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Abbreviations Used

AC = Ascendent MNH = Moon Node Hotoscope

IC = Immum Coeli HC = House Cusp
DC = Descendent LP = Low Point
MC = Medium Coeli 1p = Invert Point
AP = Age Point
Aspect Colours  Trine and Sextile = Blue AXx
Squate and Opposition = Red O«
Semi-Sextile and Quincunx = Green 7%
Conjunction = Orange o
Element colours Fire = Red
Harth = Green
Air = Yellow

Water = Blue

Numbers in (round brackets)
Refer to books in the Bibliography on page 284. For example (2).

Text in [square brackets]
Amplifying notes inserted by the Editor.

Editot’s note on colouts

It is unfortunate that we cannot depict the above colours in the
diagrams and charts in this black-and-white edition of Aspect Pattern
Astrolagy. This need not detract from the value of the material therein.
Some readets may wish to supplement their reading with one of the
following;:

a) it can be helpful to use coloured pens or crayons to correctly
colour along the aspects in the diagram on page 36, and in the
aspect figure diagrams in chapters 5 and 6.

b) special bookmatks are available, containing coloured versions of
all the aspect figures, similar to pages 277-280 (30).

c) the horoscopes in this book can be generated in colour from the
supplied birth data, by using appropriate computer software for
Huber-style charts (4).
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Foreword

Dear Readers,

This book arose from the need for holistic guidelines for astrological-
psychological horoscope interpretaton. Up to now, neatly all
interpretation books have simply described individual aspects, which
often contradict each other. Even when the individual aspects are
carefully interpreted one after the other, it is extremely difficult to get
an overall picture from them. Too often, what is said is not consistent.
Even computer text programs just create a string of separate sentences
which do not do justice to the person’s character. This book should
enable you to learn to interpret the horoscope as a whole.

This book is founded on the revolutionary discovery that aspect
patterns (triangular, quadrangular and polygonal) in themselves, (i.e.
without planets), have an important motivational significance. They
are of overriding importance and serve as synthesizing generic terms
for the interpretation of the individual planets contained in triangles,
quadrilaterals or polygons. For example, Jupiter in a Learning Triangle
has a different influence on the development of the intelligence than
Jupiter in an Achievement Square.

In this book, we describe the psychological influence of the overall
aspect pattern and of more than 45 aspect figures that provide a new
holistic perspective on the influence of aspects in the horoscope. We
begin with the classical theory of aspects and then present a systematic
and thorough description of how the aspect pattern as a whole can be
broken down. This includes the knowledge of the laws of geometric
aspect patterns, whose detailed interpretation constitutes an important
part of Aspect Pattern Astrology. Towards the end of the book we
deal with the many triangles and quadrilaterals that constitute the
aspect pattern variations. At the end of the book, the aspect figures
covered are listed both in an index of diagrams and in alphabetical
order. There is also a list of people whose horoscope details are used
in the book.




We hope that for many astrologers “Aspect Pattern Astrology”
will provide the key to holistic horoscope interpretation and to the
understanding of people’s true essence. We are convinced that in the
future the cosmic, universal knowledge of astrology will become ever
more widespread and understood as a path for development, synthesis
and unity, to which our book is our attempt to contribute.

Adliswil, April 1999 Bruno, Louise and Michael Huber
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From Analysis to Synthesis

Many astrologers have been looking beyond the analytical-psychological
use of astrology for holistic methods in recent years. They have
recognized that it was not enough to incorporate psychological
techniques into astrology, while at the same time remaining bogged
down in the old, analytically-oriented use of astrological symbols.
Instead they needed to develop visually comprehensible methods that
correspond to the needs of modern man and are easy to understand.
This new development requires a rethink, an embracing of the laws
of spiritual growth, which are closely connected with evolutionary
ideas and with esoteric truths. The rethinking goes from analysis to
synthesis, from detail to the whole, thus giving rise to a philosophy in
which structure and content, expression and quality, form and colour
balance each other. A visual symbolic way of thinking (Jupiter) must be
added to the analytical mind that registers every detail (Mercury). Only
when both ways of thinking work together is it possible to combine
the details and the whole in 2 meaningful relationship, i.e. developed
holistic thinking can enable one to grasp the connections and the inner
meaning of a situation.

Astrologers have always dealt with the interpretation of symbols.
Symbols are external and visible forms of spiritual realities. Their
study leads inwards, from the external perception of a thing to its
inner meaning. If someone possesses the ability to discover the
truth and meaning lying behind a specific form, this means that the
intuition is awakened. Students of Astrological Psychology develop
their intuition almost automatically, along with the ability to access the
subjective truth through the form. Astrological study helps them to
think holistically and spiritually, accelerates the flow of intuition and
encourages a sensitive reaction to human nature. There are various
ways of activating intuition; one of the most useful and effective is the
study and interpretation of astrological symbols.

Wholeness and Synthesis

Before we go into specific holistic astrological methods, we would
like to define the term “synthesis” more accurately. Synthesis means
bringing together all diverging energies and turning them into a whole.
If we atre able to perceive and review all component parts as a whole
or a functional entity, we also get a total picture. To see a total picture

the necessary distance is required, in psychological terms: objectivity,
neutrality and impersonality. It is easier to appreciate how everything
belongs and works together if we stand back from it. From a certain
height, like a bird’s eye view, there is a wider range of visibility than
from close up. The astrological perspective naturally enables such an
elevated standpoint, namely a cosmic point of view. Because it works
according to the law of analogy, it reflects the cosmic order in ourselves
and our world and teaches us to see ourselves as part of the whole.

The concept of wholeness and synthesis can and must be realized
in modern times. Analytical ways of perceiving the human condition
are not sufficient. Networking and globalisation and the connection
between nature, man and the cosmos are the ubiquitous buzz words.
The truth is emerging, that we are just a small part of a cosmic
network in which everything is included and everything participates.
We recognize that every organism and every person is an integral
part of a greater whole, yet still a self-contained living being, In order
to comprehend this, we need the development and cultivation of a
new global awareness with which this mutual interrelatedness can be
perceived.

The Law of Love and Understanding

From another point of view, synthesis is the Law of Understanding,
the Law of Love, of higher reason or the “as-well-as” philosophy
of the modern man — and the Age of Aquarius — that leads to the
experience of wholeness, as opposed to the “either-or” of the past,
which separates the parts. That is why both the understanding of
cosmic laws and the serious consideration of details belong to the
experience of wholeness. It is the hermetic fundamental law “as
above, so below”, “as within, so without”, which holds true for all
esoteric teachings as well as for astrology. This law of analogy allows
us to recognise the connection between the large and the small, and
thus to see the sense and meaning of our existence.

It is exactly so with our horoscope, in which the great and the
small merge together; it is the depiction of an all-embracing micro-
macrocosmic framework in which everything that makes up out life is
contained and combined. We can only make out a pale image of the
grandeur and the depth of this functional interplay; we can just get
a vague idea of it and be moved by it. This approach puts our small
analytical understanding humbly back in its place.




Contribution to New Thinking

The rules for comprehending aspect patterns present a very important
contribution to these new developments. The new “Aspect Pattern
Astrology” offers a self-contained concept for the comprehension
of wholeness, which provides firsty a psycho-synthetic and secondly
an analytical approach to the horoscope. The interpretation of the
aspect pattern reveals the structure of the consciousness and gives
an insight into an individual’s life motivation. This brings us much
closer to his integrity. Moon Node Astrology (18), which works with
three horoscopes, also develops the understanding of wholeness. It
enables the inclusion of both the present and the past in the horoscope
and incorporation of the so-called shadow personality (Moon Node
Horoscope).

This new direction in astrology is consistent with evolutionary events
and the spirit of the age. You can see these links in the following quote
from the book A Treatise on White Magic by Alice A. Bailey (8), (page
439). It is astonishing that this book appeared back in 1934 and even
then made a clear teference to this new development in astrology.

Alice A. Bailey writes:

“Astrologers will eventually realise that it is necessary to cast three
horoscopes or three charts: one purely physical dealing with the body
of nature; one primarily emotional, and dealing with the quality of the
petsonality and with its sensitivity, ot state of awareness; the third will
be the chart of the mental impulses and conditions.

It will be found that these three charts will take certain geometrical
lines, the lines of energy will form patterns. These three charts,
superimposed one upon the other, will give the personality diagram,
the individual life pattern.

Amazing symbolic charts and linear forms will be found to emerge
when this is done, and the “geometry of the individual” will grow out
of this, for it will be found that each line will function in relation to
another line, and the trends of the life energies will become apparent.
Eventually, even in this department of knowledge, “the star will shine
forth”. This will constitute a new branch of psychology and its due
exponent for our age will be duly found. 1 butindicate the lines of the
future astrology in order to safeguard the present”.

The Tibetan.

Bruno Huber’s Research Work

Autobiographical Notes

I originally turned myv attention to astrology purely in the spitit of
research. It seemed to me to be an extremely promising, if unusual,
tool for explaining basic questions that concern people like “Where
do I come from?” “Where am I going?” What 1 found more than
exceeded my expectations. Tor example, a clear concept of human
nature, which incorporates all current psychology — and at the same
time a delicate tool to diagnose every individual character and its
specific problems. There are no other known disciplines or methods
that can offer anything so valuable.

Barely one vear after | started learning astrology from books, I gave
it up again, because 1 didn’t like the contradictions that the different
methodical elements produced, so 1 gave away all my books and
plunged back into the study of psychology. But that brought me again
and again to key terms that I had found in the astrology books, which
eventually brought me back to astrology, admittedly now with the clear
intention of getting to the bottom of the subject.

1¢t Phase

This initially required the clarification of terminology, for it soon
became clear that linguistic confusion reigned in this discipline. This
was quite obvious throughout the whole history of astrology, due to
its passing through different cultures and religions. 1 found myself
repeating the question “where does this term come from?” so many
times that historical research became necessaty. In the years that
followed, this led to clearer and cleater wording of the meaning of the
basic symbols in explicit, well-defined concepts. For any overlap in
terminology (e.g. the same concept used for two different planets) led
directly to a lack of clarity, which was not and should not suffice from
a psychological point of view. This was highly intellectually-disciplined
work that kept me in suspense for years, and which I know I only
coped with because 1 had been taught to think clearly and analytically
by the Jesuits, which made it easy to examine speech and writing for
flaws and inconsistencies.

In this first phase, I had already begun to work on the unsatisfactory
horoscope display format. Charts were confusingly overcrowded
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with numbers and symbols and lines which intersected each other
although they came from different systems and levels. In addition,
the aspects showing the connections between the planets were not
visible; they had to be worked out from abstract numerical equations.
The resulting universally used “Aspect Step”” was anathema to me from
the start — it was not graphic enough. I wanted a horoscope chatt
that the senses could comprehend — from which evetything important
could be understood “at a glance”. The further the clarification of
the terminology and the basic research progtessed, the clearer the
design of my horoscope became. The form that I finally found has
now become widely adopted. After recently being adopted by vatious
astrology software designers, with small variations, it could soon
become the norm.

2" Phase

The next phase — the basic research — also began with a clarification
of the terminology, and the question of what the horoscope was really
made up of. This was not made clear in the literature — partly as a result
of the lack of astronomical knowledge of the authors concerned. It
soon became clear that the elements of the horoscope otiginated from
four different levels, and that this must also be meaningful for the
interpretation. The planets, their aspects and the Signs in which they
lie, belong to the sky and therefore have no direct access to the human
consciousness — we cannot manipulate them. The Houses, on the
other hand, represent the earth-bound perspective from which we
interpret the sky. For example, we can manipulate them by moving
around or by the passage of time. For us they are the space and time in
which we move, dimensions in which we at home. But our displaced
earthly interpretation has no effect on anything in the sky.

This first geo-cosmic distinction is enormously important in the
interpretation, because the plancts, aspects and Signs represent
the most deeply innate that we bring with us into life. The reflexes
determined by the flesh of our parents and ancestors are responsible
for our earliest childhood reactions to the conditioning attempts of the
environment, which wants to give us quite specific interpretations of
lite. Itis easy to see how different these reactions are in children from
the same family. What the conditioning will provide is determined by
the time and space-determined earthly view of our parents’ generation.
That is the perspective view provided by our House system.

Sign/House Distinction

The question of which is more important in the horoscope, the Houses
or the Signs, has long been a matter for dispute among astrologers.
The question cannot be answeted validly and for everyone from the
horoscope. It must ultimately be established for each individual case
by talking to the subject. It is important to clarify this, as it can then
be established whether the person concerned is more conditioned by
nature ot nurture, and this influences how the horoscope is interpreted.
People who ate conditioned by nurture (i.e. by the House system) are
generally better “adapted”, or at least try to be. Only in later research
did I find out how such distinctions can be obtained at least partially
from the horoscope itself.

Even the sky must be divided into levels. It is obvious that the
horoscope deals exclusively with the solar system, and that this
system is perceived and experienced from the earth. For the planets
— subjectively — move on a clearly delimited path around the earth, on
the same path as the sun and the moon. This path is not physical. We
have divided our year (=1 revolution of the sun) into twelve months.
The solar and planetary orbits (=zodiac) are also divided into twelve
segments, in each one of which the sun stays for around a month as
the definitive timekeeper. That is our zodiac system. It does not exist
in outer space, only for the earth. It rotates not around the sun, but
around the earth’s axis, which is tilted and does not revolve around
the sun like the planet itself but remains (almost) rigidly fixed to an
(unknown) cosmic stopping place. The zodiac is probably a function
of the earth’s magnetic field, whose orientation is partly influenced
by the orbiting of the earth around the sun. We therefore distinguish
the different qualites of twelve magnetic field sectors, which we call
zodiac Signs, and to which we attribute various qualities based on
thousands of years’ experience. It is said — and I believe it — that the
zodiac contains the archetypal qualities, or to put it another way, the
projections of the hopes and fears of humankind since the outset are
assembled and concentrated into twelve basic personality types.




The Signs of the Zodiac

The zodiac works like a filter for the energies that emanate from
the planets, which move in their very own characteristics outside
the terrestrial system. So when we say that Jupiter is in Scorpio,
then Jupiter’s colour — let’s say green — takes effect through the, let’s
say blue, Scorpio filter, which naturally makes the green of Jupiter
appear a lot more severe (blue-green) than it would alone — or a lot
deeper than the light, rathet more superficial yellow-green that would
be formed on its course through the yellow sector of Libra. This
means that we hardly ever see the planet’s qualities as they really are,
but always “coloured”, i.e. changed due to the filtering effect of the
Signs. They are therefore subject to constantly changing interpretation
by man’s changing projection. They appear to us to be something
distant, untouchable. It is not for nothing that they used to be seen as
unfathomable gods. Or else they were firmly woven into ethnocentric
concepts, and adjustments then had to be accepted by history
(culminating in the exchange of principles, as happened with Mars and
Saturn in the transition from Babylon to Greece, for example). The
planets cannot be embodied, as they are actual principles of cosmic
magnitude. Therefore they had to be represented as abstract principles
and not as human qualities. Tor this reason, the defining of terms
is also very important for planets. The overlapping of terms soon
leads to misinterpretations, for principles are unique and indivisible;
the diversity of forms of our sensory phenomenal world arises only
from their combined influence.

The Planets

Aspect patterns show us the combination of planetary influences. Itis
the aspects that make the arrangement of planets in Signs and Houses
appear meaningful. Aspects are the relationships between planets.
They show an interaction of the principles in otdet to form a concrete
function, which in life equates to a task. A planet in one Sign is not yet
a task, but merely a point of view and therefore arguably the range of
certain opportunities (selection).

10
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The Horoscope in Five Layers

To illustrate this idea, the colour chart is used in which the individual
layers are presented separately as reference levels so that they are cleatly
visible. Each layer is a self-contained unit and influences the whole.
For each level of consciousness there are precise basic principles of
interpretation that must be coherent. So a planet in its zodiac Sign is
interpreted as investment potential, its position in a House shows the
influence of the environment and the aspects detived from it modify it
according to its inner motivation. We illustrate this with a horoscope.
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Foundation chart of API Switzerland
12.3.1968, 20.05, Zirich/CH

This horoscope was calculated and drawn up according to the Huber
Method, normally shown in different colours. The twelve Signs of
the zodiac are shown in the colours of the elements: red: Fire, green:
Earth, yellow: Air, blue: Water and the aspects are shown in red, blue
and green. When seen from the inside working out, the five lavers
represent the following: the circle in the centre is the core personality,
the higher self of the human soul. Then come the aspect pattern, the
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planets arranged in a circle, the twelve Signs of the zodiac and outside
on the edge the twelve Houses. Seen like this, the horoscope is a
mirror image of the whole man.

1. The Centre Circle

In the centre circle is a free space, which we leave untouched and in
which aspects never appear. We leave this space free out of a certain
respect for man’s inner being. This circle also symbolises the immortal
soul that lives eternally. It is the Higher Self and as such the root of
our existence.

2. The Aspect Pattern

Around the core personality there is a relatively wide space in which
the aspects appear, together forming a complete pattern that represents
the structure of the individual consciousness. This includes 2 central
life motivation and corresponds to the causal body in Alice A. Bailey’s
esoteric astrology. This is the deepest level in man and barely, if at all,
accessible to the unaware, even though the whole life is governed by
this motivating life energy.

3. The Planets

The planets appear in the next layer. They form aspects according to
their position in the zodiac, and can be treated as actual tools. Planets
are the tools with which we react and act, perceive the environment
and can influence it. The ring of planets represents an important layer,
because it is our first point of contact with the environment. All ten
planets are available to each one of us as tools, but they are in different
positions for everyone, i.e. in a certain zodiac Sign and in a certain
House and even then, they still have different aspects. If one planet
is badly placed, then it is an effort to assert the corresponding life
functdons. In interpretation, we must always eventually considet the
planets as a supporting set of tools for the personality.

4. The Zodiac

This is a circle divided into twelve parts, through which our sun moves
in space during the year. The zodiac is therefore a cosmic framework
and stands for nature and her laws (20). The zodiac Signs reveal an
individual’s hereditary disposition. They indicate genetically-inherited
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structures that we carry inside us as potential from birth and must then
develop, use and implement during the course of our lives with the
help of the environment.

5. The Houses

The Houses represent the envitonment. All the influences from our
surroundings are recorded in the twelve Houses. The environment
conditions our behaviour through our upbringing; it motivates us
to make the best use of the planets as tools. Of course, sometimes
certain existing abilities are not understood, and they are blocked
instead of being developed. These influences, so-called sensitisations
of the environment (education and environmental effects), can be seen
in the position of the planets in the Houses. In adults, the Houses
above all represent the reactions and behavioural structure by which
we influence the environment, which helps or hinders us (16). More
details on this can be found in specially prepared House horoscopes.

That is a brief summary of the concept of the five-layer horoscope
presentation. You should always keep an eye on this proportion,
even later on when we try to define individual aspects as part of the
whole. When we extract all the possible specialities from the holistic
concept and define them separately, we must be careful not to lose the
ovetview and the context. We must always go back to the principles,
the essentials, to the motivation and develop the interpretation from
there.

This interaction can be demonstrated well with a theatre stage.
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Example of a Theatre Performance

If we imagine a theatre stage on which a section of the revolving
stage is visible; this represents one of the twelve Houses, the backdrop
represents the Signs of the zodiac. Every actor is a planet, the script
is the aspect pattern and the director is the core personality. They
petform a play, which requires certain facilities. We see a section of
the revolving stage with the backdrop, the actors perform the play
according to the script (aspect pattern). 1f one actor is missing, in
the horoscope this means re-casting on the horoscope, if there is no
planet present in a House and zodiac Sign, there is no action. With
no planets as tools we can neither react nor act in this area of life.
In this section of backdrop we can hardly make out what kind of
play is being pertormed. In an empty House and Sign, the spectator
(the environment) can only see minimal, stereotyped reactions. For
the director, this scenery without actors is not an interesting area
of life. Only the actor (planet) can act, the backdrop (Signs of the
zodiac) cannot not replace him, they only form a frame for the action.
Conclusion: a really accomplished play can only be performed when all
five layers of the horoscope are working as a whole.
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Introduction

Aspects used only to be given in tabular form, and were very rarely
displayed directly in the horoscope as in modern astrology. Now we
see a graphic image, a pattern whose very uniqueness is significant,
irrespective of the planets which form the pattern and theit House
and Sign position.

In traditional astrology, aspects were always shown sepatately, so that
if someone had a trine between the Sun and Jupiter, it was considered
a very lucky aspect. Other aspects were not considered in relation to it,
even when they considerably reduced the positive effect of this aspect
or completely contradicted it. In Aspect Pattern Astrology we very
rately consider aspects in isolation, instead they are always interpreted
in combination with the whole aspect pattern.

Aspectarium

When you read astrological literature, you will often find an aspectatium,
in which each different planetary aspect is described in detail (29).
An aspectatium is a list of all the aspects that are identified as being
influential in a birth chart, or all the aspects that are formed within
a certain timeframe, for example in Ephemerides or in predictive
astrology. The corresponding texts refer to individual aspects like
conjunctions, sextiles, squares, trines, oppositions, etc., between one
ot morte planets.

Just as with a computer horoscope, these texts usually provide
unconnected and even contradictory information, and do not do
justice to the whole person. It is a kind of refetence work, where you
can look up the meaning of, e.g. a square or an opposition between the
Sun and Saturn. The definition will be mainly negative, to the effect
that the individual is unteachable, he gets his own way, has to fight
against strong opposition and his undertakings only succeed at the
second or third attempt.

If such judgemental statements are taken setiously, they will
undoubtedly inhibit personal development. Many people make
themselves dependent on such statements and lose freedom because
they regard them as unalterable facts, although they actually only relate
to a small part of their lives.
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liven in astrological research, aspects are always treated separately,
analysed statistically and compared with psychological questionnaires.
There have been various attempts of this nature, where for example
the behaviour within a partnership has had to be diagnosed and
classitied. Defining love for other people based on traditional aspect
interpretation is very questionable. It turned out that nothing came
of this and neither could any proof be found for the accuracy of
astrology. Even comparing so-called “bad” aspects with accidents,
illness or catastrophes was not supported by the research. It was
recognised that when individual aspects are compared statistically with
a person’s real life the results are not consistent.

Whole Aspect Pattern

So, for psychological aspect interpretation, we should never consider
one aspect in isolation, but always the whole aspect pattern, plus the Sign
and House position of the planets concerned. As already emphasised
many times, aspect pattern reading enables a previously unattainable
holistic understanding of the horoscope. When we are dealing with
human beings, we cannot work with templates and give recipes for
their behaviour. We always have a whole aspect structure in front of
us, an aspect pattern, in which the planets are mutually connected.
Extracting individual aspects and defining them in isolation is wrong in
principle, because they are part of the whole interdependent structure.
Our way of presenting a horoscope is to portray the whole aspect
pattern in different colours. It used to be done very differently: the
aspect degrees were just noted around the edge of the citcle and no
colours were used and there was certainly no graphic presentation.
Nowadays, the graphic layout of the aspect pattern structute reveals
deep-seated life motivations.

As you can see in the following horoscope, aspect patterns are cleatly
marked usually displayed in red, blue and green] inside the horoscope
circle. In every horoscope we can see several patterns; each one has its
own aspect pattern as an expression of a person’s individuality. Close
observation shows geometric figures: large, all-encompassing triangles,
small triangles, polygons and lines, as you can see in the example
horoscope:
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The Aspect Pattern
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Brigitte Bardot, Actress
28.9.1934, 13.15, Paris, France

What are Aspects?

The word aspect comes from the latin aspicere and means look. If
an aspect links two planets, they are looking at each other; there is a
relationship between them. They are connected to each other and have
to deal with each other whether they like it or not. An aspect can also
be compared to a telephone line. 1f someone calls, the person at the
other end must react. If a planet is called in a certain life situation, the
call is immediately transferred to all the other planets connected to it.
Aspects are a sort of communication network between the planets. As
every person’s aspect pattern is different, each one also has a different
communication network. In the modern sense, one could say that
aspects are like circuits in an electronic device. In the horoscope,
the aspect structure is like an internal circuit diagram, representing
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the sttucture of a person’s consciousness. It can nurture, diminish,
modify or increase the function of the planet concerned depending
on the quality of the aspect and its angle. Primarily, they show the
relationship function of the horoscope factors, particularly of the
planets as essential forces between themselves. When these and their
inter-relationships are seen as a whole, the overall aspect pattern gives
the astrologer a picture of the connections and the different function
areas in a person’s consciousness, which defines the life motivation.
This gives rise to a correctly proportioned picture of the character of
the person concerned, which is why it is important to learn to interpret
aspect structures as a whole and not just individual aspects.

However, in aspect reading we must gain a thorough knowledge of
the individual elements. To begin with, we should know that every
gap between two planets is not necessarily an aspect. They must be
calculated and ascertained very accurately according to the appropriate
rules. Technically speaking, aspects are standardised angles between
planets in multiples of 30 degrees.

30 Degree Intervals

Aspects are basically 30 degree intervals measured around the zodiac.
Each zodiac Sign also covers 30 degrees. Basic empirical research has
led us to use only angular divisions of 30 degrees or multiples of 30
degrees, i.e. 30, 60, 90, 120, 150, 180 and the special case of 0 degrees.
They are angles that ate ordered according to the same system as the
zodiac Signs. The 30 degree division is based on empirical results that
go back to the origins of astrology. Ptolemy had already suggested this
aspect system back in the year 120 AD.

30 Degree Intervals
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From the point of origin, aspects can run forwards or backwards in
the zodiac. They also don’t have to correspond exactly to the above-
mentioned number of degrees. There is a little leeway, depending on
the planet concerned, which is called the orb. Different astrological
schools have conflicting views on both the size of the orb and which
point outside the planets is still aspected (1). In the API school, only
the aspects between planets, plus ascending Moon Nodes, of multiples
of 30 degrees are considered valid. No aspects ate drawn to the
ascendant [AC] or to the midheaven [MC]| and also no House cusps
are drawn through the central area of the chart as they distort and
falsify the whole pattern.

The greatest difference between the various schools lies in the range
of the aspects to be considered, as there are differing opinions on how
the circle should be divided. Below are summaries of the two main
tendencies:

1) The Bisection Method is actually the oldest of them all, and
already existed in the Babylonian era. In those carly days, when there
were still no geometric instruments available, the simplest solution
was to bisect the circle (180°, opposition), to bisect the semicircles
(90°, square) and likewise the quarter (45°, semi-square). Even the
first attempt by the Babylonians to construct an eight-House system
follows this principle. This cight-House system (octopodos) was not
very widely used in astrology, although the astrologer Manilius was still
propagating it in Roman times.

Eight-House System

The Eight-House system divides the circle

. . . . e, . . P A

into eight equal parts and is Al'S() known as < \\\

an octopodos (latin). The Chinese I Ching 7 6 ™

is also based on this simple division of the 8 5 ‘\

halving and doubling of an original duality.

There, the basis of the system is the eight R 1 4 ]

original trigrams, which are doubled to form \"\‘ o | 3 k4
. E e

hexagrams and then the sixteen halves are Sy "

AU
fleshed out to create 64 hexagrams. Chinese
astrology was also based on this method until Octopodos

Jesuit missionaties introduced the western
12-House system in the 15" century.
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2) In the second century A.D. Claudius Ptolemy, the famous geographert,
mathematician, astronomer and astrologer suggested dividing the
circle into 12 parts as a way of organising the aspects. He was thus
following the Babylonian system of dividing the zodiac into 12 parts
developed in the 8" to 5™ centuries B.C. This produced a 30° interval
between each aspect, thus giving seven different possible angles within
the circle:

0°  Conjunction 120°  Trine
30° Half-Sextile 150°  Quincunx
60°  Sextile 180°  Opposition

90° Square

Aspect Types with Orbs

These seven aspects provide twelve possible aspect positions for
each planet, because the five aspects between 30° and 150° can run
both forwards and backwards in the zodiac. This Ptolemaic model
with Babylonian origins has been the most commonly used, with
a few modifications. It is interesting that nearly every author who
recommends it or who has recommended it in the past, has not
mentioned two out of these seven aspects, or their interpretation
is vastly underrated: the semi-sextile and the quincunx — although
Ptolemy clearly mentioned and defined both of them. Unfortunately,
his own explanation contributed to this neglect. He was convinced
that the aspects must form symmetrical shapes. So, four squares make
a rectangle, three trines make a triangle, six sextiles make a hexagon.
However, the fact that twelve semi-sextiles make a dodecagon and 12
quincunxes also make a symmetrical shape obviously escaped him. So
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in his interpretation he just mentions briefly these two aspects with the
term unrelated signs, “as they do not look at each other, do not order

or obey each other and do not possess the same energy” (Tetrabiblos,
1, Book (206)).

It is quite obvious that Ptolemy has in fact chosen the correct system,
even the division into 12 parts, but his reasons are based on a different
logic and as a result there is no coherent explanation for the system. The
real reason for Ptolemy’s explanations should really lie elsewhere, i.e. in
the fact that at his time there were no psychological or philosophical
concepts for the qualities of the semi-sextile and the quincunx. From
the point of view of the history of psychology, at that time the
abilities of self-awareness, of the conscious sensitive perception of
the environment and the critical-analytical understanding, were at most
cultivated mainly by a brilliant minotity and were therefore not really
definable from astrological experience. It is preciscly these abilities that
are associated with the 30° and 150° aspects.

Consequently, in the Middle Ages, the assessments of the two
remaining aspect groups were expressed purely in black and white
terms: the square and opposition (red) were unlucky, bad or even
evil aspects, to some extent the conjunction too; the sextile and trine
(blue) were lucky, good or even divinely gifted. Not until the twenticth
century did a certain dissatisfaction with such dogmatism and absolute
either-or judgements take hold. Traditional astrology began to express
itself more moderately: bad became tense or difficult; good became
relaxed or soft. But nevertheless, the duality of this mediaeval point of
view had still not disappeared and the psychologically necessary non-
judgmental differentiation was still not yet possible. This could only be
found in the already existing 30° and 150° angles, the semi-sextile and
quincunx aspects (green), which correspond to an awareness-forming
thinking function.

Calculating the Aspects
Aspect type Symbol Degree Colour

Conjunction o 0 Orange
Semi-Sextle kv 30 Green
Sextile 3¢ 60 Blue
Square O 90 Red
Trine A 120 Blue
Quincunx > 150 Green
Opposition L 180 Red
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Although neatly all horoscopes are calculated by computers and
displayed in colour, every student of astrology should know how to
calculate and plot the aspects (15). Aspects are calculated as follows:
the zodiac circle is divided into twelve equal segments; a point is fixed
in the horoscope, for example, Mars, and you then move forward
30°. 1If there is a planet at this point, then there is an aspect between
the two. We can measure the exact angle by counting the number
of degrees separating the two planets around the outside edge of the
horoscope, which is divided into degrees. In this way we measure
the angle formed between one planet and another and on the birth
chart we draw a connecting line in a particular colour between the two
planets concerned.

Square Sun/Saturn

In the example on the right, there is a right-
angled aspect between the Sun and Saturn, it
is 2 90° aspect called a square and is drawn in

red.

If a planet (Venus, in the following example)
lies at 5° of the Sign Aries and Jupiter at 8° of the Sign Capricorn, then
an angle of approximately 120° is measured around the 360° circle,
which we call a trine.

Trine Venus/Jupiter

A trine normally occurs between two Signs
of the same element, i.c. from Harth Sign to
Earth Sign, from Water Sign to Water Sign,
Fire Sign to Fire Sign, Air Sign to Air Sign. A
90° angle, or a square, normally occurs within
the cardinal, fixed and mutable cross, likewise

an opposition, which connects opposite Signs,
unless the aspected planets lie on the cusp between two Signs, when
the aspect must be accurately calculated using the Huber Orb Table.

Area of Influence of the Aspects (Orbs)

Planets almost never lie at the same number of degrees; this would
actually mean that the angle between them would be exactly 30° (or 60°
or 90°, etc). In practice, there is very rarely an exact aspect between
two planets. That is why astrology allows a radius of influence of a
few degrees on both sides of the aspect angle, within which the aspect
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is still effective. This area is called an otb (from the Latin: orbis =
radius). This varies according to the astrological importance of the
planets and the aspects concerned. So when calculating the aspect, we
must find out exactly what orb a planet has. There are tolerance limits
that differ depending on the planet or aspect concerned, as you will see
in the chart on page 28. The orb allows us to plot an aspect when it is
not exact, but still falls within the tolerance limits.

Different Orb Methods

Individual schools of astrology have different opinions about the size
of the orb (radius of influence of the aspect). About 10° has been
the norm for the Sun and the Moon, with smaller orbs for the rest
of the planets. In the API school, every aspect has a precise area of
influence, cf. the Huber Otb Chart. This is the result of many yeats
of empirical research using countless sample cases.

It was decided that the criterion for the orb limit was that a planetary
relationship is only an aspect if the definable influence is permanent.
If it is only sporadic though, it lies outside the permanent orb. In
powerfully stimulated situations, an aspect lying outside the permanent
orb can be acceptable for a short time, but it is not a characteristic
ability of the individual concerned. This is most noticeable with one-
way aspects.

These days, a wide range of programs is available from computer
software companies, which are not secured and can often even be
modified by the layman. Although they are interesting for advanced
astrologers to use for their own rescarch purposes, there is still the
danger that lay people will not be able to use them correctly. The
decision as to whether to plot an aspect or not (Huber Orb) was tested
over a 30 year period at the Astrological Psychology Institute. More
than a thousand active astrological consultants all over the wotld put the
aspects in horoscopes to the test almost daily in personal consultations
with their clients.

So with good reason we can state and demonstrate that the aspect
definitions (Huber Orb Chart) developed by Bruno Huber has proven
itself many times over. We therefore recommend that you use the
Huber Orb Chart when you chart aspect patterns (only 7 aspects
between 10 planets, plus the ascending Moon Node, ate possible).
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In aspect patterns drawn up with other orb systems, the interpreted life
motivations almost never correspond to the person concerned! But
cvery setious student should find this out and test it for himself. After
all, all astrologers are researchers. The use of computers in astrology
makes the calculation of data easier and is very useful for astrological
research. It is safer and more convenient if you use the Huber-Koch
method when you draw up the horoscopes by computer. Nowadays,
some software programs are already marked “API — compatible” (4).

Huber Orb Table

The table on the next page shows the otbs relating to each individual
aspect and planet. We see that the different planets have orbs of
different sizes: so that the Sun and the Moon have a Jarger orb than
Uranus, Neptune and Pluto. The Sun and Moon otbs are 9° for the
conjunction and opposition, 8° for the trine, 6° for the square, 5° for
the sextile and quincunx and 3° for the semi-sextile. At the other end
of the scale, we find that for the three outer planets Uranus, Neptune
and Pluto the orbs are reduced as follows: 5% for conjunctions and
oppositions, 4° for trines, 3° for squares, 2° for sextiles and quincunx
and 1° for semi-sextiles. In between lie the orbs for the other planets.

Sun/Moon Opposition

In the case of an opposition between the Sun
and the Moon, there is an orb of 9° on both
sides. That means that if these two planets
are opposite each othet in the horoscope, the
opposition aspect is also still valid within a
range of 9° from the exact opposition position.
In this case it means for example that intervals of between 171° and
189° ate oppositions.

The orb allowed for an opposition between Neptune and Pluto is only
5°. So the aspect only exists when the planets are separated by an angle
of between 175° and 185°. The orb for a semi-sextile aspect between
the Sun and the Moon is only 3°; if the angle were 34°, there would be
no aspect. Aspects to the ascending Moon Node are allowed, but not
to the AC or MC. The Moon Node itself has no otb; here the orbs of
the planets aspected to it are used instead.
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Huber Orb Table
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Goodwill Aspects

You can be confronted with situations where two planets happen to lie
just outside a mutual aspect, let’s say an arc minute too far from each
other, We would like to plot these aspects, but think that at the outet
limit the influence is very weak, so it is better to leave it out. Some
people call these goodwill aspects and note them on the calculation
sheet but not in the horoscope. Eventually an aspect pattern emerges
from the aspects that must be accurately calculated and plotted, to
ensure the correct astrological interpretation of the consciousness
structure and of the life motivation. Just one “wrong aspect” changes
the pattern considerably.

One-Way Aspects

[f we see aspects in a horoscope that have incomplete lines, this means
that this planet lies outside the tolerance limit. As explained above,
every planet has a specific area of influence, a radius of tolerance. It
can happen that for one planet the orb is sufficient for an aspect, but
not for another planet. That is a one-sided aspect. So a connecting
line is only drawn half way and then dashes are drawn up to the planet
lying outside the orb. This is significant, as it is a planetary relationship
that only works in one direction, i.e. from the incomplete line to the
dashed line, hence its name: “one-way aspect”.

Asyou can see on the Huber Orb Table, a certain aspect does not always
have the same orb, especially when different planets are involved. An
opposition from the Sun has a 9° orb, an opposition from Pluto only
5°. A square from Venus has an otb of 5° while the same aspect from
Saturn has only 4°. This is significant when we come to plotting the
aspects in the birth chart.

Example 1

Let us assume that the Sun stands at 27°

4 O/‘_\‘\.,k
Capricorn and Pluto at 20° Cancer, thus ’
7°. Here the Sun definitely makes an aspect <
to Pluto, but Pluto (with an opposition otb of - N o

~ — 5 A0
half aspect line from the Sun to the centre
circle is shown as a continuous red line, the aspect from Pluto to the

creating an opposition with a deviation of (X(
only 5°) does not make one to the Sun. The R\
centre is just shown as a dashed line.
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Example 2

When Mercury stands at 10° of Leo and Mars
at 16° of Sagittarius, and we look at the otb
table, it shows that a trine aspect is formed
from Mercury, which has an orb of 6°, while
Mars’ orb is only 5°. So here we have another
dashed aspect as there is an angle of 126°. That
is why the line going from Mars is dashed, but
continuous from Mercuty.

Example 3

The Sun lies at 7° of Sagittarius and Jupiter
at 15° of the same Sign, thus forming a
conjunction. On the orb table (page 28) we see
that this angle forms a conjunction for the Sun,
but is not sufficient to form one for Jupiter.
This is known as a “one-way conjunction”.

Jupiter-Conjunction-Tolerance

Intensity

14°

Strength Differences

There are even differences in effectiveness between continuous aspects.
If an aspect is exact, e.g; it goes from five degtees to five degrees in
any angle, it is very effective. In this case it is drawn thicker in the
middle of the horoscope, as shown in the drawings on the next page.
Exact aspects showing low tolerance ate also drawn thickly, while an
aspect that moves right at the tolerance limit is drawn with a very fine
line. Medium strength aspects are drawn with a medium line. This
produces a sort of proportioned line pattern with strongly prominent
aspects that catch the eye and others that recede into the background.
The former must naturally be considered stronger, they play a greater,
more important role and contribute to the profile of the aspect pattern.
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‘This starts to give the aspect pattern a more vivid effect.

Drawing the Exact Aspect

Another important reason for drawing the aspects thicker or thinner
according to their orb-related strength, is that it makes it obvious at first
slance whether the aspect’s influence is significant or not. This provides
a four-dimensional pictutre of the structure of the consciousness and
c¢nables us to identify colour and depth with colourful, vivid aspect
patterns, thus facilitating the holistic understanding and interpretation
of the horoscope. In the different API software programs, the lines
are presented as follows:

Strength Differences
e —————
e — 80 - 100 %

— R ——————

— 50 - 80 %

20-50%

0-20%

- - -10% - 0%
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The Seven Major Horoscope Aspects

Conjunction

Semi-Sextile
Sextile
Square

rat

v \\‘\"”hl
At

=

30°
60°
90°

ity
l'l“l;.’,”/
:
1,
s

Trine
Quincunx

Opposition

”
‘s

120°
150°
180°

The Seven Major Aspects

The seven majot aspects correspond to the 30° intervals in the zodiac.
As already mentioned, only aspects of 30° are used. They are described
briefly below:

1. Conjunction, Symbol: ¢
Angle 0°
Colour orange, Planetary quality Sun/Moon

In a conjunction, two or more planets lie
together. A conjunction is a zero degree angle.
The quality of a conjunction depends on the
planets involved. In general, it corresponds to
a combination of different components that are hard to differentiate

or separate. This often causes a mainly unconscious, inner tension.
The conjunction also corresponds to an embryonic state and indicates
latent talent that must first be developed.

2. The Semi-Sextile, Symbol: >4
Angle: 30°
Colour green, Planetary quality Mercury

This “small green” aspect goes from Sign to
Sign in 30° steps. It connects two qualities
with differing characters. The semi-sextile

indicates a need to experience, learn, discuss,
read and be informed about new things. Objectivity and indifference
merge in the process. This aspect is called “the little thinking step”.

3. Sextile, Symbol: €
Angle: 60°
Colour blue, Planetary quality Venus

The sextile corresponds to the Venus qualities
of  harmony-seeking and willingness to
compromise. Itis accepting, adaptable and able
to attract and to assimilate substance. There is

usually a passive defence against the loss of a state of harmony and
often a fear of conflict.
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4. Square, Symbol: [
Angle: 90°
Colour red, Planetary quality Mars

The nature of the square is fiery and dynamic.
It originates from the combination of the three

cross qualities (cardinal, fixed, mutable) and is
an enetgy aspect. There is usually a deployment of strength or supply
of energy, which nearly always causes an increased readiness for action
and motivation. There is a lot of strength available for assertion and
defence. Of course, the square also generates conflict, friction, crises,
stress and sometimes also a tendency to aggression.

5. Trine, Symbol: A
Angle: 120°
Colour blue, Planetary quality Jupiter

This aspect hasa relaxed and harmonious effect.
The trine connects the separate elements in a
120° angle. It is a material aspect that tends
towatds abundance, luxury and enjoyment
and gives sensual pleasure. Sometimes it indicates perfectionism or
obsessive behaviour.

6. Quincunx, Symbol: 7%
Angle: 150°
Colour green, Planetary quality Saturn

The “long green” aspect causes insecufities
on the one hand and on the other the urge to
achieve an imagined future goal. Sometimes itis
also called the “longing aspect”. It often brings
decision crises, uncertainty, and eventually the challenge of restricting
oneself to a single goal, in which case it aids decision-making. It is
called “the large thinking step” and, according to the planets involved,
it causes a “Faustian struggle” with the truth.
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This aspect is formed when two or more planets
lie exactly opposite each other in the zodiac.
The planetary principles concerned often
contradict each other, which is experienced as

7. Opposition, Symbol: & i
Angle: 180° / -
Colour red, Planetary quality Saturn _

inner tension and often an energy blockage, stress or postural rigidity.
An opposition also generates inner strength and endurance, particularly
relating to the subject of the axes. Sometimes there is an increased
tendency for repression, in which lateral aspects are compensated.

Aspect Interpretation

0° consolidation, connection, germination
30° cognition, communication, informing
60° striving for harmony, growth, assimilation
90° friction, stress, deployment of energy
120° perfection, abundance, fruition
150° longing, decision, development of informed opinion
180° pressure, tension, repression
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Aspects with zodiac and planets

Aspects Compared to the Growth of a Plant

If we go back to the basic character of the aspects to try to understand
them, we discover a basic subject matter behind them. They are
obviously related to an already familiar system, i.e. the zodiac, to the
twelve divisions, as well as to the planets that rule the Signs. This
statement reveals how coherent the basic structure and way of thinking
of astrology are; even aspect reading draws from the same sources and
builds on the same basic structure.

The aspect layout presented in the “Aspect System” diagram can be
compared with a tree or a plant with big long leaves that goes through
several development stages as it grows. When the year comes to
an end, the plant dies and leaves seeds behind. They are seeds that
fall to the ground and initially hibernate. Within the seeds there is a
germinating potential, a construction plan in the form of a genetic
structure. 1f the seeds receive the right climatic conditions, like light,
water and warmth, in spring they will open out and start to germinate
and a new plant is born. Itis a cycle of growth and death. Compared
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with our “aspect sapling” the germinating soil of this imaginary plant
ts situated between Cancer (Moon Sign) and Leo (Sun Sign).

Conjunction = Sun/Moon Aspect

When two planets lie together, they are like a seed; everything is
contained inside them: aptitude, potential, future possibilities. But they
cannot actualise them by themselves; they are barely able to react to
each other or to be active with each other. For this they need external
help. They just constitute a seminal power in which much is latent.
When, for example, a conjunction stands alone in a horoscope, i.e. has
no aspects to other planets, it is difficult for this individual to transfer
the qualities and energies available in both planets. They are latent
and can often lie dormant for a lifetime. To learn how to analyse
and evaluate these energies requires an understanding of the way these
planets work and a knowledge of what they mean, otherwise they will
never be awakened, just as the seed that lies in the soil can do nothing
by itself. It needs outside influences: light, warmth and moisture. To
be effective, the conjunction needs an external stimulus or trigger. In
astrological terms, this means that a conjunction will only develop if
aspects to other planets are present.

Semi-Sextile = Mercury Aspect <

Next comes the semi-sextile, which triggers the growth of this seed. In
the chart, this aspect runs in from 0° Leo in both directions to both the
Mercury Signs Gemini and Virgo. 1f the energies from the environment
act on the seed in the spring, its inner life is kindled by warmth and
moisture and it starts to germinate. A pale seedling grows cautiously
and stretches out ditfidently into the world. This state is a kind of
experimental stage. The conjunction sends out a kind of tentative
feeler, in the form of the semi-sextile. It is a neutral attempt to test out
the situation and to find out what the environment is like. If all goes
well for a while, it can continue to grow. In the psychological sense,
this is an information stage. Everything that happens in a semi-sextile
aspect provides information and is of a temporary nature. Everything
is possible, much remains indefinite and brings no results and nothing
conclusive, a lot can still happen or happen quite differently. This
aspect aids perception, to receive a picture of what the possibilities
are. In this state you cannot expect nature to provide support. Two
planets connected in this way are in an information exchange, and that
corresponds exactly to the quality of Mercury. This is why we call the
semi-sextile a Mercurial aspect.
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Mercury is generally known as our information mechanism. When
we talk to each other, we exchange information. Sometimes this can
lead somewhere, sometimes not. There is nothing conclusive about
information, it is just available to us, we can do experiments and little
tests with it. So the semi-sextile is the fitst step in the growth process.
In the above example of the plant, it means that if the weather is
warm, the plant grows and turns green and moves onto the next stage,
which in the aspect structure is the sextile.

Sextile = Venus Aspect >

The sextile is a Venus aspect. In the Aspect System (page 36) we see
that the sextile aspect runs on both sides to the two Venus Signs Taurus
and Libra, and that the sextile stage of our plant is the flowering stage.
What is a flower for? On the one hand, we enjoy its beauty and on
the other it wants to be pollinated so that it can bear fruit later, survive
and reproduce itself. "The Venus aspect is receptive to every kind of
impression. It is an important and beautiful stage. A flowering plant
is a feast for the eyes and usually has pleasant connotations for most

people.

But this stage can also bring problems; they are subte problems that
are not so easy to detect. What we have imagined to be so beautiful
and harmonious can be broken with a flash of lightning or a hailstorm.
This aspect cannot easily tolerate hardship. The sextile avoids conflict
and keeps to the sunny side of the street.

Square = Mars Aspect O

The next stage will not feel very pleasant. After the pollination of
the flowers, the plant must bear fruit. The plant is at its most active
stage, which involves the transformation of a great deal of energy
and reserves. The energy balance is optimally increased and energy
expenditure is maximised. Ensuring these two processes requires a lot
of reserves and energy. The plant now has to work and cope with a
hard task requiring dedication and effort. This is why the square aspect
is called a Mars aspect. With a square, difficulties can be surmounted
and effort can be generated. Energy is transformed, resulting in the
growth of the plant and, for people, achievement. In the summer it is
often hot and water can be in short supply, there are gales and electrical
storms that shake the plant. The plant must withstand all these natural
influences, while at the same time continuing to grow and allowing the
fruit to ripen.
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In life, too, squares are there to tackle possible difficulties, to have the
strength to struggle through them and achieve things or just to work.
Work is done with the square, not with the sextile. With the sextile
we enjoy, with the square we work. A square in a horoscope is an
achievement aspect and the planets involved are achievement tools.

Interestingly, in the past, the blue aspects, the sextile and the trine,
were called the “lucky” aspects and the red aspects were considered
“bad”. There are people with almost exclusively red aspects in their
horoscope who are very hardworking, Problems only occur when they
don’t recognise when it is time to stop working. Generally the red
aspects prepare the person for effort, while the blue aspects are quieter
and more harmonious and tempt one into pleasure. This is also the
case for the following blue aspect.

Trine = Jupiter Aspect A

The plant has now gone through its fruit-ripening stage and it is time
for the harvest. The plant has fulfilled its fundamental destiny. Its
fruit is ripening and with that its succession is assured. The trine and
the planet Jupiter, always regarded as the lucky planet, belong to the
fruitful stage. Of course, this is not really the case; there are no good
or bad aspects. They must be considered as obsolete valuations. The
red aspects are achievement aspects, while the blue ones ate referred
to as talent aspects. Neither is better or worse than the other, it is
just that we tend to value one more than the other. Itis harvest time,
when we rejoice, have fun and take the fruits to be stored in the barn.
Afterwards, we need exert ourselves no longet, all we need is there and
we just have to enjoy it. Harvest and abundance both correspond to
Jupiter and the trine in the horoscope.

But there is a dark side to this too. When one has everything that
one needs and lives in abundance or after a great party, one can easily
get a hangover. The delight goes and nothing really satisfies. Such
over-saturation often leads to a mental crisis.

An individual with many trines in his horoscope usually likes
convenience, he doesn’t want to make an effort and can be proud,
conceited and self-satisfied. He doesn’t want face reality and refuses
to admit to mistakes or to recognise when things are wrong, There are
plenty of people with many trines who are ill, resigned and mentally
weak. So this aspect carties no guarantee of good luck.
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Quincunx = Saturn Aspect 7~

We have now reached the penultimate stage, the “long green” quincunx
aspect. This aspect is analogous to autumn, which inevitably follows
the harvest. In a certain sense it is also a beautiful phase in which the
leaves change colour and when nature still shows herself in all her rich
colouring, like the last fling of the life force. But it is also the phase of
dying off, the end of the growth process, the valediction. We all know
what this means. Autumn evokes a melancholy mood; we become
contemplative and tend to turn inwards. We know that spring is not
far away from autumn, but there is a long winter in between where
nothing grows, nothing is green. We are almost snowed in, as it wete,
and thrown back onto our own resources. In summer we live more
outside, now we bring ourselves back indoors. But an inner knowledge
remains that spring is definitely coming around again. Hoping and
longing are qualities associated with this long green aspect. The
consciousness anticipates better times, we think of other things that
we would like. We wish for good and beautiful things, and imagine
them as tangible in our fantasies. It is a projecting thinking power,
imaginative ability that can make things happen. Wishes and hopes
are also connected to this aspect. On the understanding level, thinking
ahead that wanders far afield, planning ahead or striving for knowledge
which is not yet there but which one is working towards.

In autumn, nature just ticks over, annual plants dic and trees revert
to minimum sap circulation. It is just enough to survive the winter,
but not enough to generate any life. That is the Saturn part of the
quincunx aspect, the knowledge of reductionism, of the not quite
arrived at. There is not enough strength to get where we want to go,
resulting in a great longing for what we would like to have.

The quincunx is also called the longing aspect. On our table, you can
see that it leads to Saturn Signs on both sides. This means that we
must get used to the idea that it lasts a long time. We should arrange
to plan very carefully, to consider everything thoroughly, not to rush
into anything and not to think that we already know everything.
Every situation must be thoroughly thought through, all facets of a
problem weighed up and wortked through. This is what winter is for,
for everything to be reset to zero. Then we can ponder in peace and
quiet.
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The long green aspect in a horoscope points to long deliberation, the
prolonged thinking process that could lead to a better outcome. This
process often causes insecurity and crises of indecision.

Opposition = Saturn Aspect o°

The last stage comes when everything is hibernating and nature is
“seemingly dead”. The annual plant dies off, leaving its seeds behind.
The tree stands like a stone statue. This is the opposition, a final state,
a rigidity that can no longer move under its own strength.

On our aspect table the opposition leads to a point where both
Saturn signs, Capricorn and Aquarius virtually trap the aspect. To
the left and right is Saturn, meaning hardship, coldness, standstill and
crystallisation. In the natural world, ice and snow cover and protect
the ground. This means that even when Saturn is cold, it represents
a form of protection. It is a strong, impenetrable cover, providing
defence, blockade and immunity. Although the opposition represents
standstill and scales down the life functions to a minimum, it is not
absolutely a zero state. We are in a waiting stage and preparing for a
new cycle. Waiting belongs to Saturn; it always had an affinity with the
concept of time. Saturn the timekeeper, the Chronos. With Saturn we
have to be patient, and with the opposition likewise.

This pattern demonstrates the qualitics of the seven aspects in a
particular way. It corresponds to the astrological point of view
originating in primitive times. Astrology expands all principles from
the small to the great. For example, what happens to the plant during
a year happens to a person during their lifetime, however long that life
may be.
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Aspect Influence according to Colour

Three Types of Aspect

The grouping of the aspects into three colours is another way
of classifying them. These three colours are red, blue and green.
According to the three primary colours they should be: red, blue and
yellow, but unfortunately yellow shows up very badly on the page as we
cannot see it propetly. We have therefore made a practical compromise
and called it green.

Red, blue and green are three colours that are analogous both with the
majot planets and also to the crosses. Red corresponds to the Sun,
blue to Saturn and green to the Moon. We find the same analogy
system in the three crosses and the graphic aspect patterns. Red is
called the Energy aspect, blue is the Material aspect and green is the
Awareness aspect.

Analogy Table
Red Blue Green
Achievement Pleasure Sensitivity
Energy Matter Consciousness
Cardinal Fixed Mutable
Linear Quadrangular Triangular
Sun Saturn Moon

Red Aspects

Square: 90 degree angle
Opposition: 180 degtree angle

The difference between the Mars and the Saturn
aspects is clear. The red aspects are always an
expression of an inner dynamism, vitality and
motor enetgy. A lot of red aspects in the horoscope give strength and
energy that make specific achievements possible according to which
planets are involved. Even the so-called “weak” planets, i.e. the Moon,
Mercury, Venus and Jupiter are positively activated by a red aspect.
They trigger energetic processes in us and in our environment, which
can cause significant changes in out way of life.
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Red aspects are energy aspects, relating to strength and achievement.
They transport energy from one planet to another, or both planets
transfet energy. It is the act of working where the targeted use of
energy produces performance. The red aspects require a readiness to
do something, to apply ourselves to something, to be active, not just
an atdtude. They influence our way of doing things, not our inner
reserves like the blue aspects, and stimulate our readiness for action and
motivation. That is why red aspects should be accepted as positive, they
enable us to achieve something in life, to overcome resistance and to
reduce inhibitions and fears. They give us the courage and the strength
to do what is necessary for out development and inner liberation. The
red aspects enable us to unblock deadlocked, untenable situations,
whether they are in close relationships, at work or within ourselves. In
any case we should be prepared to take on possible conflicts with the
environment. Often inner changes provoke external resistance. But
with the red aspects we also have powers of self-assertion to cope with
them. When things get us down and we can’t do what should be done,
then we can get into internal and external conflicts.

Traditional Astrology

That is also why the red aspects were seen as negative in traditional
astrology. No one wants to suffer voluntarily; no one wants to over
exert themselves if things go wrong. Our resistance to effort, work or
exettion is the problem, if we have problems with these aspects. We
very often compensate with resulting feelings of guilt in hectic, inane
compulsive activity. We take refuge in work, almost blindly wasting the
dynamic red aspect energy, pushing our strengths to depletion without
achieving satisfactory results. Because we act rashly and without
control, we make little mistakes that come back to haunt us and for
which we have to pay. Then we will probably blame it on the red
aspects and decide that they are bad. But it was my own fault, either
my rash reactions or my obstructiveness, my defiance that led me not
to accept the challenge and to use my energy incorrectly.

With the red aspects, it is particularly important to really understand
what they want from us. We should make a thorough study of the
aspected planets and find the corresponding developmental ideas as to
how our personality should be rounded. Then we can undertake new
activities intelligently, consciously and joyfully and experience positive
results in terms of the planets involved.
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Red aspects to the “hard” planets Sun, Mars, Saturn, Uranus and
Pluto naturally have a stronger influence, as they are similar to them.
Depending on the way they are aspected by other planets, their
problems can be increased or aggravated or weak planets can alleviate
them. Either we tend to blockages or hardened attitudes or in the best
case to a consolidation of the available essential energies. With enough
self-discipline, the same aspects can lead to one’s own abilities being
used for the good of others, especially when the aspects are to the
spititual planets of Uranus, Neptune or Pluto. A tension that brings
down some people can be used by others as a spur for development
out of the insight that taking on larger tasks or responsibilities in case
of need can resolve internal contlict.

The square as a Mars aspect is generally very helpful for further
development. It activates us more strongly than the opposition does,
but also makes us more aggressive. The energies stimulated from
outside us and inside us provoke us and call up hidden desires, but
also problems appear according to which planet or aspect figures are
involved and in which House and Sign the planet is situated.

It can happen that our activities and goals meet with resistance, which
usually incite us to still greater efforts. A square very often makes
us dissatisfied with the status quo, and awakens our revolutionary
impulses, independence and defence of freedom. This is particularly
likely when “hatd” planets (Sun, Mars, Saturn, Uranus, Pluto) are
connected by squares. In squares to “weak” planets (Moon, Mercury,
Venus, Jupiter, Neptune), thete can be exaggeration and excessive
behaviour or similar. Sometimes the squate has a drastic character
whose influence can extend to external events. In profiled planets, i.e.
those lying near a main axis or those singled out by the aspect pattern,
red aspects act as strong stimuli and put these planets under excessive
tension, just like Stress Planets (16).

Blue Aspects
Sextile: 6 .
extile 60 degree angle A 120° 6h° %
Trine: 120 degree angle
In contrast, blue aspects ate concerned with
Biue

material things; they are bearers of abilities
and qualities. Planets connected by a blue
aspect have a material relationship and are equipped with optimal
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substance. This frequently includes a particular talent that requires no
effort (Talent Triangle). There are people who have talent but do not
commit themselves as the situation does not require it. These talents
can remain latent for a long time. The blue aspect gives no stimulus,
except for the stimulus of pleasure! That is why red aspects should
always be available to get things moving,

From this point of view, a blue aspect is not particularly “good”. Even
habits (both bad and good) can hide in the blue aspects. Obligations
are dealt with in a reflex manner, which does not necessarily mean that
the reflex suits the situation.

Sextile and Ttine

These two blue aspects correspond to Venus and Jupiter. The sextile
could also be defined as a talent still in the process of growth, the trine
as a mature talent, comparable to the fruit at harvest time. A trine
indicates the ripened stage of a talent, the reaching of completion,
while in the sextile, the talent is still being developed. Interestingly,
the striving for perfection is a property of the sextile. There is still
movement in this matter, it is striving and still growing, Harmony and
perfection are the measure of all things in the blue aspects. Maturity
is a perfect or harmonious and resting state. That is also the reason
why we prefer the blue aspects. They give us satisfaction, we need
do nothing more, we don’t need to make any effort. The sextile =
growth, the trine = fulfilment. Sometimes with the sextile there is an
exaggerated need for harmony, and with the trine perfectionism or
addictive tendencies.

Disruption

Because blue aspects penetrate the reserves deeply, every disruption
is frequently perceived physically — in certain cases even as illness.
When something is wrong, for example in the case of ingrained habits,
crystallised states or tensions, blue aspects want to make them flow
again. That can cut right to the quick. When we have become too
comfortable, lulled into security, wanting to rest on our laurels, we are
roused out of this tranquillity. Situadons often crop up in life in which
we must show character; without this we will not be taken setiously nor
will our true worth be recognised, which is naturally hurtful. It should
already be obvious that blue aspects are not just good aspects, they can
actually demand a lot from us. Of course the evaluation depends on
which type of planet is aspected and how this aspect is integrated into
the whole pattern.
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Sextile Aspect

A sextile to a planet supports the release of existing tensions. Sextiles
are Venus aspects, so they make us more open to new relationships and
mainly to the pleasant side of life. We are more adaptable, tolerant and
can understand other people better, even forgive them. The sextile often
has a problem-solving effect, creates new possibilities for compromise
in situations of conflict. Our aesthetic sense is also sharpened, which
can also lead to anxiety. According to the planet, House and Sign
involved, we react hypersensitively to disruptions, to the undesirable,
to the ugly and to noise. We don’t want to lose a previously attained
state of harmony; we want to enjoy it on an ongoing basis. This often
causes separation, anxiety and fear of conflict, with the willingness to
back down and adapt. Many people do not want to change and want
to be leftin peace; they are ready to compromise and unable to tolerate
conflicts. 1f this aspect is activated by the Age Point (17), a kind of
assimilation process takes place. Now we often have the necessary
time to process or to “digest” previous experiences, or to assimilate
new things without tension.

Trine Aspect

Planets connected by a trine aspect show their best properties. They
are real benefactors and compensate for many things; they bring us
the fruits of our labours. People with trine aspects find a way out
of many difficulties; they are optimistic and look for the highest and
best in everything. It is a “Jupiter aspect” that promises the optimum
and usually has enough reserves to keep those promises. It protects
against unpleasant experiences and magnetically attracts what is good
for it. In this aspect, reserves are accumulated that can be drawn on
at any time.

But there are dangers lurking here too, if we rest for too long on
our laurels and are not aware that life goes on in an cternal interplay
— demanding new adaptations, changes and conversions of us on a
daily basis. If we possess too little character, we will be made painfully
aware of this lack. Everything fake and untrue should now be rejected;
things should start moving and bring us joy again. It is no fun any
more to pretend that we are happy with everything, It is well-known
that indulgence, tranquillity, comfort and saticty can lead to boredom
and to a so-called “over-saturation crisis”
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Green Aspects

Semi-Sextile: 30 degree angle

Quincunx: 150 degree angle o

The green aspects are called sensitive or

information aspects. Up to now, only the

API school has given these aspects (30° semi-

sextile and 150° quincunx) the attention they deserve. Although they
are relatively weak and have a correspondingly small orb, they have a
completely different systematic relationship with the traditional aspect
interpretation than other equally weak aspects like the semi-square
(45°), the sesquiquadrate (135°), the quintile (72°) and the bi-quintile
(144°), with which they are often associated. Study sheet 12 of the API
Study Materials (2), or the earlier aspect presentation “The Subject of
Aspects” go into this in more depth.

The colour green was actually only arrived at in the 20" century,
via the third principle called ‘information’ in physics. Behind every
process there is an aim and an intent that scientists call information.
Wherever we come across patterns in nature, there is pattern-forming
information hidden behind them that wants to construct something
very particular according to a specific information pattern out of the
available energies and martter.

Nowadays, for example in further mathematics, they are trying to
unravel this information model to find out why certain patterns,
substances and energies always behave in the same way. What intention
liecs behind man’s use of naturally occurring materials and use of energy
to produce tools, for example? They are man-made artefacts that arc
used for the purpose for which they were created. A quite conscious
information technology lies behind it. We think of something and
produce it; that is why we need energy and matter. We let energy act
upon matter in a specific way, thus creating the object we need.

The green aspects in a person’s horoscope do not relate to pure
information, but to awareness. The green aspects are awareness
aspects. Awareness has many different unconscious forms, for example
sensitivity and even a feeling is a kind of awareness. It does not matter
whether we are aware of this in our daily consciousness or if it is a
subliminal but still available awatreness process.
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Semi-Sextile (small thinking step)

The 30° semi-sextile is the Mercurial division that we call the “small
thinking step”. It is an attempt by the consciousness to understand
something. Although it still need not have to have any consequences,
one is open to everything, Mercurial means: being neutral and not
taking a stand, also to have no tendency to judge or to evaluate, but
just the curiosity to want to be informed. Let us take the example of a
journalist, who must make neutral reports of everything that happens
so that the reader gets an objective picture of the situation. It is a non-
binding process and in principle absolutely neutral. When we read the
paper and something is wrong with one article the information can be
denied or repressed by the consciousness. When we like something
we can spread it around everywhere. But that is a subjective reaction.
The impressions and information that the small green aspect brings
can, in principle, be used as one wants; the aspect itself contains only
information, it is up to the ego to evaluate it. The aspect characterises
the factual assimilation of information and its communication.
There may be interest and curiosity relating to an issue, but there is
no judgement; in many cases there is also indifference. This may be
caused by their own objectivity towards the issues, there should be
more emotional involvement in them, or they are not interested in the
things because they are too far removed for them to reach. Or they
are too close at hand, apparently too mundane and the topic is already
familiar because it is ordinary.

Quincunx (large thinking step)

As previously mentioned, we call the long green aspect the “large
thinking step”. Our consciousness tries to extend itself and reach a
goal, to strive for knowledge or expetience. When we go through a
thinking process with the consciousness and reach an intellectual goal,
it is called deduction. That is a possible way for the long green aspect
to achieve awarcness. The quincunx aspect also evokes longing (which
is also a process), for example when we long for spring in autumn.
The process of consciously striving for something that we do not yet
have and longing for it with all our hearts until it arrives so that we can
then enjoy it, is also caused by the long green aspect.

The green aspects are also concerned with our awareness of the
environment. There are consciousness processes that aspire towards
something, It is the long drawn out striving, the reaching and longing
of the consciousness for unfamiliar ways, waiting for something. It is
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both a feeling and an intellectual process that wants to work hard for a
result. Not until the long green aspect decides on a specific goal does
it become a factor in decision-making,

When trying to reach a decision by thinking, we have to work through
different cognitive processes and experiences before making a decision.
From this point of view, the quincunx is a decision-making aspect and
therefore an important one, for decision-making is a very important
process; it makes people strong. It is also a Saturn aspect though.
How many times do we have to renounce the many opportunities
available to us in order to concentrate our energies on one single goal?
Both green aspects are active from the purely instinctive level up to the
highest spiritual processes.

The quincunx aspect enables us to see the awareness-forming quality
of the mutable cross to which it corresponds. The “large thinking
step” brings a new quality into the old world view. Up to now this was
determined by polarities (cardinal = active energy / fixed = passive
matter) and limited to perceptions of black-white, good-evil, etc. Since
the start of the 20" century and the formulation of the Theory of
Relativity by Albert Finstein, a new dimension in human thinking has
been established by the development of psychological thinking, with
the experience of the relativity of values. This fact also helps us to
understand why Ptolemy had not yet detined the green aspects, despite
specifically mentioning them in the Tetrabiblos. This new quality can
be experienced in the quincunx. The old black-white divisions are
no longer sufficient; it represents a third dimension, a neutralising or
transcending of opposites.

Although people with quincunx aspects look for causality and reasons
for everything, they also look for finalities, i.c. they try to discover the
direction and meaning of developments. The quincunx aspect is a
longer intellectual process, with which we can discover our direction
in life. If we look at the position of the quincunx (150 degrees) in the
colour chart “The Seven Major Horoscope Aspects” (page 32) between
the Jupiter-influenced trine aspect (120 degrees) and the hard, tension-
laden opposition aspect (180 degrees), it corresponds to the soft side
of Saturn, i.e. the willingness to assimilate, cultivate and be interested
in the long-term development of things, events and information.

The quincunx aspect also responds to the demands of Jupiter, which
asks questions about meaning, context and perspective.  So the
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quincunx’s quality as a longing and searching aspect is as clear as its
decision-making function. We have a vision — often just a projection
— try to achieve it, but find out quite soon that the goal is a long-term
one. We must develop our willpower if we don’t want to give up half
way. The longing and searching should give way to efforts to achieve
personal intellectual results. The aspect then has a decision-making
influence, causing developmental processes that can transform the
whole personality.

Green aspects work directly on our consciousness. Consciousness,
a much broader term than thinking, is formed by processing all
experiences, including thought processes, sensory perceptions, feclings
and sensations that arouse the intuition and supply the consciousness
with inner knowledge. Green aspects make us sensitive and receptive
to new thoughts.

Both green aspects have a particular significance in developmental
psychology,because they are the primary switch points of consciousness,
in which acute learning processes take place. l.earning therefore also
means achieving decision-making processes and abilities. The green
aspects provide many opportunitics for decision-making. They are
mainly about acts of cognition: bringing about spiritual purification,
achieving awareness and making decisions.

Colour Choice
Conjunction : 0 degrees

Itis hard to attribute a colour to the conjunction

because it can be either red, blue or green, and \MW'
in our computer horoscopes we actually draw \ /
itin orange. The choice of colour depends on )l-d

the plancts involved, for example Venus and

Jupiter for the blue aspect and a red aspect for Mars to symbolise
the energy present. Green suits the Mercury/Jupiter conjunction, it
always sees both sides of anissue. Fven clearer is the Mercury/Saturn
conjunction; it is neutral. This planetary conjunction does not really
stand for anything, it just notices objectively, factually and thoroughly.

Attributing colours to the conjunction is not as important for the
interpretation as understanding planctary qualities.

In a conjunction, two components have an undifferentiated connection.
The qualities of the two planets are so close together; it is as if they
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were stuck together with glue. It is hard for the human consciousness
to separate them. For a person with a conjunction in their chart, this
feels like a new planet that has not existed before. ltis as if two planets
disappear and then merge to form something new. The interpretation
given to this quality by the person concerned is crucial as to whether it
helps him or hinders him.

A conjunction can make one compulsive. One acts under compulsion
because one has no interior knowledge at all to differentiate, and is
then simply compelled to act. Many conjunctions have the effect that
we make quite specific evaluations and have no idea where they come

from.

Close and Wide Conjunctions

There are close and wide conjunctions, and the limit lies at around 3
degrees; beyond that is a wide conjunction. With a wide conjunction,
it is casier and quicker to separate the components. The greater the
distance between two planets, in general the more clearly one can
distinguish between them and keep them apart.

For example, if the conjunction lies on one side of an opposition
aspect, which is the furthest distance between two planets, then the
tendency is just to observe the planets in the conjunction and not to
live them. The conjunction plancts mostly remain latent. The distance
between two planets shows how clearly they can be differentiated.

A Basic Rule is that distance creates overview and visibility. The
conjunction is the worm’s-eve view; the opposition is the bird’s-eye
view, and in between ate variations.

Influence of the Planets on the Aspects

In the aspects, the different planctary principles generally influence
each other and are in a reciprocal relationship. One of the best
presentations of this subject is in the book by Thomas Ring:
“Astrological Anthropology”, volume 111, Combination Theory (27).
The evaluation of the aspect generally depends both on the rules
explained above and on the linked planetary qualities. To clarify this,
we must make a meaningful classification of the planets.
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Feminine, Masculine and Neutral Planets

With this classification we can immediately establish whether planets
harmonise with each other or have different qualities. On the Planet
Table on the following page the planets are organised into three
columns, showing us which planets are compatible and which are not.

The planets on the left, i.e. Venus, Saturn and Uranus are considered
feminine; Mars, Sun and Pluto on the right are consideted masculine;
Mercury, Jupiter, Moon and Neptune in the middle column behave
neutrally.  Planets in the same column are similar in quality and
motivation and complement or support each other, although they can
be quite different in their way of functioning and reacting, Plancts that
form aspects to planets in other columns have conflicting qualities and
cause problems and tensions that reflect this.

Hard and Soft Planets

There is another important distinction in aspect interpretation, which
is that the ten planets are separated into soft (sensitive) and hard
(achievement-orientated). This distinction also shows us whether or
not the basic qualities of planets are compatible or not.
a) Soft, sensitive planets:

Moon, Mercury, Venus, Jupiter and Neptune
b) Hard, achievement-oriented planets

Sun, Mars, Saturn, Uranus and Pluto

Aspect Influence on Soft Planets

Soft planets react harmoniously with blue and green aspects, as they
correspond to their character. They sometimes only really get a look
in with red aspects because these have an activating influence upon
them. But it is more common for the red aspects to irritate the soft
plancts and lead to bad reactions, hypetsensitivity and exaggeration.
Of course, it depends on whether we want to develop ourselves or

whether we oppose internal or external change that can totally change
everything,

Aspect Influence on the Hard Planets

Hard planets react particularly strongly to red aspects because their
characteristics are compatible. The intrinsic strength of these planets
is activated and can be used appropriately in the outside world. Green
and blue aspects irtitate the hard planets; they often paralyse them or
evoke feelings of anxiety. They can also have a refining eftect though,
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thus softening their harshness. Some people do not react to them at
all.

Unaspected Planets

There are planets that are notaspected. There is much discussion about
this and the way they are evaluated largely depends on how they are
apptroached. Itis a fact that an unaspected planet lies in isolation with
its psychic power and has no connections with other planets to modify
it. 1tis neither repressed nor stimulated and can be itsclf. As it has no
connection to the rest of the aspect pattern, its contents also remain
a mystery to the person. This planetary quality is not incorporated
into the structure of consciousness, so the person concerned does not
experience it as an integrated part of his core. Even in this case, a clear
concept can be obtained with a four-dimensional interpretation.

On the first level, the material, there is mostly an unconscious essential
strength. We have no idea that these planets exist; such a planet just
functions as an autonomous mechanism and is to a large extent
experienced by the environment. In the partnership comparison, these
planets want to click with a partner, which we can see from the Click
horosocope (14). In the case of the spiritual planets Uranus, Neptune,
Pluto, in many cases there is a superego, which enforces collective
norms, which this person is subject to without thinking about it.

On the second level, the feeling level, this planet is experienced as a
failure, an inability or a deficiency in conflictive situations. We notice
that something is missing and start to be interested in it, thus starting
what is often a painful learning process that awakens awareness.

Only on the third level, the mental thinking level, have we gathered
enough knowledge about it to enable it to be used freely, without being
“distorted” by aspects with other planets. It has been statistically
established that such a planet works brilliantly.

The fourth transformed level is demonstrated by a successful female
author with an unaspected Mercury in her horoscope. She dealt
mainly with the problems of mankind, and skilfully wrote about the
path of evolution and development, thus preparing the hearts of men
for the spirit of the age. So she should have reached the transformed
fourth level, in which the personality takes on the luminosity of the
unaspected planct.

Aspect Interpretation in Nine Steps

As vou can see, the evaluation of the aspect depends on different
factors. It is best to proceed as follows:

Establish the angle 0, 30, 60, 90, 120,150, 180
Which of the three colours is the aspect?

With which planets is it connected?

Does it have an aspect to one single planet?

Is it part of an aspect figure? If so, which one?
Is it a detached single aspect?

Does it project as a line from the aspect figure?

e el Sl

Is this person working consciously on himself?
What degree of freedom has he reached?

o

Four Dimensional Aspect Interpretation

Another method of holistic interpretation is a three or four-dimensional
view, as we have already introduced in other horoscope elements. This
consists of a division of our sensory univetse into four levels: physical,
emotional, mental and spiritual. In this four-dimensional view, we are
not interested in planets and figures, but in aspects themselves.

We interpret the aspects initially according to the three levels of our
experience: 1. from undifferentiated physical impressions, 2. from the
psychic and emotional constitution, 3. from the autonomous mental
consciousness. The fourth level is reached after the transformation of
selfish motives into humanitarian goals or, in other words, when our
awareness has transformed from the small ego to the higher self. In this
way, we can also see this four-dimensionality as a gradual development
process that first has to be understood.

Stages of Development

The first stage corresponds to physical awareness; here we should
be concerned with the preservation of our existence. This stage is
used for self-preservation and the satisfaction of our natural needs.
If the awareness is anchored at this stage, one is largely controlled
by circumstances, dependent on others, and takes what is available.
Many people do not even realise that they could free themselves from
impulses, but rather take them for granted. It is the saturnine level.

At the second stage, we come into conflict with existing norms; we
wake up and rebel against determining conditions, e.g. regulations, bans



and claims. It is the rebellion against internal and external pressures;
we want to free ourselves from the chains that bind us, which leads
us into conflict. 1t is the stage of antagonism and duality, throughout
which we are embroiled again and again in bitter disputes. Itis a fruitful
learning period in which more information can be gained about reality.
Nothing is stable here, all is flux. The stage corresponds to the fecling
level and thus the lunar phases of ebb and flow.

The third stage brings us to the mental area, where we start to
understand, to think and to be able to make our own decisions. The
will is awakened and is activated by the increased sense of identity. A
phase of self-awareness, self-examination and identification follows.
In the awakened consciousness, we learn to be creative and to build
our own destinies. We make free space for our own development and
are mainly preoccupied with actualising our own plans and goals. It is
the phase of autonomous, self-contained solat energy.

The transformation stage (4" stage) requires a certain separation
from the attachments, desires and compulsions of the three personality
levels, so that the aspect influence relates to transpersonal goals and
tasks that serve society. The transformation stage raises the effect of
the aspect to the spiritual area, where personal creativity, responsibility
and investment in the evolutionary plan atre required.

We can derive many rules of interpretation from these laws of
development, which represent a rich source for the correct connections.
We learn to see for ourselves on which of the three levels our
consciousness is stuck and in which direction we should develop.

We would now like to extend the aspect theory and to describe it in
detail on the four levels. This is only a theoretical presentation of the
aspects, not an interpretation of their content.

The Conjunctions on 4 Levels o

On the physical level, the 1st stage, a conjunction is perceived
as inner strength. There is a doubling, a strengthening, which is
why a concentration of energy is felt as a physical experience. The
conjunction then resembles a bundle of energy that convinces the
person concerned that he has an enormous reservoir of energy inside
him that he can easily put to use when the time is right. But when
energies work so closely together, they can be hatd to distinguish and
it is very easy to overestimate their strength.
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On the emotional level, the 2nd stage, the conjunction evokes a
strong egoism or subjectivity. This also affects some people as mental
inflexibility and lack of differentiation. It convinces many people that
they possess special abilities that other people cannot appreciate. They
imagine that they have a special hidden power that they will use when
the time is right.

On the mental level, the conjunction causes a powerful increase in
energy; giving the idea that one is a very special person, unique and
unequalled. From the consciousness and the mental area comes the
impression: “1 am powerful and possess magical charisma; no one
knows who I really am. 1 will show you when the time is right”.

The transformed conjunction works as a reservoir ot abilities in
the mental area and as a source of inspiration. Suddenly energies can
awaken and flow out into creative works as inspiration. Those around
us are astonished at the inspirational abundance that has suddenly
appeared. But not necessarily, for inspiration and creative activity
require the deployment of higher levels of consciousness, as they
come from above, as the phrase poctically goes. Sometimes the energy
potential is also activated by fateful events, but is only available while
the situation lasts, only to sink back into the subconscious afterwards.

The Semi-Sextile on 4 Levels ¢

On the physical level, the 1 stage, the semi-sextile, being the
Mercurial small thinking step is not suited to starting large operations.
It is at the experimental stage and easily loses perspective, is easily
influenced and cannot see the wood for the trees. So on the physical
level, this Mercury aspect makes people insecure and irritable. The
small green aspect is like a quicksilver messenger that runs around and
collects information, without passing judgement and misjudging, It
constantly relativises and neutralises and throws everything into a pot
and easily loses the overall perspective.

On the emotional level, the 2™ stage, the semi-sextile aspect is
pure curiosity. The effect of this emotional component is that such
a person is driven around all over the place and absolutely must be in
on everything in order to keep his curiosity satisfied. If this works
emotionally and his curiosity is satisfied, he leaves it at that. There is
frequently emotional insecurity, and one never knows exactly what one
wants. Many people let themselves be influenced, blinded and misled
by a stronger will. In many issues, the person concerned lacks a firm
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point of view, often changes opinion and asks everyone for advice.

On the mental level, the 3" stage, this Mercurial aspect is rational
and adaptive. Knowledge is gathered with the hope of being able
to use it at some point. These are similar qualities to the Sign of
Gemini, as Mercury is the planetary ruler of this Sign, resulting in
the ability to combine and the desite to pass on what has been learnt
and to exchange information. Although much information has been
collected, it is easily forgotten. What was previously said or promised
is also often forgotten.

The transformed Mercury aspect can be seen as a very special
source of information. Wherever the thinking is directed, it reccives
exactly the information it needs. We are often led there unknowingly
and in the bookshop find just the right book that has something to say
to us. We are also ready and willing to pass on all information so that
it can benefit the general public and not just ourselves.

The Sextile on 4 Levels €

On the physical level, 1* stage, a sextile creates the desire for
material comfort. One tends towards complacency and lets others do
all the work. One does not want to be torn away from harmony and
complacency and reacts sensitively to any disturbance. That is why
there is often a significant demand for consistent procedures, for a
fashionable appearance and for money, possessions and affluence.

On the emotional level, 2" stage, a sextile aspect mainly feels the
attractions of beauty and harmony. One is in touch with the female
libido, the feminine and the Fine Arts. The feclings are attuned to
perfection and to the “certain something” that makes life worthwhile.
“Only the best is good enough” is often the motto for people whose
Fgo planets (Sun, Moon, Saturn) are connected with this aspect. No
arguments or unpleasantness are tolerated, and are in fact studiously
avoided. People with a sextile on the emotional level are good company,
due to their love of harmony; but they are also critical and dismissive
of other’s ugliness, imperfections and mistakes. They avoid roughness
and do not tolerate aggression or conflict.

On the mental level, the 3 stage, the sextile is experienced as a
certain acstheticism. There is a scarch for harmonious relationships
and an aesthetic philosophy. There is a desire for the happiness derived
from the merging of minds to be expressed in an ideology or in art.
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This results in aesthetic endeavours and idealistic pretensions. This
harmonious, cultural way of thinking of the Venus aspect can easily be
influenced by a strong personality. 1f the style and the forms agree, the
influence is not so easily avoided, but they are rejected at the slightest
disagreement.

The transformed sextile cffectively leaves behind the ego area of
the three-dimensional world. Here the sextile conveys the ability to
present things as perfectly, precisely and clearly as possible. It is the
ability to find a certain synthesis in all things and to show conformity.
Love between people is proclaimed and perfection and justice are
pursued intensively. This harmonious, Venusian philosophy is easy
to deal with, and conveys trust and fairness once a false willingness to

compromise has been overcome.

The Square on 4 Levels [

On the physical level, the 1* stage, this aspect has the physical energy,
strength and the ability to achieve. Top sports people need this aspect,
as do soldiers, who must obey orders blindly and do what they are
told without questioning, On this level, this aspect is undifferentiated
activity, the unquestioned turnover of energy. It is like an engine that
transfers energy. That is why people with a lot of squares on this
level are fighters. Of course it also depends on the planets that are
connected in the square. But the square itself is already masculine;
therc is a virile strength that wants to get things done. On the physical
level, the square has a rather undifferentiated Martian influence, a
strength that is used whenever conflict or fanaticism prevail.

On the emotional level, the 2™ stage, the square has a stimulating
and mostly unbalancing effect. The feelings are excited and stimulated
by a square. When nothing is happening, we become uneasy and have
the fecling of having missed something, often driven by anxicties and
also by feclings of guilt. These people are self-driven and never come
to rest until they have done everything asked of them. On an emotional
level, they react with a certain sensitivity to possible setbacks, and
with euphoria and passion to contact and love. There is a hunger for
success that drives them uncontrollably and embroils them in conflict.
The fighting spirit can also be excited, when provoked.

Only at the mental level, the 3% stage, is the square experienced as
energy-tension. It mostly provokes consciousness processes, so that
we learn on the thinking level how to handle conflict. It is mostly a
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matter of a confrontation of the forces of polarity, which are handled
intelligently. This is more a function of thinking than of feeling, The
conflict is then a necessary consequence, above all when one is dealing
more closely with existing intellectual problems. There is a desire to
know why things are not right and make an effort to find ways to get
out of the conflict. 1f the horoscope shows several squares, there
can be a certain enjoyment of conflict. Such people often need a
conflictive situation to win something. They tend to create conflicts
because they think that otherwise nothing is happening. Only by
asserting resistance or opposition can they come to a real dispute. If
a person has no squares in his horoscope, he lacks this strength and
avoids disputes and conflicts.

The transformed square is free from the libidinal uncontrolled
activity impulse. Fnergy is not dissipated, but used intelligently to
achieve goals and accomplish something that did not exist before.
They want to find solutions for existing problems and do away with
old states, they get things and people moving to make improvements,
no effort is spared to eliminate problems. The economical and
intelligent use of encrgy always achieves something, It is a feature
of the successful entreprencurial spirit to have mental energy. The
transformed square gives an energy-charged thinking power and even
convinces dissenters.

The Trine on 4 Levels A

On the physical level, the 1" stage, with the trine, the blue Jupiter
aspect, there is a pronounced need for calm and well-being, for the
maintenance of the status quo. It is a question of security. They
would like to maintain and enjoy everything just as it is. This leads to
a certain physical inertia. Somcone who is in an optimal situation does
not strive for improvement, because the existing one is actually good
enough. This leads to satiety, and often to idleness.

On the emotional level, the 2™ stage, there is a very pleasant trine.
This lucky and enjoyable situation can be fully savoured. The feeling
of luck is the reason why in traditional astrology the trine was called
the lucky aspect. But for many people, the trine causes a state of
stagnation and listlessness. 1f one already has everything, effort is no
longer required and there is a danger of becoming passive, easy-going
or even resigned. Some take it for granted that their fellow men will
serve and help them.
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On the mental level, the 3" stage, the trine signifies the ripened fruit,
the perfection of a state or a talent. When two or three planets function
mentally in a trine, there is complete balance and transcendence. But
also (m'thc mental level, the state of abundance leads to stagnation and
standstill. So the person thinks they already know everything; nothing
surprises them any longer and they know everything in advance. This
leads to complacency; mental pride and the refusal to develop oneself
further because one thinks one has already reached the highest level
ot development.

The transformed trine vields the fully ripened fruit of all preceding
efforts. This aspect pours its horn of plenty over us, raises awareness,
provides an overall picture and allows us to discover transpersonal
connections. There is therefore a positive and healthy reaction to
all external and internal processes. Abilities can be optimally and
abundantly implemented and exploited. Success is possible right down
the line. There is freedom from personal desires and thanks to this
serenity one gains the trust of one’s fellow man. If one is no longer
driven by ambition, aspirations for power or any kind of deficiency,
one reaches an optimum  stage, a state of perfection, balance and
happiness, but also wisdom.

The Quincunx on 4 Levels 7=

The quincunx aspect is, like the semi-sextile, a thinking aspect and
also a three-dimensional one. Because thinking aspects are hard to
understand, and there is hardly any information in the literature as to
how to evaluate them, they are particularly interesting, We have already
written about them in the previous chapter, and in “Life Clock” (17) a

whole chapter is devoted to them.

On the physical level, the 1" stage, the 150° angle is a factor of
insecurity. As a thinking aspect, it is not easy to implement physically.
People with many green aspects very often just leave work they are
asked to do; they put it off for a better day. On the physical and
emotional levels, the quincunx generates digressive thoughts, unclear
goals, illusions, projections and castles in the air. This delays and
unsettles the fulfilment process. Things that they want to tackle
are postponed again and again, and are only completed after much
indecision and rumination. Often, it is enough just to visualise a goal,
a place or a situation. The visualisation is important, but it is not
necessary to reach the goal. They like to wallow in their thoughts and
fantasies and often find that satisfying enough. Without knowing what
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they should do exactly, they have the vague feeling that theyv were born
for something better. They are easily influenced and mostly only do
what others expect from them. They willingly submit to a strg)ngcr' will
— at least until they know what they want. They are seekers, driven on
by an undetined longing.

On the emotional level, the 2™ stage, it has the effect of a longing
aspect, as described by Thomas Ring in his books (27). Itis a feeling in
which all one’s wishing power tends towards an undefined state that is
actually a goal but cannot really be aimed for. One either underreaches,
or overreaches in the case of excessive longing. It is a reaching out for
something out of a vague longing,

On the 2™ stage we find ourselves in a doubting phase. Although at
first we enjoy our dreams and projections, with time we are seized with
a nagging doubt as to whether everything is right as it is. Then we
start to think, to ask and to philosophise. An almost Faustian struggle
starts, with all the doubts and corresponding crises of belief. The
truth has so many faces; we see so many possibilities and easily lose
ourselves in relativising. We cannot decide at all what is less valuable
than the best and most beautiful that we can imagine, and fall into an
intense crisis of indecision.

On the mental level, the 3" stage, the long green thinking aspect
has a particular awareness-forming effect. It activates uninterrupted
thinking processes. Making a choice requires decision-making ability.
That is why the acquisition of this ability is worth aspiting to, and is
something everyone should develop. It is the most important function
of thinking and the whole development of intelligence. The large
thinking step of the quincunx aspect collects and extracts the essence
of many experiences. Not unti] the individual has gone through
crises of indecision and has dealt intensively with existing conflicts
or objects can he make a choice and separate the significant from the
insignificant. What happens next is very interesting. Decisions are
only made when the will is activated. The will function on the mental
level of the quincunx aspect is what makes choices and opts for what
is important for personal development; everything else is rejected and
eventually eliminated.

But there are dangerous obstacles here too. If we do not undergo this
thtee-stage development process, and do not decide according to the
laws of inner growth, a long green aspect can take the decision away

from us with an incident corresponding to the quality of the planet
concerned. In modern astrological literature, the quincunx aspect is
also called “the Finger of God” and it has often brought harsh blows
of fate to bear on the unreasonable or the indifferent. It is advisable
to adapt oneself early on to the developmental quality of the quincunx
aspect and especially to prepare onesclf for Age Point aspects (17).

The transformed quincunx aspect means the ability to catry out
independent thought processes and to find creative, inventive solutions.
At this stage we are both flexible and autonomous. We tecognise that
it is up to us whether we achieve a goal or not. Now we can confine
ourselves to one thing, one matter, even if this means limiting our
freedom, our fantasies or our ideal vision. Here the long green aspect
becomes the Will aspect. The increased concentration intensifies
thinking on a specific issue, brings everything together that belongs
together and rounds off the whole thing. It is a new, synthetically-
orientated thinking process, where the accumulated knowledge vields
results both in the detail and in the context. We do make progress
down a long, hard path though, which is why this is also called the
Development aspect.

The Opposition on 4 Levels o°

On the physical level, the 1" stage, there is a real polarity; after all,
the opposition is formed by two planets lving opposite each other. In
the horoscope it is shown as a red line. It works as a blocking aspect
at the level of physical experience, and produces a feeling of rigidity,
of being stuck. One fecls rooted to the spot. In life that can manifest
itself physically in many possible ways, such as stubbornness, mistakes,
misjudgements. If one easily identifies oneself with one pole, the other is
suppressed and thought of as the enemy. The polarity calls for combat,
in which the energies are channelled in the wrong direction. Depending
on the House axis, this produces anxieties, defensive behaviour and
fanaticism, which have nothing at all to do with reality. Tilting against
windmills, fighting against imagined enemies, defensiveness as a form
of attack: all of these are bad attitudes that result from an untesolved
opposition.

On the emotional level, the 2™ stage, the polarisation is already a
little weaker, because there is some flexibility from the feeling element.
The Moon is changeable and is classified as a water principle. There
is an oscillation, swinging from one pole to another, when the polarity
becomes a real duality. One is victimised from both sides, according
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to which planet is stronger at the time. Because the opposition passes
through the core, one often feels “penetrated” and suffers from
anxieties. But the opposition, as a red aspect, contains a lot of energy
that can sometimes erupt explosively and cause both disasters and
creative power. But at this stage the energy discharge is nearly always
provoked by anxiety.

Only on the mental level, the 3" stage, does the opposition as a
source of energy lead to intense intellectual conflict, in which the
tension felt inside would like to take over. Firstly there is an “either/
or attitude”. People with strong oppositions are very argumentative.
They are uncompromising; things are either black or white and there is
nothing in between. This tension can be unbearable and painful, and
the mental consciousness develops a process of seeking liberation from
it, culminating in its repression. As already mentioned, the opposition
is also a “repression aspect”. With the power to block, freeze and
stop, the painful situation can be repressed from the mind into the
subconscious. Only when other elements in the horoscope cooperate
with it, when it is pondered long enough or the opposition is “diluted”
by blue or green aspects in the horoscope, comes the realisation that
the polarities in life do not reptesent these combating forces but that
they are an antagonism.

The transformed opposition is a real source of inner strength. It
gives backbone, solidity and stable behaviour. The opposition no longer
runs straight through the core personality and does not cause pain and
anguish, but instead now receives a powerful energy supply directly
from the inner core. Antagonism has given way to complementarity;
one pole needs the other and they can only be used in a creative and
constructive way if they work together.

Brief Overview

The brief overview of four-dimensional aspect reading is a short
definition that everyone can add to. Everyone should try to check,
investigate and experience these statements for themselves, for every
astrologer is also a researcher after all.

64

Conjunction

1% stage:  Egoism, concentration, complex formation

27 stage:  Sensation of power, lack of differentiation, latency
3" stage: Magical power, source of inspiration

4" stage:  Reservoir of strength, creativity, budding

Semi-Sextile

1% stage:  Excitability, nervousness, insecurity
2" stage:  Curiosity, adaptation, eager to learn
3" stage: Lively interest, intelligence

4™ stage:  Source of information, being led

Sextile

1% stage:  Need for comfort, fashion sense, convenience

2" stage:  Striving for harmony, fear of conflict, compromises
3" stage: Perfectionism, aesthetic, beauty

4t stage:  Fair attitude, synthesis and perfection

Squate

1% stage:  Energy, achievement, activity

27 stage:  Arguing, conflict and fighting

3" stage:  Physical strength, euphoria, assertion
4" stage:  Intelligent use of energy, realising goals

Trine

1% stage:  Need for peace, inertia, satiety

2" stage:  Enjoyment, feeling of luck, pleasure

3" stage:  Optimal abundance, transcendence, serenity

4™ stage:  The horn of plenty runs over, inspiring trust and goodness

Quincunx

1% stage:  Insecurity, wandering around, projecting
2% stage:  Longing, doubt, slight irritability

39 stage:  Crises of indecision, decision-making

4™ stage:  Creativity, finding solutions in the context

Opposition

1" stage:  Blocking, freezing, repression

2 stage: Polarisation, either-or attitude

3 stage: Reserves of strength, antagonism, backbone
4" stage:  Transcending polarity, the middle way
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Early Arabic Zodiac
after a Persian design (8th or 9™ Century)
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Holistic Astrological Methods

Itis well-known that astrology, like other disciplines, is based on asking
questions. This means that we develop appropriate methods to know
what we want from the horoscope. It is obvious that questions about
luck and success require different methods than do the solving of
psychological or mental problems.

Over the centuries, the questions and hence also the astrological
techniques and schools have changed continually, according to shifting
cultures and the condition of man’s awareness. Along the way, many
have become out-dated and a hindrance rathet than a help. Nowadays
there is a whole range of schools offering different methods, which
can often be confusing for those interested in astrology. Choose a
type of astrology by answering the initial clarifying question “What do
I want to know from the horoscope?” not according to whether one
type is “better” than the others.

New Questions - New Methods

Nowadays people are asking new questions. More and more people
are studying astrology in order to gain a better understanding of
themselves and those close to them. They are interested in astrology
because life no longer satisfies them, and they hope to be able to solve
their problems with the aid of astrology. Others want to go deeper and
find the meaning of life, their true identity or their higher self. They
want to discover their karma and understand the destination route of
their incarnation. They strive for inner growth and the rejection of
incorrect ideas and behaviour patterns; they shoulder rejections and
crises, purification phases and transformation processes in order to
reach the essence of their being. They are interested in all conformity
to natural laws that relates to this, and they are enthusiastic readers
and learners. Tor a holistic and profound psychological horoscope
interpretation, integrative methods must be used which answer
questions like “Who am I? Where am I coming from? Where am 1
going to?”

The Huber Method

As explained above, the concept of astrological psychology expressed
in the Huber Method is based on holistic principles. It is closest to
Roberto Assagioli’s psychosynthesis. The psychological background
is the knowledge of deep psychology, along with humanistic and
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transpersonal psychology. In the API school, we work from a
psvchosynthetic concept of an organic, self-regulating and thus
subjectively healthy being, not clinical pictures. Values such as “good”
and “bad” are avoided on principle. We have abandoned the outdated
and contradictory methods of traditional astrology.

The Huber Method of horoscope interpretation is mainly concerned
with the integrative, i.e. holistic understanding of the individual, not
with the analytical process. The astrological-psychological methodology
follows the holistic requirement that all parts must balance and
complement cach other. As such, the method has internal coherence,
but is not closed to further developments and refinements. One of
the most important innovations to be developed by the Astrological
Psychology Institute is Aspect Pattern Astrology. It has been tested
and corroborated in a teaching and consulting context over many yeats.
Aspect Pattern Astrology is the interpretation of the aspect pattern as
a pattern for consciousness and motivation.

The Complete Aspect Pattern

Aspects are the angles that separate the planets from each other;
they have been known in astrology since ancient times. They used
to be given mainly in tabular form, and rarely plotted directly on the
horoscope. They now give a direct overview, a pattern, a model, whose
very uniqueness makes them invaluable, without even consideting the
planets which form the pattern and their House and Sign position.

These aspects were formerly only categorised as good-bad,
harmonious -inharmonious, tense-easy; this approach is now rejected
as psychologically unsound. There are no “good” or “bad” aspects;
instead each aspect possesses certain defined qualities that are seen as
challenge, opportunity, talent ot sensitivity. As explained in the previous
chapter, the 30 degree angle and its multiples (0 degrees: conjunction,
30 degrees: semi-sextile, etc.) have proved to be fundamental in the
character structure of the individual. Intermediate angles (45, 72, 135
degrees) are not plotted in the API School, they are recognised as gaps
in the horoscope and can be interpreted accordingly. The aspects are
not interpreted in isolation, but rather in their figurative connection to
other planets.
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Diagram of Consciousness

The aspect pattern as a whole can give immediate information about
the proportions and profile of the personality of the individual. It
is understood as a “diagram of consciousness”, showing the deep,
unconscious motivations of the individual. The aspect pattern of
most individuals is unconscious, as this structute lies directly around
the centre of the character. It is concealed beneath the layér of the
twelve Signs of the Zodiac, far removed from the House system, which
is the sphere of the daily consciousness. We spend almost all day living
in the House system. From the moment we wake up in the n{(wrnin;;
and open our eyes, we are relating to an environment in which we
remain until we go back to sleep. It is no wonder then, that the aspect
pattern of many people is not accessible, in any case until it is dealt
with consciously, hence the importance of learning something about
the deeper meaning of the aspect pattern.

Uniqueness

Lirst of all, we must know that the overall aspect pattern reptesents
the individual in its uniqueness and individuality. It shows the “inner
picture of the person”, is something hidden that would like to develop
and manifest itself in this world. In the aspect pattern, we find the
building blocks available to each one of us to structure our lives in our
own way; to cope with our problems, discover our talents, to use our
learning aptitude and to become a responsible individual. The aspect
pattern reveals the inner life, the predispositions and also how this
inner life can be exteriorised. [t shows in which areas the person is
successful and where he is blocked ot feels misunderstood. It is the art
of the astrologer to interpret this pattern both in its complexity and
in its wholeness. —

Form Evaluation

In the overall view of the aspect pattern, a basic theme can usually
be established that is either more dynamic or more static. In thi's
classification one can and should trust one’s intuition and aesthetic
sensitivity. Quadrilaterals have a static charactet, triangles are dynamic,
and with aspects not forming closed figures the straightness of the
so-called “lines” represents an increased dynamism. The symmetry
of an aspect pattern is also important; the more symmetrical. it is, th'e
more static. The more asymmetrical a figure is, the more dynamic is
the individual’s character.
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Colour Expression

In this splitting into three of the dynamic-static approach, we again
find the three basic motivations cardinal, fixed and mutable, which exist
as crosses in the Signs and Houses and act as qualities via the planets
and aspects. These motivations are immediately recognisable in the
three-colour presentation of the aspects: the red aspects (opposition
and square) are cardinal energy aspects, the blue (sextile and trine) are
latent vehicles for talents (fixed) and the green, mutable (semi-sextile
and quincunx) are information and consciousness forming sensitive
aspects.

To analyse the whole structure we use a form, colour and spatial code.
The latter is the result of the position of the aspect structure in the
quadrants, so that a more conscious, awareness-orientated way of life
(above the horizon) is distinguished from a more unconscious, action-
orientated (below). In the combination of the form and colour codes,
for example, latent blue aspects which stand on their own can have
a dynamic character as so-called “lines”, while square red figures can
act statically. However, it cannot be emphasised enough that a final
evaluation can only be made by the most accurate observation and
reflection. We will deal with this in more detail later on.

Relationship to the Centre of Being

We now consider the relationship between the inner centre (core
of the personality) and the aspects involved with it, especially the
opposition, as it passes through the centre. The nearer the aspects
point to the centre, the more the subject matter of the inner personality
can be recognised and detached; the further they point outwards, the
stronger the influence of the environment on the configuration of
that subject matter. The aspects are also to be understood as antennae
for communication from the inner core (divine radio) to the everyday
personality, to which its wisdom and energy are transmitted.

Therefore, especially in the opposition, there is a permanent decision
to be made as to whether to open up to the influences of the cote or
not. By taking up these energies one can better understand the subject
matter of the axis and transcend it. By denying the inner essence,
the problematic nature of the opposition is fought against and the
ego is trapped in its selfishness. This splits the polarity into a duality,
from which the individual suffers and is eventually caught at one pole
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and represses the other pole out of his consciousness. This is how
the opposition aspect becomes an energy blockage and takes on the
character of a blockade of the soul that may possibly be compensated
for by other aspects. The other aspects should then be considered in
order of their distance from the inner core.

What does Kepler say about this?

It is interesting what Kepler has to say about the aspects: “d# aspect
is effective when the radiation from two planets forms an angle, which is able to
stimulate the nature of the earth nnder the moons and the lower powers/ faculties
of animate beings so that at the time of this confignration have an increased
activity.” From further remarks by Kepler, it emerges that it is not the
aspects themselves that are effective, but people’s reaction to them.
Their effect lies outside the senses; it is transcendent, i.c. extrasensory
or psychic. The aspect resembles sensory perceptions only insofar as
it can be compared to signals that flash thythmically. The only ones to
react to the signals are those that are inwardly deeply moved by them.
So as such the aspect lies outside the general relationship of cause and
effect. This potential existence of the aspects, with their character of
only existing in the event of reactions, was interpreted by Kepler to the
effect that the aspect is a geometrical relationship between two light
rays here on earth and can therefore not be physically comprehended,
a connection of special quality and energy. So the whole aspect pattern
represents a structute of the consciousness of the person concerned.
It is an energy field with a specific radiation. Every aspect figure has
its intrinsic value. One way of clarifying this is to compare it to the
laws of music.

Analogy with Sound

For example, in the Dominant Triangle (see Chapter 5), consisting
of a square, a quincunx and a trine, we have a very special chord,
the Dominant Chord. Kepler’s genius was to explain harmonic
relationships in mathematical terms. So he succeeded in discovering
his three basic planetary laws. As the harmony of the planets is
revealed in the aspects, aspect figutes are the most important means
of illustrating this. In the “Harmony of the World”, Kepler developed
his third and most important planetary law from the observation
of the harmony of the planets that play within the intervals of the
third, gquarter-tone, quintuplet, etc. It is not far-fetched to compare
the whole aspect pattern to a composition in which we recognise a
basic melody that accompanies people throughout their lives. From
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the aspect pattern, the keynote, the building blocks and the person’s
life motivaton become visible. Particular abilities and possibilities are
contained in individual horoscope aspect figures, likes and dislikes,
questions that stir a person again and again afresh and also involve
him in the appropriate fateful events.
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Traces in the Sands of Time

(published in the jonrnal ““strolog” Nr. 69 and 70 by Bruno Huber)

Conception Horoscope

Astrologers often ask whether the conception horoscope, which
is charted from the moment of conception, is not the true, correct
one for the character and destiny. The issue has never had a valid,
universally acceptable answer. This is not only due to the problem
that in most cases people have no idea of their time of conception,
although special methods for determining it do exist.

If we trace theoretically what happens in the planetary dance after the
moment of conception, we see how in the nine months of pregnancy
cach one moves on in its own rhythm in the cosmic space around
planet earth.  Their comings and goings form many new aspect
connections between planets. This means that the gravitational pattern
(the gravitation ficld attracting all planets in the solar system to each
other) is constantly moved and altered. Eventually, after the required
273 days, a form has been reached that leads to the birth of a quite
distinct human being.

Planetary System

[tis certainly correct to presume, even if it has not yet been rescarched
scientifically, that the gravitational pull in the planetary system affects
all the material existing in the system at any one time. This can be seen
in the behaviour of the earth during drastic planetary configurations,
c.g. volcanic eruptions and earthquakes, or of the sun in sun spot and
flare activity. Quite specific patterns have quite specific effects. That
has always been the astrological view. Individual patterns come and
go. They do not remain as patterns but fade away again.
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Some of them leave behind traces in the sands of time, in which they
give certain materials such a fixed form that they take shape and remain
for a relatively long time. If we apply this to human beings, we can say
that we are traces in the sands of time that only exist for a short time
in cosmic terms; newly-formed volcanoes live much longer!

Birth Chart

So the birth chart is the representation of the forces that form a person
at the moment of birth, when he leaves the protection of the womb
and is released into the influences of the world. The horoscope reveals
the formative power potentials (the planets), their cosmic otientation
(position in the zodiac) and in their terrestrial or geocentric radiation
direction (position in the Houses). The gravitational pattern that at
this moment binds the power potentials together in a certain behaviour
pattern, and therefore also controls them, is also represented in the
birth chart in the form of the aspect structure or the aspect pattern.

In physics today, it is assumed that everything we can observe in the
cosmic or carthly dimension in the way of processes and states can be
reduced to the co-action of three principles.

ENERGY

MASS INFORMATION

For centuries, it was assumed that the energy — mass polarity was the
all-explaining principle (“everything in the cosmos is cither energy or
mass, or an interrelated process”). That is why in astrology also the
birth constellations are interpreted exclusively in terms of a concept
of energy and, as such, were one-sidedly interpreted only as effects
of energy. It will be clear from the author’s previous comments that
information can also be read in the horoscope, specifically in the aspect
pattern!

Aspect Pattern

Interpreting separate aspects as relationship functions between two
plancts has been in current use in astrology since the time of Ptolemy.
Some aspect figures, like the “Grand Trine”, “Cosmic Cross” or
“Dragon” have been known to us since the Middle Ages. These wete
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initially obtained by comparing degree numbers of different individual
aspects, which naturally entailed additional work in the reading. Not
until the 20™ century did a new form of plotting the horoscope (round
form) slowly catch on, which allowed the aspects to be incorporated
into the birth chart and thus to be visible. Only in this way was it
actually possible to understand the aspect structure as a whole.

It has been known for a long time then that a planet that is aspected
to other planets is not to be interpreted in the same way as if were
standing alone. Of course, cvery planet has its own character, which is
modifted by its position in a Sign and House. One could characterise
this as a colouring or also as a differentiation. So as humans we never
experience a planet in its original pure quality. For it is well-known that
it works differently in a summer Sign than in a winter Sign and incites
us differently if it shines directly from a House above the horizon than

if — because it lies below the horizon — it is first filtered through the
earth below us.

This spatial orientation of individual planets gives us information
about the “how” of their effectiveness, but not about the “why” of
their location. We humans always ask why though, because things
in life must always have meaning and sense for us. This is why the
old esoteric saying went: “Whoever stops asking the question “why”
stops living”.  And another, equally ancient, insight said that sense can
only be understood from the context, not by listing and describing the
individual parts (however ample and precise this description is).

Astronomical Perspective

If it is tidy and methodical, the horoscope is a truthful image of all the
important bodies in the solar system from a geocentric, i.e. subjective
ot earthbound point of view. The description of the individual parts
says nothing about the whole solar system and what it is like. T'or
if one wanted to draw conclusions from the character of the huge
methane planet Jupiter for the whole solar system, the image would
look substantially different than if it came from arid little Mercury,
overheated due to its proximity to the Sun. If the two definitions were
placed next to each other, the image of the planetary system would
clash irteconcilably, and the inclusion of every other planetary analysis
would not clarify the picture, but instead make it more unclear. So
much for the astronomical point of view as an example.
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Astrological Approach

With the astrological approach it is no different. The birth chart is
the image of the whole person, and the isolated interpretation of all
individual constellations eventually brings us to a very conflicting and
therefore inconsistent image of a person, if we do not possess the
generic terms that allow us to discover the position of the parts in the
whole in their meaningful context from a higher perspective.

Structures

The aspect structure provides this supetior perspective. It is like a
diagram that makes sense of the arrangement of the planets in space
by highlighting their functional interconnectedness. It is possible to
identifv the significance of this particular planetary configuration in this
complex arrangement and control system of powers and substances.
In other words, the aspect pattern is a relationship diagram in which
the various communication paths between the planets enable certain
characteristic reciprocal dependencies and interactions. All such co-
operating units can and should produce achievements corresponding
to their form.

The Aspect Pattern

The aspect pattern should not simply be seen in terms of energy,
rather like a plumbing or wiring system through which energy passes.
Its function is much more special: it creates qualitative connections,
it informs, orders and controls. Aspect structures can be viewed in
isolation, i.e. without the planets inside them; they give their own
information that cannot be provided by the definitions of planctary
positions in Signs and Houses because they belong to another level that
works according to different laws to those of energy and matter — or
even those of information, as mentioned above. Aspects condition
each other if they touch each other in a figure.

The laws that regulate aspects are geometrical or graphic, in which the
patterns can be linear, triangular or polygonal. Their significance is that
they reveal motivations, how one wants to use the characteristics of
the'planets they contain, what kind of goals they aim for, what kind of
qualities will be taken from life. As the lowest common denominafor,
the aspect structure can, on the whole, be seen as a direct impression
of the individual’s life motivation, in which the petsonal will to live can
be identified or the meaning of a certain human life can be felt.
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Swiss horoscope, Federal Constitution
12.9.1848, 10.42, Bern/Switzerland

Interpretation

The interpretation of the aspect pattern is firstly a visual, or graphic
thing and secondly one of simple geometric logic. To be able t‘() make
valid, correctly proportioned statements, two different approaches
must be cultivated:

1. The aspect pattern as a whole (also called aspect structutre) must
first of all be correctly understood and laid out, for as such it is the
overriding genus. It shows us three basic types of motivation and their
multiple possible combinations. Tive criteria can be used for this.

2. Individual aspect figures, which have a more or less closed character
(so-called functional citcle), should in fact be defined in isolation, but
only be interpreted under the generic term of the whole aspect pattern.
More than fifty such aspect figures have been researched, written out
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and named up to now. They are the building blocks of the aspect
pattern and will be described in detail in the following chapters.

Arthur Garfunkel, American pop musician
5.11.1941, 23.00, New York/USA

The total statements that we can make about the aspect pattern
and its constituent figures have great psychological importance and
consequences. They cannot be made at all with the classical means
of horoscope analysis. In the above example we can see clearly that
the quincunx aspect between the Sun and Mars is separate from the
rest of the aspect pattern. This fact alone is already significant for
an individual’s state of consciousness. In it we identfy two different
functional circles, or modes of behaviour, that are mostly experienced
in alternation. In the life of this individual, this is expressed in a
contradiction, now he lives in one figure, now in the other. This doesn’t
mean that the individual is schizophtenic. The two-fold motivation
can be lived in alternation without too much difficulty. A large fund of
expetience has been developed over more than thirty vears’ work with
aspect patterns and figures.
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Rules for Aspect Pattern Interpretation

The rules for aspect pattern interpretation given below are essentially
only true for horoscopes in which all angles concerned correspond
to the classical zodiac division into twelve by multiples of 30 degrees
(0°, 30°, 60°, 90°, 120°, 150° and 180°). Aspects which, for example,
belong to the harmonic divisions, like the semi-square, quintile, septile,
etc are products of another system and should not be considered in
this approach. Using them leads unfailingly to misinterpretations that
do not correspond to the reality of the personality of the individual
concerned.  Of course it is conceivable that these angles also form
aspect patterns that can be interpreted, but this requires a new code of
interpretation. The Harmonic System, originated by Englishman John
Addey, is to some extent just such a code. To avoid using different
systems, they should definitely be used separately. In the case of
aspect pattern reading, mixing methods leads to vague definitions, for
each method is known to be geared towards certain questions. (A
computer-generated horoscope requires the Huber-Koch method).

Aspects to the AC, MC

What is more, it is not advisable to use aspects to the Ascendant (AC),
to the Midheaven (MC) or to other house cusps, for they would lead
to a distortion of the aspect pattern, which could not fulfil the rules
given here. Having said that, many vears’ experience have shown that
the ascending Moon Node should be included in the pattern. This is a
pragmatic conclusion, for which the author cannot find a satisfactorily
logical reason.

Aspect pattern reading is firstly an art, and also a science. It is an
art because we identify a pattern with our eyes and can interpret it
with our intuition. One can often allegorically establish similaritics
of shape with structures from nature; occasionally there are also
associations with human artefacts. It is also scientific in that the mind
keeps learnable rules consistent in the context of a simple geometry
and an added dimension of chromatics. These are the laws that we
would like to present here.
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Geometric Shapes

The first and most important difference that we must make is that
there are only three basic forms that are important and which make
basics statements: the line (or a combination of them - a linear figure),
the triangle and the quadrilateral (or poygon). The polygon includes
the pentagon and the hexagon. Heptagons and above form a so-called
Diamond, as we have called it at the start of this chapter. As such,
this constitutes a special class, in which a maximum of eleven sides,

including the Moon Node, are possible.

N .

LINEAR TRIANGULAR QUADRANGULAR

At first sight, an aspect pattern initially shows whether the figure as
a whole roughly resembles a triangle, or a quadrilateral/ polygon, or
whether it is exclusively composed of aspects arranged separately.
These three main forms correspond to three types of motivations:
I. the linear type, 2. the triangular type, and 3. the quadrangular type.
This is the basic distinction that we can make between people. The
three are internally deeply formed by an innate attitude towards life that
differs fundamentally from that of other people, and which has specific
expectations from life and corresponding main objectives. These three
different forms in the aspect pattern enable the identification of an
individual’s personal philosophy and motivation, even when this is

often only partly known ot even unconscious.
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Linear Type

According to the law of graphics, the line represents a movement
(from A to B). The lincar type is therefore a person who is instinctively
convinced that “life is movement”. So he always wants to be moving,
will make an effort to accomplish something, wants to better himself,
to achieve something and secks expansion, growth and development.
The well-known proverb “The devil makes work for idle hands”
must come from this type, for states of standstill, quiet and lingering
enjoyment make him downright nervous or even angry after a short
while. He fails in his own efforts (and likes to blame others for it).
S0, according to his type, he can produce feats of physical, emotional
ot mental power or endurance that astonish others. But he needs
tecovery phases, which for him are not states of rest, which is why he
likes to fill them (e.g. holidays) with activities like games and sports or
cultural activities.

This “judging oneself by one’s achievements” is not the same as the
achievement philosophy acquired by our society and typical of our
culture; instead it is the individual urge for action of the linear type.
If there is peace and quiet for too long, something must happen, as
symmetry and stillness are suspicious. It “stinks” of the rigidity of
convention, of laziness behind the attractive facade, of the corruption
of an oppressive system. Iighting against such states can lead to an
enhanced experience of desire. But hell-raising can also degenerate
into an end in itself.

The following example for this tvpe shows the linear figure in the
horoscope of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Mozart lived his whole life
under a tremendous pressure to achieve. He created a large number of
compositions, more than 40 symphonies and operas, many of which
were masterpieces of the first order. His work was characterised by
the richness and virtuosity of its melodies.

Linear and Cardinal

If you are familiar with the three crosses of the zodiac, you will diagnose
the horoscope presented opposite as a linear figure and compare it to
the cardinal cross. But this is only conditionally correct. There are
also motivations to establish in the cross, but this is a question of
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Composer
27.1.1756, 20.00 LT, Salzburg/ Austria

the characteristics of a shape, not of motivation. Aspect pattern and
crosses are on two different levels. On comparing the achievement
motivation of linear types and cardinal types, it is clear that the urge
to achicve of the cardinal cross is always goal-oriented; it is the final
effect or the end product, reaching a goal, that is the moiti\.'ati()n. So
the achievement process can even be imperfect or superficial, as long

as the result is ok!

This is not true of the linear aspect pattern, where the interesting thing
is the process of movementitself. People of this type argue, sometimes
almost philosophically, with sayings like “life is movement, pcrp.etu?,l
change; what does not change is dead; all life is growth :End expansion’.
Of course, movement can soon become an end in itself, and the sea.rch
for change can become annoying for those around. Where ther§ is a
detached linear aspect pattern, it can lead to restlessness or fidgetiness
and absent-mindedness (restless straving); dispersal of energy often

leads to a loss of energy.



Elizabeth Taylor, Film actress
27.2.1932, 19.56, London/GB

Quadrangular Type

The quadrilateral or polygon (square, oblong, trapezium, trapezoid,
pentagon, hexagon) is the symbol of the stable form; it is a clear
representation of order. It is not for nothing that people build
everything that must be stable (e.g chairs, tables, houses, etc.) as a
square or a polygon.

The quadrangular or polygonal type is the diametrical opposite of the
linear type; it secks peace and quiet, and values nothing more highly
than the harmony of a well-ordered and secure life. That doesn’t mean
that he opposes all change on principle, or that he is lazy. He can be
extremely hardworking if he wants to establish or restore calm and
order. Everything should always be sorted out quickly. Whoever wants
to change the existing order will initially be seen as a troublemaker.
This generates fundamentally conservative behaviour, in which
conscientiousness and the upholding of rules are defining factors.
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Frangois Mitterand, former French President
26.10.1916, 04.00, Jarnac/I'rance

The above example horoscope belongs to the former IFrench President
Francois Mitterand, showing a quadrangular aspect pattern. For him,
the criterion for everything was stability and the maintenance of the
status quo. “Somewhere along the way there must be a valid system
that people can rely on”, is the ever-present hope that can incite an
even too exceptional effort/ performance. Behind this is the basic
philosophical principle of the preservation and support of life, but
also on the condition “at any price”. Tor the weakness of this type
is their need for harmony that can easily become an end in itself, and
can then have the effect of opposing anything new ot changing. The
“quadrangular” then becomes an admirer of the strong and powerful,
who adhere to his philosophy of life (“might before right”), often
making him a supporter of injustice. He then becomes a master
of “looking the other way”, and his philosophy shifts to that of an
“ideal wotld”. That’s why the quadrangular type is also vulnerable to
ideologies and cults that endorse his philosophy.
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A strongly blue aspect pattern (predominantly harmony aspects of
60° or 120°) reinforces this tendency, as it boosts the inertia; likewise
the parts of the figure that do not join up closed quadrilaterals (e.g.
one side of a quadrilateral is missing, or one of the angles does not
quite close). The ‘deal world” philosophy helps in the repression
of disappointments that result from the continual failures of their
own desire for order. A typical example is the following horoscope
belonging to Jean-Paul Sartre, the existentialist philosopher.

Jean-Paul Sartre, Existentialist Philosopher
21.6.1905, 15.15, Paris/France

Quadrangular and Fixed

The quadrangular type is remarkably similar to the fixed cross in
the zodiac, but here the motivations are different. In all fixed Signs
there is a basic need for acquisition (striving for possessions), profit
making and economical thinking; these do not appear to feature in the
motivation of the quadrangular type. The quadrangular aspect pattern
is concerned with one of the three basic possible consciousness-
forming models, which has quite abstract ideas of life and is detached
from realities of life in its own wotld. This is because his own needs
for peace and order matter more to him than the state of the world. In
the structure type, it is exactly this connection with reality that enables
him to think and act with such efficiency.
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Triangular Type

"This type is similar to the mutable cross. The trinity typifies the triangle.
In the triangle there is no polarity, as there is always a third point of
view to relativise or to search for meaning. This type is an observer, a
discoverer and a learner. He experiences the world not as an actor who
is either moving or at rest, he experiences himself with the awareness
that movement and static states are intrinsic aspects of the world. This
awareness just wants to “understand why the world works like that”.
For only then can it be safely and successfully negotiated — and maybe
even meaningfully changed. A good example for this is the horoscope
below belonging to Boris Yeltsin, who seems irrepressible as he
continues his political tasks with a seemingly unfounded optimism after
his heart operation. |Written when Yeltsin was still president - Ed.|

Boris Yeltsin, Russian President
1.2.1931, 06.07, Butka Sverdlovski/Soviet Union

Because it is an observer, the triangular type is a receptive or even
passive participant in life. To him it seems that both other types
construct the world according to their rules, just because they want
to. Because he rejects this, he very quickly becomes an adaptation
specialist (“the cat that always lands on its feet”). Anyway, it is always
difficult for him to associate himself either with the dynamic approach
of the one or the static approach of the other, for his nature is inclusive
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(“both...and”). He is mainly interested in interpersonal relations, the
protean processes that occur between people — for him what matters is
quality, not quantity, and one of his magic words is love.

Triangular and Mutable

Like the mutable cross, the triangle enables this type to cope with the
changing circumstances of life. For him, the wotld is like a tripod, it
cannot wobble. It is a potpourri and, although he does participate in
life’s constantly changing mixture of action and rest and would actually
like to enjoy it, he can never inwardly identify with it because, for him,
polarities are not a true reflection of reality.

Adaptation

[n the case of a mixed aspect pattern that is therefore hard to integrate,
he can become an adaptor. Then he is like a weather vane. If his
environment manages to cancel out the cffect of the triangle, i.c. it
forces him to identify with one or other extremes, that goes against his
nature and he loses the sensitivity that makes him such a nice person.
If he commits himself to the dynamic motivation, he will become
competitive and possibly ruthless. If he is overcome by the sense of
guilt of the ordered world (static), he will become a fanatical fighter,
and will judge those who sin against justice, order and convention.

The effect of the former is often that it is not possible to form a
sufficiently stable identity, which means that the character is weak and
that it takes refuge in all kinds of addictions in difficult situations.
In both latter cases, there is a long-term danger not only of loss of
identity, but also illness, because one is actually living someone else’s

life.

The types presented here are pure types, which are actually very rare.
Out of the aspect pattern samples given here, only Mozart is a pure
linear type. Aspect patterns normally contain a mixture of types.

Colours Speak Too

The second most important thing to consider in the total aspect
pattern, before looking at it in detail, is the colours within the pattern,
for they make a significant statement about the quality of life of the
individual concerned. Colours play an important and varied role in our
lives, and we give them different meanings according to the context in
which we find them.
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We have drawn on the theories of colour psychology in our choice of
aspect colours, which is logical because we are practising astrological
psvchology.  And as there are three different basic types of aspect,
it seemed appropriate to choose the three primary colours from
the visible specttum, i.c. red, blue and yvellow. We are referring to
the subtractive spectrum of selective light reflection by the various
substances and materials in our world, and not to the colours of the
light in the additive spectrum.

If vou already know how horoscopes are used in the AP School, you
will be wondering what happened to the colour yellow; as green is used
instead. There are simple practical reasons for this. When we began
training in astrological psychology, students always found it difficult to
find vellow felt tip pens (it was still difficult back in 1968!), and the few
who did manage it complained that the yellow couldn’t be seen clearly
on our white paper forms. The latter is still true today, which is why
green was chosen. Since then it has become so familiar, that many
people don’t realise that it should actually be yellow.

The Meaning of the Colours
Red

We use red for the 90° and 180° aspects. Our definitions ot the square
and opposition are not judgmental, as is still unfortunately the tendency
today with terms like “hard” or “tense” (they were previously even
classed as “bad” or “evil”). Psvchologically, such aspects are energy-
transporting links between plancts, and red is the appropriate colour
for the handling of energy or power, for it represents psychologically
expansive, outward-going (extrovert) energies. Hnergy transfer (work,
performance) is not bad in itself though, as it was said to be in the
past, but rather something quite natural in our lives. It is just that it is
not always easy to handle energy wisely, particularly in our civilisation
where effort is inextricably linked to all kinds of ambition and pressure
to achieve. This results in many mistakes vis-a vis property, situations,
nature and the human environment which then bring emotional
distress (environmental degradation).

Blue

We use blue for the sextile (60°) and trine (120°); it creates a restful,
rather inward-looking (introverted) and statically-inclined mood,
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which is appropriate for the blue aspects. We call them substance-
carrying angles, which show that two planctary functions have a
material connection. In our experience this means that they get on
well together (easy going). e naturally prefer this to the effort the red
aspects demand of us, which explains the “good reputation” of these
aspects in the past. We cannot accept that blue aspects are considered
“good aspects” based only on their past “glorification”. We know from
experience that blue aspects can also show pride and mental laziness.

Green

As mentioned above, vellow is theoretically the colour that should be
used, but it did not stand out enough, hence the use of the colour
green. In astrological psychology, a lot of importance is attached to
the “green aspects” semi-sextile (30°) and quincunx (150°), although
they are hardly used in classical astrology. They are very relevant for
modern man.

Yellow is the colour of connection, contact, exchange and
communication (the colour of the postal and telecommunications
services inmost countries in the worldis yellow!) Yellow neither expands
nor contracts, it is neither extrovert nor introvert but ambivalent and
versatile and adaptive. Its sensitive nature transmits neither energy nor
matter, but varying levels of awareness. The function is comparable
to that of the central nervous system and the sensory organs. Green
(vellow) aspects show receptiveness to stimuli and are highly sensitive.
They are curious and also very alert. As these are ideal preconditions
for learning, not in the sense of “swotting” but as alert, interested
perception, they are also called “learning aspects”.

Red and Blue

Red and blue form a natural polarity: the outgoing, showing-off ego
of red and the retiring, inward-looking blue. Yellow completes the
trinity. The experiences of the handling of energy and matter are
interpreted by the consciousness in humans (as opposed to animals).
Consciousness is therefore what makes us human. We recommend
reading Kandinsky’s “The Spiritual in Art” (25). This “master of
colour” writes about colour in a deeply psychological way in his small
booklet on colour.
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Basics of Aspect Pattern Astrology

By way of illustration we would like to go over the most important
basic rules of astrology once again and show you sample horoscopes.
We also distinguish between five visible layers of the horoscope in
the holistic reading, which correspond to the structure of the human
being, They are carcfully separated from the inside out in astmlogic%ll
psychology horoscope design. The interpretation records their
interaction. You can tead about this in more detail in Chapter 1,
page 21, in “The Astrological Houses” (10) and in “Transformatiﬂons,
Astrology as a Spiritual Path” (13). Below we show four layers of the

horoscope in a special graphic:
4 Horoscope Layers

Aspects
Planets

IC

1. The Aspect Pattern Consciousness structure

2. The Planets Tools
3. The Signs of the Zodiac Genetic structure
4. 'The Houses Linvironmental conditioning

Orb Table (according to the Huber Method)

To enable the aspect pattern to be understood visually, aspects must
be calculated accurately according to the Huber Orb Table and drawn
in the appropriate colours. We repeat: there are no aspects to the
ascendant, to the MC, to the planctoid Chiron, to the black moon
or to Lilith; only to the ascending Moon Node and the ten planets.
Due to the basic significance of the aspect pattern for finding the life
motivation, a precise procedure for the determining of the aspects
must be followed. You will find the tried and tested Huber Orb Table
on page 28 in Chapter 2 “Aspect Theory”.
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Guidelines

If you order a horoscope from a computer company, ask for it to
be calculated using the “Huber Koch Method”. You can have your
horoscope calculated and drawn up by computer according to the
Huber Method in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, England, Brazil,
Spain and the USA.

If you own a computer yourself, it is safest to purchase API software
(4). The computer calculates all the aspects carefully and the aspect
pattern looks vivid, because the aspects are drawn with different
thicknesses according to the influence of the orb. This is very valuable
for visual understanding. When you choose your computcr'softwarc,
make sure it is labelled “API-compatible”.

Koch House System

Before we explore Aspect Pattern Astrology any further, we want to
establish thatin the AP1School, i.e. in “astrological psychology”, as well
as in age progression, we only use the Koch House system. So to use
the Huber Method, you need a horoscope that is calculated according
to this system. Mathematically it is a time system that can calculate the
intermediate Houses (2, 3, 5, 6, 8,9, 11, 12) exactly according to the
place of birth, while Placidus and others rclate the intermediate Houses
to the centre of the earth, whereas the main axes (AC, 1C, DC, MC) are
the same in all House systems. We obtain the best results in horoscope
interpretation with Dr Koch’s so-called “Birthplace Houses”.

Dr Koch’s House system provides answers to clearly different questions
to that of Placidus or Campanus for example. An equal House system
that is oriented towards the Ascendant has a different perspective
than one based on the MC, etc. When choosing a House system,
the important thing is not whether it is “better” than the ()thc;'s, but
whether it is appropriate for certain questions ot perspectives.

Visual Perception of Aspect Structure

Looking at aspect patterns with carefully drawn colours stimulates our
senses. The aspect pattern represents a kind of symbol or mandala,
and possesses an energetic vibrancy with the rare power to stimulate
the intuition. The clearest way to imagine the aspect pattern is as a
fiery field of energy or vibration containing a basic model of the life
plan and the individual development goal. In astrological psvchology,
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we interpret the aspect pattern as the structure of the individual

coNsclousness.

When we have learned to read the aspect pattern correctly, we sce
a deep inner world that is never directly accessible, but that reveals
unconscious approaches and deep life motivations. They cannot
be grasped rationally, but require a higher thinking function, i.e. the
intuition or sensitive perception. By association, combined with
exercises for the imagination and horoscope meditations, we teach the
visual perception of the horoscope that opens up new petspectives to
us. We perceive the horoscope as whole, and that leaves an impression
behind. Aspect patterns reveal some familiar images, for example a
ship, a mountain peak, a deck chair, etc. The whole picture of the
horoscope has just the same effect on us as when we meet someone
for the first time and we have a certain impression of them that we
remember.

The graphic structure, the colout, the shape and the size of the aspect
pattern evoke visual associations. These are reflected upon and serve
as the introduction to the deeper meaning of the horoscope. Looking
and associating is in reality a quite natural and simple method. Everyone
possesses this ability within them that can be brought out.  When
looking we shouldn’t try too hard and just have a sensual, almost playtul
approach to understanding the connections. Jupiter is astrologically
appropriate for this. Jupiter involves all sensory perceptions and plays
an important part in intuitive visual thinking,

Metaphorical Imagery and Intuition

Carl Gustav Jung already described the human pictorial imagination
as a plunging into the world of metaphorical imagery. There we
enter archetypal areas/spaces that reflect our inner life. Jung said that
the “thinking in pictures and colours” was the language of the soul.
The human aspect pattern can actually be considered as a picture, an
artwork of the soul. Just as artworks, such as drawings and paintings,
count as the creative expression of a particular person, aspect patterns
with their total creative power can also become the speech of the soul.
If we direct our meaningful perception inwards, associations emerge
from the world of metaphorical imagery that awake our fantasies and
intuition and want to communicate something. The images arising in
this way are not thought out or planned, but they carry a message from
the inner world with archetypal content.
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If these patterns are considered seriously in astrological psychological
consultations, together one can identify their meaning and trace the
stories they tell. This liberates a transforming energy. It is an ancient
law of human life that we can only be changed by what we look at, and
therefore objectify.

In astrological psychology we try to create such effects deliberately in
self-awareness groups, with the aim of releasing one’s own essential
strengths, qualities and energies by visualisation exercises, thereby
training the intuition.

Individual Seed Thoughts

Recently, we have started developing the individual seed thoughts
or motivation formulae from the consciousness structure of the
aspect pattern, with the aid of a special group exercise. This can be
a kind of life guide for the person concerned, like a mantra. It is a
new, revolutionary way of experiencing the horoscope personally.
The method is the transformation process from visual understanding
(Jupiter) to verbalised knowledge (Mercury), which allows the symbolic
power of the aspect pattern to evoke images in us that come from the
depths of our own souls. Through images we evoke the language of
the soul, the aspect pattern starts to talk to us. The seed thoughts are
generated in us as verbal associations and ate the key to the holistic
understanding of the individual. The formulation of the seed thought
becomes an intensive group process in which the validity of cosmic
laws is revealed in the individual’s expetience of his life motivation.

Association

Before we start on the interpretation of a horoscope it is also very
important to consider the aspect pattern as a whole, without paying
attention to astrological rules. If possible, we should temporarily
forget everything we have learned about astrology, so as not to inhibit
our sensory perception and intuition.

Maybe as a child you were able to make out patterns or scenes in the
embers of a glowing fire. The clouds in the sky sometimes look like
a dog, sometimes like a dragon. With a bit of imagination, you can
transform the shapes of the clouds into patterns. This is exactly how
we should approach the horoscope. If we train our intuition, we will
be able to find the core of the personality, by letting the perceived
patterns influence us.
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e Hold the horoscope at arms length, or place youtself so that
you can see the whole thing propetly.

o Look at the aspect pattern through half-closed eyes and try to
avoid logical thoughts. If you wear glasses, take them off to
make the pattern lose sharpness.

e Hold the horoscope upright, do not turn it.

¢  You can make a template out of cardboard that covers the
planets, zodiac Signs and Houses, leaving only the aspect
pattern visible.

e Give yourself time to look. The pattern can provide a lot of
information: a blossoming flower, a tent roof, a pyramid, a
butterfly, a space rocket, an open book, a sailing boat, a flag,
etc.

e Perhaps you don’t see anything at all in the aspect pattern, but
are struck by the colours. Maybe the aspect pattern is very
spread out, compact or one-sided. Even if you can see no
concrete pattern, something will make an impression on you.

The Jupiterian Approach

When we work with the Huber Method, we look at the aspect pattern
for a long time before we go on to analyse it technically. This is a
Jupiterian approach; we use our eyes and our intuition. Only then
comes the analytical phase in which the Mercurial intetpretation of
further details and facts are examined. For us, the Jupiter-inspired total
picture is the corner stone that must be laid if we want to find the way
into the horoscope. We will illustrate this with a few examples:
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Mike Tyson, Boxer
30.6.1966, 12.00, New York/USA

This aspect pattern looks like a tornado. It has an opening to the
sky (gap between Jupiter/Sun and Venus). The unaspected Mars lies
in the centre in the eye of the storm as master of ceremonies. The
Moon lies at the foot of the tornado on the earth. The other aspects
are scattered, as though they have been switled around by the storm
and then sucked out. This is the horoscope of the boxer Mike Tyson,
known for his aggressive and erratic behaviour both in the ring and in
his private life.
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Yehudi Menuhin, violinist
22.4.1916, 23.30, New York
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Even when we stick to the above guidelines, it can be difficult to see
a pattern immediately in the above horoscope. Nevertheless, we get
an intuitive impression of the personality. The aspect structure seems
to vibrate and reminds us of the wing beat of a hummingbird in
slow motion, of something that seems still but in reality is extremely
strong and vibrates at high frequency. This is the aspect pattern of the
violinist Yehudi Menuhin. Even if it is not easy to see a recognisable
pattern in it, we do get an impression of the vibration of violin strings,
which have played such an important role in this man’s life.

Johann Sebastian Bach
31.3.1685, 11.30, Hisenach/Germany

The above example horoscope represents something broad. Perhaps
as we look a big shape comes to mind standing on both feet (Saturn
and Jupitet) on the ground. Itis wearinga blowing cape, whose tails are
formed by Mars and Pluto. The figure seems to be making a dramatic
entrance, as if it wants to shout “here I am!” This is the horoscope
of the composer Johann Sebastian Bach. His “Toccata and Fugue in
D Minor” for organ has exactly this theatricality of the grand gesture
that we notice in this aspect pattern. Some of his other works evoke
the same impression.
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Aspect Patterns without Planets

For a better understanding here are three more examples, this time
without planets. They are covered with a ring (2), so that only the
aspect pattern is visible.

Example A
13.10.1953, 14.28, Ziirich/Switzerland

On looking at the aspect pattern in Example A, words like diamond,
tent, mountain and angular peak come to mind. They are stable objects
that, like the aspect pattern, are firmly anchoted. The whole aspect
pattern gives an image of protection and security. ‘The high position
means that the need for security is not material, but spiritual, more
like secutity through trust. On the outside, the aspects are mainly
peaceful and easy-going blue. On the inside, though, they are red and
green, which are more indicative of reflectiveness and energetic, fiery
tensions that the person concerned doesn’t want to show outwardly.
It is important that these energies are correctly implemented, so that
there is no build-up of pressure or even an explosion. Varied, naturally
meaningtul activities can transform these energies.

Aspect patterns with a large surface area have many opportunities to
gather experiences. It often takes a long time for these people to give
everything a try and find what suits them. They are usually known as
“late bloomers”.
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Example B
15.10.1982, 21.10, Dielsdorf/Switzerland

In example B, we see what could be a crab with an antenna or a
deckchair with several short legs. Itis a small, simple and quick pattern.
While in the previous pattern problems are slowly mulled over, in .the
small pattern they are dealt with quickly and not worth mentioning,
The position of the aspect pattern in the second quadrant means that
the person reacts instinctively. The many blue aspects give a peaceful
influence, like a calm sea. One senses a depth of character that must
be aroused, as there is little energy (red) available; aroused but not
overwhelmed. One senses from example B that one must proceed
carefully, not like a bull in a china shop. Otherwise the crab will be

crushed easily.
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Example C
13.2.1985, 17.38, Kilchberg/Switzerland

The aspect pattern in example C represents a sailing boat with a red sail.
The protruding blue mast balances the catamaran in the storm. This
person has more red. They can and want to be pushed. Of course, it
depends on which planets are connected by red aspects. In this case
the subject is a schoolgitl who, with this planetary layout, is suited to
the modern Mercurial educational system. In spite of the red aspects,
she can adapt when she has to.
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4. Aspect Pattern Analysis

Introduction ®

1. Static and Dynamic
Graphic Structure: Linear, Triangular, Quadrangular *
Symmetrical and Asymmetrical
Comparison with the three Cross Qualities * Correspondence Tabl
Linear Pigure (Cardinal) * Quadrangular Figures (Fixed) ¢
Triangular Figures (Mutable) ¢
Mixed Aspect Patterns ¢

2. Position, Emphasis, Direction

The Cross-Hair ¢« Hotizontal Direction
Vertical Direction ¢ Position: Bottom, Top, Left, Right ¢
Right Position * The Quadrants ¢ Example Horoscope ¢

3. Coherence — Closed or Divided Aspect Structure *
Closed Aspect Structure * Divided Aspect Structure *
Attached Line Aspects ® Dashed Line Aspects ¢
Unaspected Planets * Tension Ruler
Several Aspect Figures ®
Aspect Structure in C.G. Jung’s Horoscope *

4. Aspect Pattern Colouring
Colour Dominance * Normal Ratio 1-2-3 ¢
Red Dominance * Blue Dominance ® Green Dominance ¢

e

Red-Blue-Green Aspect Patterns ¢ Single-Coloured Aspect Patterns ®

Two-Coloured * Red-Blue Aspect Patterns ® Ambivalence ¢
Red-Green Aspect Patterns * Blue-Green Aspect Patterns ¢
Three-Coloured * Missing Colours ¢ House Horoscope *

5. Life Motivation
Acceptance *
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Introduction

If we treat the overall aspect pattern as an energy model of the
huma.n consciousness, it can be compated to a human tingerprint that
constitutes an unchangeable, individually composed, personality model.
The aspect pattern contains abilities, ways of reacting, charac'teristics,
typical models, mental qualities and motivational forces that are quite
different for each individual. It has an individual code stored in it, like
the DNA in every cell in the body. Bringing out these individual codes
is a main purpose of aspect pattern analysis.

The first analysis concerns the difference between the three levels of
our lives. If we look at the aspect pattern on all three levels as a kind of
diagram, it affects the physical level as an activity model, the emotional
level as an inner map of the psyche, feelings and the unconscious, and
the thinking level as an adornment of the mentality that indicates the
objectives of opinion-forming and decision—making

But the aspect pattern doces not reveal one’s destiny or even events
or external things. It is a deep inner dimension in which the life
motivation is hidden, which consists mainly of a mixture of the qualities
of the three crosses, which are primordial motivations. Primordial
motivations have archetypal characters and most strongly affect the
feelings. That is why the analytical process only brings correct results
when we first let ourselves be affected by the whole aspect pattern.
As mentioned above, the perception of the horoscope as a pattern is
a first step in sensing the symbolism of the aspect pattern and thus
arousing the intuition. Only then can we start to analyse the aspect
pattern according to the following five rules of interpretation:

1. Static/Dynamic — Graphic Structure:
Linear, Triangular, Quadrangular

2. Position/Emphasis/Direction
3. Coherence

4. Colouring (two or three colours, dominance of one colour)

5. Life Motivation
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1. Static and Dynamic

Graphic Structure: Linear, Triangular, Quadrangular

After the sensory perception of the aspect pattern, the next step is to
establish whether it is static or dynamic. Often this distinction can only
be made emotionally. The following rules can be observed though:
triangular and linear figures are always dynamic, all quadrangular and
polygonal figures are static. 1f the figure is large and triangular, the
movement or dynamic is more undulating, but movement is always
present if the figure is a triangle. Quadrilaterals and polygons indicate
a static consciousness. For these people, there is a marked tendency
to support themselves on different points so as not to lose stability.
Of course at this stage only a subtle distinction can be made between
dynamic and static. There are thin triangles and wide ones. F'or example,
the large blue triangle caused by putting three trines together tends to
be static because of the colour blue, although it is a triangle and as
such could be dynamic. But as it is equilateral and thercfore absolutely
symmetrical, it tends more towards stability. On the other hand, there
are quadrilaterals that basically tend towards stability, but which are
very irregular and are therefore classed more as dynamic. There are
oblique quadrilaterals that are trying to break out of the static form,
and which as such should be classed as dynamic and moveable.

Symmetrical and Asymmetrical

As a rule, we can assume that: dynamic and static yield to each other,
when the quadrilateral is asymmetrical there is nevertheless in it a
dynamic presence; if it symmetrical it is completely static. In a blue
triangle, the colour has a static influence and the shape a dynamic one,
whereas a linear tigure is always dynamic.

Comparison with the three Cross Qualities

Once we have ascertained this, we can then differentiate between
three different graphic forms: 1. linear, 2. quadrangular, 3. triangular
figures. They constitute three basic different types with differing life
motivations. As already described in the previous chapter, we can
compare these three categories with the qualities of the three crosses
(cardinal, fixed and mutable). The cross qualities are basic human
traits and not life motivations. The latter are only visible in the graphic
structure of the aspect pattern. However, in principle, the motivating
forces of the cross ate the same as those of the three graphic structures
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of the aspect pattern. Itis helpful for the purposes of interpretation to
know the cross qualities according to the law of analogy. It is generally
known that the three cross qualities represent three basic principles
in life and in all of creation. These are reflected in all trinities by
a chain of correspondences. The astrological interpretation code
always proceeds from the theory, from wholeness, so every astrology
course should begin with the study of these three basic principles. The
following correspondence table is useful for this.

Correspondence Table

Cardinal Fixed Mutable
Linear Quadrangular Triangular
Red Blue Green
Achievement Pleasure Sensitivity
Energy Matter Thought
Sun Saturn Moon
Will Security Contact

Once we have established the graphic structure of the aspect pattern, we
can look into the individual’s basic motivation. As this is a completely
new astrological method, we would like to devote a few pages to
explaining this topic thoroughly, once again with the aid of example
horoscopes. The following statements apply in the interpretation of
aspect patterns:

1. Linear or line figures are dynamic in consciousness; will and
¥ 5
power are their motivation, the attainment of goals is the driving
force.

2. In the quadrangular or polygonal aspect pattern, the
consciousness is statically-oriented; security and efficiency are the
motivations (with the exception of asymmetrical ones).

3. Triangular aspect patterns indicate a changeable or variable
consciousness; their motivation is an interest in people and in
relationship qualities.

4. Mixed figures indicate two or three motivations that are not so
easy to reconcile. These people are creative, see many opportunities
and act cleverly.
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Edgar A. Poe
19.1.1809, 2.00, Boston/Ma (USA)

Linear Figure (Cardinal)

This is a horoscope with what we call a linear aspect figure. It is
interesting that this is relatively rare, the other two being much more
common. FEdgar A. Poe was a writer in the 19" Century. Here we
should remind vou that Mozart also had this kind of aspect pattern.
We can compare the linear type with the cardinal impulse type. They
are very capable and are always asking how they can reach their goals.
Linear figures look for new opportunities to find a better way to get to
the summit. They are restless and dynamic and always running around
after something, They are risk-takers, they are strong-willed but
endurance and cautiousness are not their strong points. They tend to
put all their eggs in one basket and are often gamblers (see Mozart).
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Composer
27.1.1756, 20.00 LT, Salzburg

With his lincar figure, Mozart was unbelievably creative and also very
prolific. One goal was not enough for him; he was always tryving out
several things at once. The motivation to accomplish something special
constantly stimulated him; he developed brilliant traits and his creative
impulse enabled him to achieve exceptional things. The success was
not always nccessarily lasting, the impulses were dissipated again, and
the interest often disappeared as quickly as it had come. Maintaining
the status quo is not a concern; this is the role of the quadrangular
type.
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Quadrangular Figure

Civil Servant
18.11.1918, 10.30, Ettlingen/Germany

Quadrangular Figures (Fixed)

In the above horoscope, vou can see a large red square, it is the
horoscope of a civil servant. Quadrangular or polygonal aspect figures
all have an objective. They strive for security, as befits a civil servant,
for example. His basic motivation is to achieve a definitive, stable,
harmonious, perfect situation and then to maintain it. In a certain way
we can compare the quadrangular aspect figure with the quality of the
fixed cross. They are always asking what they should do to achieve the
greatest efficiency. They try to protect themselves by perfecting and
maintaining the status quo. They take the best from a well-functioning
situation and see developments through to the end. They want to see
the fruits of their labours and also to harvest them, which is why they
never stop tilling the soil, investigating the laws of life so that fruit can
grow. These people feel the need to put plans into practice and not just
to talk about them. The aspect figures with four or more corners are
“tethered” and only come to rest when they have reached the perfect
situation and evervthing is in order. The state of the consciousness is
static and the principle corresponds to Saturn.
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Triangular Figure
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Bruno Huber
29.11.1930, 12.55, Z.urich, Switzerland

Triangular Figures (Mutable)

Triangular figures are variable, i.e. changeable and mutable. The above
horoscope makes an overall triangular impression. This structure has
an affinity with the mutable cross; the motivations are love, contact,
communication, learning and rescarch. The consciousness is geared
to identifying relationships between things and nature, so as to derive
sense and meaning from them. These people are very adaptive, flexible,
sensitive and are interested in many things. They always ask “Why is
that so, why do I have to do that? Why is that happening to me?”
They look and search until they find answers and a meaning. Only
then can they identify themselves with it. They want to identify the
regulatity and thus understand and improve interpersonal relations. So
they try to relate to everything that exists, to discover the essential, the
true, the beautiful and the just. They adapt to situations and people
until they have experienced everything about them, then they move on
to new things. They are mentally always on the move. Their principle
is change.
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Mixed Aspect Patterns

The above-mentioned main features can be superimposed and modified
by other interpretation elements, especially when we find different
aspect figures separated from each other. In many horoscopes, there
are two ot three different geometric shapes, therefore also two or
three separate motivations. These parts can each belong to one of
the three basic models. Such people are mostly creative and versatile.
They find a way out of every difficult situation. Many change their
attitude abruptly, jumping from one character to another to adapt to
the prevailing circumstances, especially when it is expedient for them.

Carl Gustav Jung
26.7.1875, 19.20, Kesswil/Switzerland

The above example hotoscope belongs to C. G. Jung. The aspect
pattern contains a triangle, a quadrilateral and a linear figure, thus
combining all three motivations. These people are usually all-rounders
with a special charisma. They are versatile, can see things they are
doing through to the end, and are usually endowed with creativity and
productivity. Jung was a creative man. He was dynamic, so that he
could sail in and impose his will (linear); but he was also very cautious
in his judgments and tenacious in pursuing his goals (quadrangular);
and he was personally very attached to his clients (triangular).
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2. Position, Emphasis, Direction

We now come to the next stage of aspect pattern analysis, i.e. to the
position, emphasis and direction of the aspect structure. For this we
need to know the spatial disposition of the hotoscope. Tirstly we
divide the horoscope into four using a cross-hair to find the left, right,
top and bottom positions. Then we establish the subject of the four
quadrants: 1. Impulse (or Drive), 2. Instinct, 3. Thinking, 4. Being,
And then we know just from looking at the aspect structure which area
of the horoscope has the greatest concentration of planets.

The Cross-Hair

When we align ourselves to the cross-
hair in the horoscope (hotizon AC-DC
and meridian IC-MC), itis easy to see the
horizontal and vertical line distribution )
of the aspects. The vertical aspects »
tepresent individuation, the horizontal
ones relationship to others. If the
hotoscope consists mainly of vertical Ic
lines, then the person is an individualist,

wanting to fulfil himself alone. If it contains several horizontal lines,
then the main concern is contact with others and the environment. So
we can learn a lot from looking at these two line distributions in the
aspect structure. If we look at the aspect structure with this in mind,
we see how the person approaches life.

MC

Horizontal Direction
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4.11.1940, 08.30, Huttwil/Switzerland
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If most aspects run approximately parallel to the horizon line of the
horoscope, as in the above example, the consciousness is basically
concerned with the ego and the ‘you’. Such a person is always
oriented towards several other people and has trouble acting alone and
independently. He must have someone who is quite devoted to him
and gives him reassurance or approval. Thatalso indicates a profession
that brings him into contact with other people.

Vertical Direction

9.1.1950, 04.15, St. Gallen/Switzerland

If the aspects are predominantly vertical along the meridian line, the
consciousness is markedly individualistic. The person is primarily
interested in his own self-development and has trouble getting on
with other people on a long-term basis, even if he loves them. These
problems arise because independence and freedom are his priotities.

Conversely, someone who is predominantly “other-oriented” finds it
very difficult to live with a person who is predominantly individualistic.
These diverging motivations are particularly important in Partner
horoscopes. The use of traditional interpretation methods often leads
to conflicting conclusions. We then wonder why they sometimes fit
and other times do not. 1t depends on both the aspect direction and
on the corresponding life motivations.
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Position:
Bottom, Top, Left, Right

Whether the aspect pattern lies at the bottom, top, left or right of

the horoscope is crucial for understanding basic orientation and goal
direction.

A position in the bottom part of the horoscope means that the person
is mainly interested in belonging to the collective. 1f the emphasis
is on the left (‘1) side, then all experiences are related to the person’s
own ego. A right (You’) position indicates a tuning in to others and
to the environment and a tendency to do what others expect. In the
upper part of the horoscope, the person wants to be free, his interests
are mainly professional and he wants to get ahead and fulfil himself
independently.

The interpretation example below features the description of a
horoscope where the aspect structure lies on the right:

Right Position

Female
8.8.1921, 20.30, llanz/Switzerland

In this horoscope we can see immediately that the linear figure is
predominantly located on the right of the horoscope and is positioned
in the second quadrant. Only one aspect runs through the ‘I’ side,
to Uranus. The positioning indicates an You-connectedness of the
consciousness; in this case even a dependency on others for self-worth,
so that this person can only feel useful by relating to others. Due to the
presence of all three Ego planets (Sun, Moon, Saturn) in this area, we
call this a right or “You’ pressure, as ego-validation is expected or even
forced from other people. 1f we combine the right position and the
basic motivation of the linear figure, we come to the conclusion that
this person directs her energies wilfully and impulsively towards others
and acts and reacts dynamically.

Another feature is that the aspect structure is split, the motives are
not directed towards the same goal. Because the aspect structure is
divided into two parts, the other-oriented impulses are inconsistent
and contradictory. ‘They compensate relatively unsuccesstully for
egoism.  Between the Mars/Mercury conjunction and the Sun/
Neptune conjunction there is a gap that indicates a loss of energy and
resulting failures. Gaps in the aspect pattern can be seen as open and
unprotected places. People usually realise this when their Age Point
runs through such a “gap” (17).

When establishing the emphasis, it is immediately obvious from the
above example horoscope that the aspect lines and therefore the
energies of the linear aspect structure are targeted at the fifth and sixth
houses. This produces a concentration of energies in a small arca that
in this case activates the second, Instinct quadrant.

Possession of the concrete circumstances always helps to evaluate
correctly, i.e. a knowledge of the reality of the subject’s life. In this
case it is a woman who constantly took refuge in illnesses (6™ House)
and controlled and tvrannised the whole family (Cancer) from her
sickbed with her overbearing attitude (5" House). The feclings of
sympathy and antipathy predominating in the Instinct quadrant were
concentrated into reaction patterns that automatically and through
no fault of her own became instinctive, i.e. compulsive defensive
mechanisms. This explains why she was always ill.

Further clues for interpretation are provided by the evaluation of the
positioning,
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The Quadrants

An accumulation of the majority of the planets or aspects in one
of the quadrants activates the corresponding areas. Clear guidance
is provided by the universally accepted quadrant fields, which are: 1.
Impulse quadrant, 2. Instinct quadrant, 3. Thinking quadrant, 4. Being
quadrant (16). You can find a detailed presentation in the book “The
Astrological Houses”, pages 54-59. Further details can be found in
that book in the chapter “Variants” under “Small Aspect Figures”.

Example Horoscope

We would like to illustrate the significance of this chapter on aspect
pattern positioning and direction in more detail with the aid of an
example horoscope. Fitst of all we ascertain how the overall aspect
pattern is spread out over the horoscope, evaluate the emphasis of the
aspects and planets and the direction in which the pattern is pointing.

Firstlet’s take a look at the overall aspect picture. What impression does
it give? Triangular or quadrangular? Although the triangles in Keplet’s
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Johannes Kepler
6.1.1572, 14.37, Weil der Stadt/Germany

horoscope are clearly visible, the overall impression is quadrangular.
The figure has six corners, but the whole pattern appears very relaxed.
There is wind “blowing” through it causing it to collapse. These are
permitted ways of approaching the interpretation.

There are two parts to the figure that are only joined in one place
by a stellium conjunction, and their planets mainly lie in the ‘You’
area. The aspect pattern is clearly pointing towards the seventh and
eighth Houses. lt consists of an active and deliberate You orientation.
The great conjunction holds the two or three triangles together. The
overall impression that these triangular figures give is quadrangular,
which indicates a tendency to self-protection. In addition, they point
in different directions; one points towards the seventh House and the
other towards the eighth House. This inner antagonism caused feclings
of insecurity for Kepler. He feltas though two active forces within him
were pulling him in different directions. One possible result of this
was that he was constantly looking for a patron to take him under his
wing. He was protected by others from a young age, as an astronomet,
mathematician and astrologer. He went from one master to another,
always one step higher until he himself was the “astrologer king”. In
his time he accomplished his great achievements that would make him
famous. He was a consultant astrologer for important people who
occupied very elevated, secure positions. But he left them behind
too and moved on. Triangular figures have the mutable cross as their
motivation, which brings constant life changes.
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3. Coherence

Closed or Divided Aspect Structure

The next stage concerns the coherency or integration of the aspect
structure. In other words, we are investigating whether the structure
works as a harmonious unit, whether it consists of different figure
parts or whether there are detached aspects or unaspected planets.

Closed Aspect Structure

Queen Elizabeth II
21 April 1926, 02.40, London/GB

In this example horoscope, the energies of the aspect structure run
in a continuum. Wherever we start, if we follow the line we end up
back at the same point. The aspect pattern as a self-contained whole
is 2 harmonious, unified consciousness structure, and therefore the
consciousness of this individual also functions as a self-contained
whole. She thinks in holistic terms and in correct proportions, She
looks for the good in what is around her and extends it to cosmic
dimensions. She differentiates more subtly than just between opposites,
and thinks in three or more dimensions, i.e. universally. There can
be ten important details at the start of a thinking process, but then
more and more are added until a self-contained whole is reached. A
comprehensive thinking method like this is what is needed in modern
astrology, so that it can lead to wholeness and synthesis.
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Divided Aspect Structure

The aspect pattern depicts the structure of consciousness, representing
the interconnection of the contents of our consciousness. This means
that, in the case of two unconnected aspect figures, there are two
“wiring diagrams” of the consciousness, i.e. the person acts completely
differently in two separate areas of life. For example, a thinking
process is not a unified process that starts somewhere, goes through
everything and then finishes somewhere clse, but instead there are
breaks, hold-ups and leaps of thought.

In the horoscope below, we see a detached square between the Sun
and Moon/Pluto. It hangs like a shield on the You side and defends
against influences from this arca. However, the Ambivalence Triangle
with the opposition on the 3/9 axis and Neptune/Venus in Virgo in
the seventh House tells a different story. There are no Ego planets
(Saturn, Moon, Sun) in this figure, which is why one can go along
quite impersonally with the demands of the You, the partner. But as
soon as this person’s Ego is activated or confused, he switches to the
other figure and resorts to a defensive attitude, leaving those around
him shocked by this change of heart. Then there is a third figure
parallel to this one with a quincunx aspect between Jupiter/Saturn
and Mars/Moon Node. Such a person can alternate rapidly between
three different personality parts. He jumps from one figure to another
according to circumstances, which is sometimes difficult to understand
and hard to get used to for those around him.

Divided Aspect Structure

24.10.1940, 15.30, Rafz/Switzerland
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Attached Line Aspects

Michael-Alexander Huber
9.8.1955, 17.17, Zarich/Switzerland

Attached linear aspects are quite common in aspect patterns, as in the
above example from Saturn and Uranus. These connect by square
aspect to the large Kite figure. In this case they are cardinal red lines,
which possess a certain dynamism and strength of will. The release
of the talent or matter of the blue-aspected Kite figure is activated by
the will and then used. The static nature of the Kite can be overcome
with the spark of the will.

If the attached aspects ate blue lines, then the cardinal will and
impulse energies are toned down and can be used more sensitively in
a way that increases perceptive abilities and stimulates the alertness
of the senses. Such a person can focus his energies on something for
as long as necessary. The area of the horoscope that this aspect is
pointing at is significant.

If the linear aspect is green, the cardinal enetgy is consciously directed
towards a goal, the person lives for the moment and is very aware of
the present. The mutable qualities of the colour green come into play.
One special quality of this linear figure is “good timing”, whereby all
energies are deployed at the right moment.
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Dashed Line Aspects

As mentioned in the previous chapter, aspects only have a one-sided
effect if the Huber otb is not sufficient on one side, in which case
the aspect to the planet with the smaller orb is drawn as a dashed
line. If it forms part of an aspect figure, this side is not closed and
it constitutes a weak point. Many people are not really aware of this
figure, it remains latent for a long time. Sometimes energy flares up
and it becomes active for a while and then fades again, especially if
energy is running low or one is feeling tired. From the developmental
point of view, consciously-living people can strengthen this aspect by
working on it.

Unaspected Planets

Unaspected Mars
10.12.1915, 23.45, Halberstadt/Germany

It has been observed that in the case of an unaspected planet, the
essential strength that it symbolises is not part of the “consciousness
circuit” and therefore causes problems. In the above example, we see
Mars in the twelfth House without an aspect. An unaspected Mars often
expresses itself sporadically, sometimes too strongly, sometimes too
weakly. It is not reliable because it cannot be consciously implemented.
Unaspected planets either work autonomously, i.e. for themselves, or
they are delegated by the environment and are then also dependent
on environmental influences, other-directed and continually deprived
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of the conscious supervision of the horoscope owner. It is therefore
important to establish whether the planet is close to a House cusp
(determined by nurture) or a Low Point (determined by nature) (16).

In an advanced stage of development, however, they do help towards
spititual development. New research shows that unaspected planets
in a horoscope can lead to a special talent, and can therefore become
positive factors. The planet often gives a clue about the possible carcer
path, so that there are artists’ horoscopes with a detached Venus, or
writers” horoscopes with a detached Mercury. Much has already been
written in other astrological books about unaspected planets (28).

Tension Ruler

As in Freud’s horoscope (below) there are aspect patterns in which one
single planet lies opposite the main group of planets. We call these
planets “tension rulers”. Empirical evidence shows that this planet
dominates all the others; it imposes its influence on them, as it were.
In the case of Freud, we can see the planet Mars as a tension ruler
at the bottom in front of the IC in Libra. It is obvious to everyone
to what extent this Mars dominated his creativity and work. Mars is
the only planet in the unconscious lower atea of the horoscope. It
is no wonder that he attributed most mental problems to sexuality.

Tension Ruler
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Sigmund Freud
6.5.1856, 9.17, Freiberg (Pribor) former Czechoslovakia
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Mars and Venus are known to be the two libido planets, Mars being
masculine and Venus feminine.

It is always very enlightening to discover a tension ruler in an aspect
pattern. It is very interesting to compare the influence of this planet
with the life of the horoscope owner, as it teaches one a lot about
astrology. But one should be able to understand the meaning of the
planets that work as tension rulers on all three levels (physical, mental,
emotional). (e are planning another book on the planets and their effects on
the three levels).

Several Aspect Figures

Most hotoscopes contain a number of aspect figures and it is important
that each of them is defined accurately. It should be noted if any figure
is controlled by one of the three major planets, Sun, Moon and Saturn,
because the basic motivations of each one relate to the strength of the
ego. For example, two or three ditferent figures, especially if they are
not connected to each other, can affect each other — so that someone
can be well-adjusted and kind at home and a feared boss at work.
Such people can switch relatively easily from one figure to another.
In a way they jump from one state of consciousness to another, often
so abruptly that they confuse those around them. There are usually
two or three completely different reaction types or personality parts.
This fact is also influendal in the integration or disintegration of a
personality. Separate aspect figures can be observed in the horoscope
in the case of illness like mental-health problems, schizoid tendencies
or schizophrenia.

The question of the coherence of the aspect structure is also
important for pyschosynthesis. Divided aspect figures indicate that
the consciousness is not working harmoniously. We know from
experience that this produces an inner striving for unity. This inner
pressure can make an unconsciously-living person ill, but the same
inner drive for synthesis and wholeness can make a consciously-living
person creative. We would like to illustrate this using the example of
the Swiss psychiatrist and deep psychologist C.G. Jung,
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Several Aspect Figures

Carl Gustav Jung
26.7.1875, 19.20, Kesswill/Switzerland

Aspect Structure in C.G. Jung’s Horoscope

The two-part aspect structure in Jung’s horoscope stands out: figure 1
is formed of an extended Trapeze with the planets Pluto, Jupiter, Mars
and Saturn. The inclination of the Trapeze towards the Ascendant
reveals an introverted tendency in Jung’s life, which was mainly
expressed in his carlier and later years. Pluto, in its conjunction to the
Moon, serves as an interface to figure 2, a scissors figure formed by
the Moon, Uranus, Moon Node, Venus/Mercury and Sun/Neptune
square. They indicate a quite different part of Jung’s personality, i.c. the
cosmopolitan and worldly Ieo nature that makes him dependent on the
world. Jung himself alludes to the interaction between the two tvpes
of personality. The clearly separate aspect figures in Jung’s horoscope,
with their diverging directions of movement, are responsible for
this. He describes how he experienced both parts of his personality
consciously in his book “Memories, Dreams and Reflections™ (24):

“Play and connterplay between the personality hpes No 1 and No 2, which run
thronghont nry life, have nothing to do with a “split” in the usnal medical sense.
On the contrary, everyone experiences this. In particular there are religions that
hare always spoken to the No 1 side of people, the inner person. In my life, No. 1
has always been predominant and 1 hare always tried fo give free rein to my inner
roice.
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4. Aspect Pattern Colouring

As already mentioned in the last chapter, the three colouts we use to
draw the aspects were chosen according to psychological criteria. Their
division into three constitutes a valid analogy to different elements of
the horoscope. If more than half of the aspects are of the same
colour, then these colours dominate the aspect pattern.

Colour Dominance

The colouring tells us a lot about the consciousness type. In
interpretation, we try to establish which colour dominates. It it is
red, the person is achievement-orientated or tense; if it is blue, he is
an easy-going bon vivant; and if it is green, he is a good thinker but
also an irresolute doubter. If all three colours are there and form a
harmonious pattern, this indicates an inner balance. This does not
necessarily mean that external behaviour is harmonious, but there
is an inner knowledge that there are laws of development that rule
everything

Normal Ratio 1-2-3

The golden rule for the distribution of the aspect colours is one green,
two red, three blue. This colour ratio of 1:2:3, or multiples thereof, like
the most frequently found combination of 2 green, 4 red, 6 blue aspects,
is the result of empirical research. An aspect pattern should therefore
always consist of a minority of green, then red, and a majority of blue
aspects. This three-coloured aspect ratio produces a character that is
well-balanced, possesses a certain harmonious versatility and mobility
and can adapt relatively well to the most diverse lite circumstances.

Counting the Aspects

We count all the red, blue and green aspects and compare the numbers
we arrive at. In the case of planets in a conjunction, we only count
the aspect if it has an orb of more than three degrees to the nearest
planet. This means that if an aspect from a conjunction of two or
three planets meets an opposition, square, sextile, quincunx or trine,
only those aspects whose otbs consist of more than three degrees are
counted. Those aspects lying within these three degrees only count as
one aspect, even if there are several planets in one conjunction. The
only case when this rule does not apply is a semi-sextile, because the
otb only consists of three degrees for the Sun and the Moon.
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Red Dominance

Here the energy is increased, this person enjoys any kind of activity,
meaningful or aimless. The important thing is that something is
happening. There is a kind of high tension, energy must be transferred
or got rid of. He undertakes difficult tasks, is achievement-orientated,
willing to take risks and intense. However, in relationships he is almost
always insensitive, he overpowers other people. He is full of inner
tension and is a kind of live wire; other people shrink from him because
he shines too brightly. He therefore gets on badly with others and they
avoid him. Who can tolerate such a strong current?

Blue Dominance

Here there is a lot of matter but little energy to transform it. Too
much blue causes idleness and indolence, and waiting for things to
fall into one’s lap. These people don’t want to make an effort and are
mean with their energy. Because they have so little energy available,
they try to get anyone who is willing to help them. Tasks are neatly
handed over to those around. Interestingly, high-powered people are
happy to help, as both types need each other. The “Blue Type” is
inwardly content; he knows that he always has everything he needs.
Indeed, he has so much matter inside him that he needs nothing more
from outside. He is at peace with himself, enjovs the status quo, and
doesn’t have to try to fight for changes any longer. However, the inner
listlessness can lead to lethargy, depression and also to illness.

Green Dominance

Too many green aspects, i.c. more than blue, lead to inner insecurity.
Such a person adapts willingly to his surroundings, is easily influenced
and led. He cannot take decision, mainly because he sees too many
possibilities. Too many green aspects can lead to an instability of the
consciousness and to constantly changing life circumstances. These
people are always re-evaluating things and tend not to stick to existing
rules. They are perpetually in a state of flux and are very susceptible
to external stimuli. This can lead either to extreme sensitivity or to a
certain instability. This trait means that such a person rarely achieves
his goals. Because he doubts himself and the world, he lacks self-
confidence. The development path that this person has to follow
can be referred to in the previous chapter on the three steps of the
quincunx aspect.
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Red-Blue-Green Aspect Patterns

This combination produces a three-dimensional, i.e. constantly evolving
awareneness. We call the three-coloured aspect figures Learning or
Growth figures. They contain a so-called crisis mechanism: the red
aspect is conflictive, the green aspect is questioning and the blue
aspect finds the solution. People with such an aspect figute strive for
all-encompassing understanding. They are not happy if someone only
sees one or two sides of a situation, they would rather show as many
sides as possible. This feature of their consciousness enables them
to recognise more and more subtleties and nuances and also many
connections that broaden the picture. The green aspect makes people
ask “why?”, they get to the roots of things, penctrate the causes of
problems and think psychologically.

Single-Coloured Aspect Patterns

Exclusively red, blue or green aspect patterns are almost non-existent;
what we often see is one of these colours dominating, But if the
overall aspect pattern is only blue, then in all likelihood, this person is
harmonious, balanced and easy-going, but also lacking in drive. He is
certainly not suited to carrying out difficult tasks.

An exclusively red aspect pattern is dynamic and hyperactive. One
could predict that such a person is unbelievably high-powered, can
work without stopping and is much more accomplished than other
people. He is also unbalanced and hectic though. Because he cannot
ration his energy, he burns himself out and gets on other people’s
nerves, then feels rejected and often misunderstood.

Exclusively green aspect patterns are very rare. Such a person lacks
blue and red and is therefore mostly at the mercy of the environment
and dependent on the impulses, help and support of others. These
people can prove themselves if they pursue a profession that requires
great sensitivity or particular intellectual effort.

Two-Coloured

This comptises red-blue, red-green and blue-green aspect patterns.
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Red-Blue Aspect Pattern
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29.11.1968, 9.04, Baden/Switzerland

Two-coloured patterns or aspect figutes, like the one above, indicate
a strong fluctuation in needs between achievement and enjoyment.
Activity and passivity alternate according to mood. The red tension
is eased by the blue aspect as soon as it has discharged the energies.
That causes a bi-polar fluctuation: “Today full of devout optimism,
tomorrow full of despondency” reflects this state of mind. This
ambivalence makes it difficult to find a middle way, as green, the
relativising principle, is lacking. I'or these people, thete are almost always
only two possibilities, two sides; there is an “cither-ot” consciousness.
Something is either true or false; there is no middle way. They are
difficult to get on with as they find it hard to understand other points
of view. As they only divide human motives into good and evil, they
judge very casily, are often wrong and their harsh judgments easily
bring them into conflict with those around them.

Ambivalence

The ambivalent state of awareness makes such people absotbed in the
conflict between guilt and atonement, punishment and reward, cause
and effect, and the friction. Conflict resulting from the experience of
these mutually exclusive oppositions makes them suffer until “things
blow over” or “the page is turned”. This is how harmony is restored,
but then they tend not to want to see conflicts that would cause new
problems.
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In the transformed case, these people transfer their ambivalent tensions
into creativity, in which increased motivation helps them carry out
creative performances for a “good cause”. Such people enjoy their
achievements and the benefits they bring, they use their energies in a
determined and diplomatic way to accomplish a task in order to realise
peace and harmony for themselves and others. Initially, they assert
themselves confidently and then calmly sit back and enjoy the benetits,
according to the motto “Don’t mix business with pleasure”.

Red-Green Aspect Pattern

Swiss horoscope
Federal Constitution 12.9.1848, 10.42, Bern/Switzetland

Red-Green aspect patterns constitute a so-called ‘stimulation aspect’s
the blue is missing. The Swiss horoscope looks completely green to the
outside world. Green aspects have a particular talent for negotiation;
they don’t take a position and remain neutral in disputes. That has
enabled Switzerland to retain its neutrality during two World Wars,

People with mainly red-green influence rarely experience relaxation,
rest and pleasure. They are alien to them, and for many even the
root of all evil, because they themselves often tend to be addicted to
temporary relaxation, in a way in order to “compensate” for the missing
blue. Green (sensitivity, susceptibility to stimuli) is overwhelmed by
red (energy, strength). As a result, they often overextend themselves
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and have the fecling that they are exploited; they often have this effect
on other people too but do not notice.

Many are obsessed with work and activity, are perfectionists and
criticise everything that still needs improvement, or everyvone who does
not make enough ¢ffort. This means they get on the nerves of those
around them, especially if the aspect pattern lies on the horizontal
level. If it lies on the vertical level, they are constantly perfecting their
own creations, but are seldom completely happy with their efforts.
Their dissatisfaction with themselves and their world sometimes drives
them to their best achievements or to tebel against everything (red
then becomes aggressive).

Blue-Green Aspect Pattern

Catherine Deneuve
22.10.1943, 13.35, Paris/TFrance

Blue-green (like red-green) aspect patterns are not very common.
There is a certain one-sidedness or instability in the consciousness,
because red is missing and both energy and readiness for activity are
reduced. These people are sensitive and willingly adapt themselves
to the needs of others, as they don’t want to assert themselves too
much. They can easily become the victims of circumstance because
they are unable to defend themselves adequately. There is a devotional
aspect to their pronounced attraction to harmony and pleasure. There
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is no harshness in their consciousness and they are peace-loving to the
extent of the “dictatorship of the good”.

Blue-Green aspects produce little motivation for achievement so
they are not high-flyers as they are not assertive enough. They cannot
therefore be set performance benchmarks; demands are relatively
ineffective and make no impression on them. For them, pressure
to do well is conflict, for many it is even life-threatening, 1If they
find themselves in this situation, they often take refuge in a fantasy
world or in addictive behaviour. Because they do not react or give
passive resistance, they are evasive and hard to pin down. With a
mainly blue and green aspect pattern, they can still find their place in
our achievement orientated society though. They are mostly found
in helping and serving or even artistic professions, where sensitivity,
patience, devotion and loving care are required. For example, they can
look after the terminally ill with patience and care and are happy with
small successes. We have observed a special ability in a few of these
individuals; they are very good with the deaf and dumb or disabled
children and even though they may not see any result from their efforts,
they show the patience of a saint.

Three-Coloured

28.8.1927, 01.20, Lucerne/Switzerland
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The three-coloured triangles are learning figures with special
development potential. A three-coloured triangle indicates a three-
stage dynamic with a three-stage “crisis mechanism”. Briefly, the red
aspect brings conflict and disagreement that make the person anxious.
He starts to think of seeking help and is given new insights by the green
aspect. The blue aspect finally enables the enjovment of the preceding
efforts, i.e. there is resolution. The process then starts again from the
beginning and the person is wound up again like a spiral. The crisis
phases (red aspect) are important in this learning process. According
to the awareness of the person concerned, they present themselves
either as an incentive or a problem (desire to learn), or as hardship ot
conflict (learning through experience). Three-coloured figures contain
“an impulse to grow”, and are therefore a direct expression of the laws
of evolution and development.

Missing Colours

It is revealing for the interpretation to start with the colours that are
lacking in the overall aspect pattern.

Missing Blue means that the person cannot relax; he is always at full
throttle and burns himself out. He exudes great agitation.

Missing Green means that it is not possible to argue with this person,
he only sees two sides of a problem and his charisma is ambivalent. This
“Either-Or” philosophy impedes communication and the exchange of
thoughts with others.

Missing Red means that the person is very sentimental, sensitive
and often unstable. He possesses very little power and waits passively
for things to happen. His charisma is very delicate and gentle and
appreciated by those around him.

House Horoscope

If there are missing colours, the House horoscope should definitely
be consulted. In the API school, it shows the background and the
related environmental influences. It is the horoscope that most
clearly expresses the behaviour and conditioning of the person’s
family background (influence from the father, mother, siblings and
environment). The missing colours are often found in this horoscope,
which shows that this person has acquired the appropriate behaviour.
He has learned from his social background how to develop and use
the qualities of the missing colours in life. Mote has been written on
the subject of House horoscopes and their intetptetation in the book:
“Astrology and the Spiritual Path”, page 14 (13).
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5. Life Motivation

The combination of the points mentioned above produces quite
different life motivations. The basic lincat, quadrangular and triangulat
structures correspond to the three basic principles of Will, Security
and Love and in a certain way to the three cross qualities: Cardinal,
Fixed and Mutable. There is also an analogy with the three basic
colours: Red, Blue and Green. The basic motivation is derived from
the interaction of these elements.

Although, according to the law of wholeness, everything is connected
and interdependent, in the case of partnerships or other close
relationships, if the graphic structure of the aspect pattern is quite
different, diverging goals do emerge from their basic characters. Such
differences can often lead to deep misunderstandings between people.
The realisation that one is different from the root, i.e. from the basic
motivation, can either lead to greater mutual understanding, tolerance
and love or be the cause of separation. The firstis the way to wholeness
and unity, the second causes conflict and division.

Acceptance

Aspect Pattern Astrology helps us to find out relatively easily what
we really want, how our life is motivated and structured. The aspect
pattern emits an energy field with active energies of our life motivation.
This motivation level of the aspect pattern demands recognition,
acceptance and a lively alertness according to the awareness of the
person concerned. We should recognise this as the expression of our
innermost being, symbolised by the centre circle. This enables us to
actualise our spiritual potential and our own freedom to decide. Saying
“ves” or “no” to ourselves is an excellent way to establish our identity
and consciously follow our inner life source.

This helps us to understand and accept other people’s individuality,
and thus to mature to integrity. We understand that caring for other
people is an important part of our wholeness. By understanding that
all aspect patterns are naturally different, we accept our fellow men
as they are and respect their individuality without trying to change
them. It does not even make sense to want them to be like us. On
the contrary, once the life motivation is known, one can and should
accept it completely and try to live it fully. It would not be possible to
re-educate it anyway.
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In our courses and consultations, we see time and time again how
beneficial it is for people to feel their innermost being addressed by
the description of their aspect pattern, and to feel their life motivation
identified and acknowledged. It can be the start of a healing integration
process. In any case, a correct understanding of the aspect pattern
using the presented detailed structure differentiation, gives us a key to
understanding our own motivation and that of other people.

The Roman God Jupiter

5. Building Blocks of Aspect Figures
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Introduction

Twentieth century astrology has made many attempts to interpret
individual aspect patterns. Some authors use the terms “Kite Figure”,
“T-Squate”, “Grand Trine”, “Mystic Rectangle”, “Finger of God” or
“Yod Figure”. Unfortunately, systematic research and appropriate
textbooks were still lacking. In the API Institute, 30 yeats of research
and training work have led to the discovery of over 45 aspect figures
and the refining and development of their interpretations. This has
made horoscope interpretation mote psychological, holistic and also
more human. Although modern astrological institutes already teach
the combination with psychological cognition, they still tend to divide
aspects into harmonious and inharmonious, positive and negative.
This tendency to judge will persist as long as aspects are interpreted in
isolation and not in connection with all the aspect figures. Itis inevitable
that the dualistic philosophy that the world is divided into good and evil
will be replaced more and more by a holistic horoscope interpretation
method in the future, and this change is already underway.

Psychological Dimension

Back in the fifties, psychological knowledge was already being used
in birth chart interpretation. This psychological approach had the
advantage of widening this black or white philosophy. They moved
further and further away from categorical evaluations and judgments.
They wanted to use the horoscope to investigate the predispositions
and causes of mental-health problems. It was increasingly used as a
diagnostic toolin psychological consultations, as were certain additional
healing and therapeutic forms that influenced consultation practice.
The work of C.G. Jung on astrological symbols as archetypes and
humanistic philosophy were both useful for astrological interpretation.
A new form of holistic horoscope interpretation has been gaining
ground in the last few years that counterbalances the usual horoscope
interpretation with the schematic use of simple interpretation texts
and the stringing together of separate statements. There has been
no literature available until now on how to interpret the whole aspect
pattern, on so-called aspect pattern astrology, ot on the aspect figures
it forms which are discussed in this book.

In this chapter we want to write in great detail about the combination

of overall pattern and aspect figures. New criteria are necessary to
bring the various factors together in the right way. A good path to
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deeper understanding of the individual aspect figures is the logical and
analytical investigation of the basics and the wholeness that this makes
visible. If we recognise a system of connections that follows natural
laws, then we can derive psychological insights from it.

Basic Figures

The separate aspect figures are the building blocks of the aspect
pattern, they are almost always just a part of the overall aspect
structure. We should not be tempted to divide these into good or bad
ot to overestimate the importance of certain partial figures. Although
the basic figures are of paramount importance as the building blocks
of the overall aspect pattern, they are usually connected to other
partial figures that modify their effect. We cannot emphasise often
enough that we must always consider the aspect pattern as a whole,
for it represents our inner motives, our central concerns and our life
motivation. Again and again we must go back to this basic motivation
and align ourselves with it. On the other hand, the separate aspect
figures are indicators of specific contents, abilities and talents. The
aspect pattern does not show us the influences of destiny, events or
external things, but only connections deep within. These are worked
out from the combination of the different aspect figures, the aspect
structure, the colours and the three cross qualities. If you can master
all these criteria and combine them correctly you will achieve amazingly
good results in holistic astrological psychological consultations.

Tips on the Question of Orbs

You will benefit most from the following aspect figure descriptions
if you have your horoscopes calculated and charted according to the
Huber-orb method. These were developed empirically and adapted to
reality over long years of research. We use only those aspects that are
permanently active, not just sporadically. Everyone can check this on
themselves and their family. On this note, please reread the section
in chapter 2 of this book entitled “Area of Influence of the Aspects”
(page 25). It is best to have your horoscopes calculated and charted by
computet, using API software (4). Unfortunately, other schools also
have other orbs and use other aspects in addition to the major aspects.
Whether the resulting aspect figutes have the same effects as those
described here is still 2 matter for further research.
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Interpretation Rules

Individual Aspect Figures

We have initially identified 20 different figures that are the real building
blocks of the aspect structute. They ate among the most common. In
practice there are another 28 more formed from extended constructions
of the basic figures. So in total there are 48 aspect figures that we
would like to describe individually. You can see them in colour on
two A4 pages in the API Study Material (2) or in the Aspect Figure
Bookmarks (30).

Aspect Figure Topics

First of all we have to know that every single aspect figure has is own
topic or motivation. The figures have been given special names that
reflect the nature of the aspect figure. The subject of each figure can be
deduced both from the graphic layout of the aspect (shape), and from
its colours. Both factors, i.e. shape and colour, must definitely be taken
into account because they have a basic psychological significance. The
planets contained in the aspect figures initially only play a subordinate
role, as do their position in Signs and Houses. The significance of the
colour and shape of the aspect figures is unique and cannot be found
in any of the other interpretation elements.

Aspect Figure Classification
Figure Size

1. Large figures either include ot encompass the centre and are well
spread out in the horoscope.

2. Half figures take up half of the space and go through the centre.
3. Small figures do not touch the centre and often only occupy a quarter
of the horoscope (quadrant).

Colour Combinations

1. One-colouted Aspect figures
2. Two-coloured Aspect figures
3. Three-coloured Aspect figures
4. Colour dominance

5. Missing colours
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Graphics and Effectiveness

1. Achievement figures
2. Ambivalence figures
3. Talent figures

4. Learning figures

5. Stimulus figures

6. Information figures

Aspect Qualities

1. Conjunction : Sun/Moon Aspect
2. Sextile : Venus Aspect

3. Trine : Jupiter Aspect

4. Square : Mars Aspect

5. Opposition : Saturn Aspect

6. Semi-sextile : Mercury Aspect

7. Quincunx: Saturn Aspect

Interpretation Steps

1. Bstablish the colours. Which colour dominates? Are all three
colours present or is one missing? This is very significant.

2. Split the figures up into large, small or half figures. large figures
are the most important, small or minor figures show extensions and
modifications.

3. To which main aspect figure group does the horoscope pattern

belong? Linear, triangulat, quadrangular or polygonal; incomplete

figure?

Combination of graphic structures: are there two or three?

o

Which aspect direction predominates, horizontal or vertical?
Do the planets in the figure lie on House cusps, Low Points,
Sign cusps or intercepted Signs? These enhance or reduce

N

effectiveness.

7. How many aspect figures make up the overall aspect pattern? Is it
closed or split?

8. Which of the major planets rule a particular figure? There are
figures that are either ruled by Saturn, the Sun or the Moon, or by
two major planets.

9. If there is no Ego Planet in a figure, this feature is free from ego
motives. It can work free of subjective goals.
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Special Cases:

Closed Figures, Partial Figures or Aspects

Aspect patterns very rarely consist of just one aspect figure, usually
several different figures are joined together. So the content of one
aspect figure is then combined with the content of another and only
together do they give a correct picture. In most cases, several topics are
linked with each other, which is why interpreting the aspect structure is
a special art. Some aspects combine one figure with another one; they
are junctions between separate figures and deserve special attention.
Some aspects can also project out of the aspect pattern and dangle like
loose ends, in which case the energy does not go any further; it just
flows back into the aspect pattern again.

Dashed Line Aspect (One-Way Aspect)

Aspects often have a dashed line on one side. They have a one-sided
effect and are therefore weak. It depends on the orb of the planets
concerned. The one with the larger orb forms the aspect to a planet
that has a smaller orb (e.g. a spiritual planet). The aspect is drawn as
a dashed linc to this planet. The best way to understand this effect is
to compare it with a telephone that is disconnected on one side. The
planet at the end of the dashed line cannot call out, but it can be called
by the planet that the line connects it with, and also answer it. This is
why it is called the “One-Way Aspect”.

Many people find that these aspects work when they are fecling well
and strong. In situations of weakness, like stress, illness or mental
health problems, the aspect doesn’t work at all. They also feel that
the whole aspect pattern is falling apart. It thercfore depends on the
consciousness of the person concerned whether a dashed line works
or not. One can work on it by actively and consciously cultivating
the planets at the end of the solid line, thus enabling contact between
these strengthened plancts and the other planets.

Gaps in Aspect Structure

Sometimes aspect figures have gaps between two planets, e.g, when a
conjunction is notcompletely formed. Aspect figures overlap each other
and either form an intersection or a gap. Gaps usually mean a “leak”
through which energy can escape uncontrollably. But on the other
hand, gaps are sometimes vulnerable places, especially if the central
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core is unprotected and external influences can penetrate unhindered.
Many figures are open in one corner, which lacks a connection. For
example, if two planets lie too far apart at the peak of an Achievement
Triangle so that there is no conjunction, there is a gap between them.
There is a so-called energy leak, a hole, through which energy is lost.
It is hard for this figure to work purposefully and effectively, so that
more energy is invested in “trying” than in “achieving”.

Iligures in which one corner is closed by a conjunction but whose
component planets lic more than three degrees apart are a special case.
This conjunction does not, in fact, lead to an “energy leak”, i.e. scarcely
any significant energy is lost, however such a position is hypersensitive
to troubling external influences, for example if the Age Point or a
transit runs through the middle of both conjunction planets.

Incomplete Aspect Figures

Many figures are not always precise and exact, it can happen that a
whole aspect is missing or a dashed line aspect is present in the figure.
If one side is missing, there is a tendency to make up for the missing
aspect, which causes special efforts to be made and sometimes causes
disappointments in the case of failure. If, for example, one side is
missing from an Achievement Square, the person concerned can try to
act as if the whole figure were present, exerting himself to exhaustion
in the process and still not satisfying his own high expectations. It
would be wiser to recognise that there are actually two intersecting
Achievement Triangles and not one incomplete Achievement Square.
This then allows the person to work according to his own rhythm.

A similar thing happens if a sextile is missing from a Righteousness
Rectangle. This can awaken a highly exaggerated sense of righteousness,
with the desperate attempt to form the sextile and to make everything
right, so that the ideal world persists and does not collapse in on itself.
This figure can also be seen as two Ambivalence Triangles, which does
not get rid of the problem but makes it easier to understand and cope
with. If vou meet someone who makes such exaggerated exertions,
take a look at his horoscope — perhaps vou will find an aspect figure
that is not quite closed.
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Stars

It is very interesting if stars are present in an aspect pattern. We
distinguish between red, blue and green stars. The intersection of
threc blue trines forms a star. Two red squares form a red star, two or
three long green aspects form a green star. [The normal rule taught
to English students by the Hubers is that three intersecting lines are
required to form a red or green star, as for blue - Ed.] People with
a blue star have a calm place within them which they are constantly
drawn back to and where they can recharge their batteries. With a
red star they can mobilise their own activity, becoming operational at
the push of a button, as it were. With a green star, there is a place for
meditation and contemplation, where higher spiritual perceptions and
intuitions are also possible. It is a place where the consciousness can
be expanded.

The case of two intersecting squares, especially if they are very upright,
constitutes a kind of wall opposite the Houses that happen to lie
behind these intersecting squares. 1f there is a planet there, experience
shows that little will be achieved with it. In some people, they will be
forced out of the consciousness and can cause mental health problems,
depending on the planetary qualities involved.

Overall Impression

As mentioned above, the shapes and colours of the aspect pattern
provide the perceptive observer with a way to understand people on
a deeper level. The overall impression of the aspect pattern allows us
to identify the basic structure, the basic tendencies and the essence of
a person. It shows which potential is waiting to be developed deep
within, what is expected from life and what the basic motivation is.
After considering the aspect pattern as a whole, using the aspect figures
we can proceed to a more detailed horoscope interptetation and get to
know the reality of a person’s life. The separate aspect figures conform
to this larger structure and serve as aids to deciphering the aspect
pattern. They correspond to archetypal qualities that are determined
by the planets involved. Here too, we start from an overall impression
(first impression), to which all other information is subordinate.
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Single-Coloured Aspect Figures

Red Aspect Figures

These are called ‘achievement figures’, as the aspects they form are
charged with energy. The energy tension allows people to use it
in life, be it to work, to act or to achieve goals. Blue and green are
missing from the red figures. Without blue, there is no possibility for
relaxation; without green one acts without thinking. Red promotes
action, achievement, the attaining of goals and demonstration. These
people are very active and many work by the motto “act first, think
later”, and not the other way around, which means that mistakes can
be made very easily.

Achievement Square [also Efficiency Square]

The Achievement Square consists
of two oppositions and four
squares.  Hnergy is stored and
collected in the oppositions like
in a battery or an accumulator,
according to their character. The
energy potential (high tension)
created is now discharged along
the four sides of the rectangle.
Even though in the large rectangle,
the power and dynamism of the

red aspects are moulded into a
fixed form, they can make their
presence felt nonetheless. Such people have great potential and almost
always achieve their goals. They are able to work very hard and very
constantly, with great reliability and rigour, which gives them security.

This single-coloured figure consists of six red lines, which means
that the subject knows only the cardinal power of will and action
and concepts like control and self-possession. It is hard for him to
understand what relaxation or self-satisfaction mean. The diagonal
ted lines mean a doubling of the energy from the central life source.
Consequently, this rectangle has a great deal of available energy from
two almost inexhaustible batteties that are constantly recharging
each other. This person loves contradictions and knows about the
polarity of the world and lives accordingly. He measures his worth
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by his toughness, his stamina and the responsibility he has, for the
right-angled intersection of the diagonals shows the greatest possible
stability of all quadrilaterals.
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Achievement Square
18.11.1918, 10.30, Ettlingen/Germany

Symmetry

Point symmetry means that, whichever way you turn the square, a red
side is always visible, as if we were dealing with a sphere. This means
that the subject is very calm, balanced and unflappable. He is not
at all vacant, though, but very present, ready to act and can define
himself cleatly. The effect of this figure is similar to a revolving door
or a turntable, hence its ability to change the direction of a force and
suddenly to change from one world to another one or to change his
mind. As an active and very determined person, he could make a
good manager, director ot an eminence grise, who pulls all the strings. In
both mutually dependent opposites lies the wisdom that it ultmately
does not matter which opposite we deal with. The person cannot cut
himself off at all from his inner truth, even if he does everything for
other people or identifies himself with others.

As the figure is only made up of Achievement Triangles, everything
becomes possible. If something does not work, it will be attempted
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again in a different way. Such a person is never at a loss, for he always
knows what could still be done. In any case, squares are not very
sensitive and sentimental. If the rest of the horoscope contains little
blue or green, other people only turn to the horoscope owner if they
need help.

Aspect Qualities

The aspect qualities of the squares correspond to Mars (4x) and of the
oppositions to Saturn (2x). This indicates an achievement-orientated
and practical philosophy and a good memory for work processes,
actions and conflicts. The down-to-earth sense of reality can be used
vety constructively (manual ability), and no one should try to stop him
from doing this. The energies can be blocked though, if he cannot live
as he wants and if conflicts are not settled immediately. 1f things are
put off, then it is hard to make a second attempt. There is a tendency
to repress and to block and decisions are left to be made by fate or
other people.

These people often trust their own willpower so much that they don’t
see other possibilities and advantages and get stuck in habitual work
processes. Women in particular with this red square seem to even
dislike taking up any position of power of their own, but they are
happy to support the power of others with their diligence. They do
not want to be leaders but still serve as role models for those around
them. They possess the ability to keep others’ spirits up.

Endurance

The performance of a person with this figure is unrivalled, because he
works with total calm and self-control but can still achieve a great deal.
He controls his enetgy so that he never gets stressed, because he takes
all the time he needs to complete his work carefully and conscientiously.
We say that he does the wotk of four people (with four Achievement
Triangles). As a stonemason chisels a statue out of stone by chipping
away interminably, he can be so tenacious and persistent that once he
has started a job he can finish it in one go without a break. He actually
hates the wotk that has to be done, but he is magically attracted to it
and forced to deal with it. Problems can arise with work that has to
be done by other people. He must learn that not everyone is like him
and that he must occupy a special, isolated position in society, and
preferably a position where he can serve as many people as possible.
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For with his will he can turn water into wine, pick apples in the desert
or accomplish other almost impossible things.

Fixed Ideas

Sometimes fixedideasare problematic, especially in human relationships,
where these people expect those around them to work and live just as
competently and efficiently as they do themselves. This causes them,
consciously ot unconsciously, to put pressure on their work colleagues
and partners. In the best case, they serve as an example for an increase
in performance. Other people’s value is mostly measured against their
own, achievement-oriented benchmark. Often, life demands that
expectations are reduced, which can be very painful. According to
traditional interpretation, where it is called the “Karmic Cross”, the
large red square has a karmic character.

Seriousness

People with a red square take life very seriously, sometimes too
seriously. Many are disappointed and embittered if theit potential is
not recogniscd by those around them or if they do not achieve their
goals. This is often the case if the red square is not quite closed,
if one corner is open or one side is formed by a one-sided (partly
dashed line) aspect. Tor them, letting go means losing security, which
makes them feel anxious about losing control of their own energies.
Losing strength is avoided at all costs, they entrench themselves behind
what they already have. Iearning new things is often considered to
be unnecessary, they are convinced that they are right and refuse to
change anything.

The Red Square in the three Crosses

The large red square is naturally located in one of the three crosses
(cardinal, fixed or mutable). We can also establish the same thing in
the case of Achievement Triangles, which is why the statements of the
cross qualities apply for both possibilities. In the case of the zodiac
Signs, we talk about the genetic inheritance, about the innate energetic
motivation that must also be considered in the analysis. The House
cross is also effective, with which the inner talent either harmonises
or diverges. Here it is a question of the combination of the Sign and
House (16). So, in interpretation, we must establish in which Sign
cross and in which House cross this square (or triangle) lies. Only then
can we interpret it correctly and accurately.
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In the Cardinal Cross

Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn
Houses 1, 4,7, 10

The aspects that form the Achievement
Square with their red energies are expressed
to their best advantage in the cardinal cross.

But this creates excessive impetus so that the
figure can be imagined as a fast revolving
catherine wheel. The expression of free energy from the opposing
forces obviously conflicts with the symmetrical rectangular figure. In
a way, the energy is fixed in the four corners, thus usually creating an
enormous, rapidly functioning potential for achievement.

In the Fixed Cross

Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius
Houses 2, 5, 8, 11

In line with analogous thinking, the square
has similar qualities to the fixed cross and the
same motivation for security. Consequently,
this figure appears to be best suited to the
fixed cross, so that is can use its power to
produce a secure state. These people have the ability to muster all the
energics necessary to complete set tasks and to maintain the status
quo. However, there is a danger of tension and stiffness, which must
constantly be relaxed. The previous example horoscope’s Achievement
Square bélongs to a civil servant whose square lies in the fixed Signs
and Houses, which is an appropriate place for a civil servant. It enables
him to carry out his duty carefully and steadily and to climb the career

ladder by virtue of his reliability.

In the Mutable Cross

Gemini, Vitgo, Sagittarius, Pisces
Houses 3, 6,9, 12

At first sight at least, this is the cross with
which the square figure seems to have the
least aftfinity. The important thing is which
House cross it lies in. The fiery energy
can encourage the changeability and the
need for growth of the mutable cross, from time to time creating
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uncontrollable situations. The combination with the security-oriented
square figure is constantly busy compensating for and fixing their own
defects or mistakes. Many break something just to be able to repair it
again afterwards.

This figure can also express itself in a constant effort to expand the
consciousness. This is the only justification of the traditional name
“karmic cross”, as here we are dealing with the transcendence of
reality and the implementation of ideas. But humility is required, as
otherwise there is a danger of fanaticism or intellectual arrogance. A
certain nervous overload is also possible. In the following example of
Roberto Assagioli, the founder of psychosynthesis, the red square lies
in the mutable Signs, combined with a blue Righteousness Rectangle.
(You can find the whole description of the aspect pattern in chapter 7
“Example Horoscopes”).

Red Square
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Roberto Assagioli
27.2.1888, 12.03, Venice/Italy

The same is true for the House arrangement, where it is very rare to
see one single cross arrangement; sometimes one axis of the figure lies
in one cross and the other in the neighbouring House cross, as in the
above example. This should always be accurately investigated.
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Achievement Triangle [also Efficiency Triangle]

Theaspects of this triangle consist
of two squares that are joined by
an opposition. This red triangle
is the classic achievement figure.
In the Achievement Triangle
(or 'T-squate), the purposeful,
cardinal impetus (red) finds its

clearest expression. The apex
of the triangle and the planet
that lies there indicate where the
achievement is directed and which

planetary principle is used. While

in the case of the red square work is carried out continuously and
progressively, in the case of the Achicvement Triangle, the energy is
paralysed again and again. A person with a red Achievement Triangle
should complete his wotk quickly and successfully, so that he can
rest again afterwards. After a short or long break, he can go back to
work with renewed vigour. A person with an Achievement Triangle
produces a greater output per measurable unit of time than someone
with a square. The latter’s performance is regular and constant and
hence takes up more time. The dynamic of these two red figures is
therefore very different.

Of course, the square seeks security, constancy and symmetry, while
the triangle’s motivation is more flexible and more dynamic. Such a
person would like to reach his goal as fast as possible. Someone with
an Achievement Triangle can work like mad and when he is ready, he
moves onto the next job assertively and highly dynamically. Energy is
stored and bottled up in the opposition. The energy tension produced
by the opposing pressures is discharged along both squares and in
fact from two sides towards one point. In this way the apex of the
Achievement Triangle (where the squares come together) forms the
power point at which achievement is produced and transferred into
work by the discharge of tension. An unsuccessful energy transfer
leads to rigid states of awareness; one cannot change and the same
mistakes are made again and again.

House Position

The House position is important in the evaluation of the type of
action. The successful application of the potential that is waiting to be
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used in the Achievement Triangle also depends whether the planets lie
on the House cusps or on the Low Points. With planets on the cusps,
the potential can be efficiently utilised in the environment, while on
the Low Points much more time is needed until one gets the chance
to act and gain approval. It can also happen that the triangle and its
opposition lie in an intercepted Sign, which also delays the reaching
of goals for a long time. In any case, the dynamics of the intensity
curve should be considered in the evaluation of the efficiency of an
Achievement Triangle, and all other figures. You can read more on this
in the book: “The Astrological Houses™ (16) on pages 94-107.

Planets in the Achievement Triangle

The planets that form the figures must also be evaluated. It is difterent
if the red triangle is formed by the “hard planets” (Sun, Mars, Saturn,
Uranus, Pluto, and to some extent Jupiter) or by the “weak planets”
(Moon, Mercury, Venus, Neptune, Jupitet, and to an extent Saturn,
according to its Sign and House position). You can read in more detail
about this in the previous chapter or in “Lifeclock” (17). With the
Sun, Mars and Saturn, the potential within this figure can be optimally
realised, especially if they lie at the achievement apex. In the case of
the weak planets, the motivation and the principle of the red figure
contradict each other. Adequate functioning is usually only barely
possible, leading to psychological pressures and problems. Such a
figure can find success in the helping and healing professions, where
the intensity leads to the danger of “helper syndrome”.

Achievement Triangle in the Crosses

It is also revealing to combine the effect of the Achievement Triangle
with the cross qualities. The triangle is part of a whole squate
and therefore always lies in a certain cross. The Signs also have a
motivating role here and Houses indicate the way in which things
are done. It makes a difference if an Achievement Triangle lies in a
cardinal, fixed or mutable cross. In the cardinal cross, it is endowed
with strong willpower and energies are focussed. In the fixed cross,
security is the motivation, the achievement motivation is oriented to
the maintenance of the status quo, the protection of assets and the
elimination of problems. In the mutable cross, love and contact are
the motivation, which is why the achievement can take place in the
field of relationships and communication. This Achievement Triangle
is well suited for work in the helping professions.
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There must then be integration in the Houses, whether the cross
agrees with the cross in the Signs or not. You can read more about
the Sign/House combination in the book “Astrology and the Spiritual
Path”, chapters 2,3 (13).

Achievement Triangle
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Galileo Galilei
15.2.1564, 16.00 LT, Pisa/ltaly

In Galileo’s horoscope, the red Achievement Triangle lies in the mutable
Signs Pisces, Gemini and Sagittarius. It is situated on the You-side
and combines the Sun as an Fgo Planet with the two spititual planets
Neptune and Uranus. The Sun and Uranus indicate a creative spitit,
but Neptune makes him sentimental, sensitive and indulgent. ltis no
wonder that for his part, Galilei could not assert himself effectively;
this aspect pattern does not allow resistance to external pressure. The
detached aspects can also be said to weaken the strength. The detached
semi-sextile of the Moon to the Pluto-Venus conjunction points to
the eighth House, so that there is an adaptation to the demands of
the environment. One side of the small green aspect is attached to
Mercury, which transmits information to the Sun. This small attached
green figute with the Moon position works like a sensitive antenna,
with which the truth can be perceived and intuitively absorbed. The
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Moon in Aries in the ninth House (both fire elements) strengthens the
intuitive character. But this position is not suited to assertion. There
is also the detached sextile of Jupiter/Saturn in the twelfth to Mars in

the tenth House. This blue partial figure does not facilitate assertion
cither.

The Achievement Triangle is still connected with a three-coloured
learning triangle to the Moon Node. The Moon Node in the fifth
House as an ascending point makes one love to experiment and be
creative too (18). It enriches the Achievement Triangle, thus enabling
remarkable insights. One can therefore sum up by saying that the
Achievement Triangle in Galileo’s horoscope helped him to have basic
scientific insights. The eighth House components made him very

dependent on the structure of society, of which he would also turn
out to be a victim.

Blue Aspect Figures

Talent Figures

The sccond single-coloured figure group is formed of blue talent
triangles. There is a large and a small talent triangle; the large one
consists of three trines, the small one of two sextiles and ()n; trine.
People with such figures have alot of reserves. Talent triangles indicate
an abundance of available abilities, competence, cxpi‘essivcness,
skilfulness and striving for harmony. It depends on the quality of the
planets that form the talent triangle, whether it can be implc:mcnted
or whether it remains unused due to idleness, complacency or
indifference.  Both talent figures consist of blue aspects that f"()rm
triangles. These correspond to the mutable cross, making the blue
aspects more versatile and animated than their lethargic nature would
indicate. Especially when the motivation is love, they react with much
understanding and kindness.

Large Talent Triangle

A large blue triangle in the
horoscope represents a  special
talent. It reveals an accomplished
ability, indicating varied
experiences and pervading and
forming the personality.  The
abundance and perfection of the
energy is linked with three trine
aspects in three Signs of the same

element. The planets and element
enable one to deduce what kind
of talent is present. The cross qualities of cardinal, fixed and mutable
are united in the trine. The person with such a trine therefore has
three possible alternative actions and drives, as well as the behaviour
appropriate to the clement. If the talent triangle is in the fire Signs,
the nature of the talent is enthusiastic and intuitive, while in the carth
clement it relates to the observable reality. Air lets the intellectual
level shine and water has an affinity with the spiritual, empathic nature.
The Large Talent Triangle corresponds to the tree that is bearing fully
ripened fruit and waiting for them to be picked. If left unpicked, the
fruits fall unused to the ground or rot on the tree.

Complacency

It so happens that the blue, material aspect figure containing latent
energy gives people a tendency to complacency. They let themselves go
and think that they do not need to make an effort in life, as they manage
anyway and don’t need to learn anything new. A Large Talent Triangle
is firmly set in its ways, and has great trouble changing, as it is already
perfect. This gives a certain rigidity, an unteachability when learning is
required. Such people can use what they have to offer to adapt to the
changing demands of life. They usually get through easily and therefore
see no need to develop new features and methods, but they do tend
to rely too often on the talent that they already possess. Additional
squares (or oppositions) are desirable here, as latent strengths can
develop through their demands for achievement.

Pride and Self-assurance

People with such a triangle can be unpleasantly proud and look down
on other people, without being able to say exactly what they are proud



of. They even get angry if they are told the effect they have on others.
However, that doesn’t mean that everyone with such a triangle must be
so proud. Being able to do many things easily gives self-certainty and 2
heightened self-confidence. With this figure, an accomplished manner

appropriate to the element is adopted, and displayed with typical self-
assurance.

The quality of the trine in its relationship with Jupiter, and the fact
that the figure fits symmetrically around the centre of the horoscope,
indicate the need to address the question of purpose. Thisis to find out
what should be done with the given talent and how a suitable challenge
and form of expression could be found. One of the challenges of this
figure is to develop an appropriate creative will. With a suitable Jupiter
orientation, the right balance can be struck between perfectionism,
pleasure-seeking and obsessive behaviour.

Large Talent Triangle

Walter M. Diggelmann
5.7.1927, 13.50, Bischofszell/Switzetrland

The above horoscope belongs to a Swiss novelist. The Large Talent
Triangle mainly consists of intelligence planets (23): Saturn in
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Sagittarius in the second House, Uranus and Jupiter in Aries in the
sixth House and Mercury in Leo above the MC. It is therefore a fiery
talent triangle with writing ability. Mercury on the MC does indicate a
mastetly association with words and writing. The Moon opposes the
planets Jupiter and Uranus on the sixth House cusp. As a blue trine
can work mainly in an outward direction on a red aspect, his subject
would be the social-critical field of his subject matter. Diggelman’s
intelligence featured abundant knowledge and the required intuition.
He had the ability to encourage and convince other people (fire). The
other parts of the whole aspect pattern appeared in his case in the
personality department. In his horoscope, most of the planets are in
the upper space; they form a separate figure and work on a ditferent
level. The talent triangle did not really help him to solve his own
problems. As he himself wrote, he suffered throughout his whole
life in personal relationships and in love. One side of this problem is
shown by the Moon’s position in the twelfth House in Virgo, which
indicates a repressive childhood. In fact he was in service as a boy. The
other side of the ego problem is indicated by his detached Sun/Pluto
conjunction in the ninth House in Cancer. For even his flexible, wide-
ranging intelligence was not enough to help him grow out of these
ego problems. On the transition of the Age Point over the Sun/Pluto
conjunction, he died relatively young from cancer.

Small Talent Triangle

The Small Talent Triangle also
consists of blue aspects; it is
formed of a trine facing the core
and two sextiles. This figure has a
similar motivation and mode of
action to the Large Talent Triangle,
but as an asymmetrical figure it

is more dynamic. It shows a still
developing talent, as opposed
to one already developed. The

sextiles with their Venus quality

assimilate the Signs and Houses that they are stretched across. The
small blue triangle takes up a third of the Signs of the zodiac, and
usually one quadrant of the Houses. In this part of the personality,
growth is achieved by adapting, as far as possible without stress, to enjoy
the subject of this life area as befits their element. The appropriate
propertes are developed gradually into a distinctive and specialised
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talent and are formed during the course of the life. Usually knowledge
and skills are constantly accumulated by calmly absorbing experiences
into the consciousness, not through active exertion and hard work.

Venus Quality

Both sextiles correspond to the Venus quality, symbolic of the
blossoming stage of a plant, and are keen to keep on growing and
absorbing matter, and to enjoy what is facilitated by the triangle. The
richness of the inner attitude (trine) is harmoniously implemented
with available opportunities and as far as possible expressed without
friction and conflict. These are happy people who enjoy life without
over-extending themselves. They plan their energies, are careful and
selective in their goal setting. Once they have decided on something
and it has captured all their interest, all goes smoothly. They deploy
their energies with relative ease and can be active “around the clock”
without flagging.

Small Talent Triangle

MC
A2
v e ,,”l/““"

Edgar Cayce, Healer
18.3.1877, 15.00, Hopkinsville, Kentucky/ USA

In the horoscope of Edgar Cayce, the “sleeping prophet”, we can see
quite clearly the important of the Small Talent Triangle that points
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at the large Saturn/Venus/Mercury/Moon Node conjunction in the
seventh House. The apex of the triangle is always a kind of goal
direction. The positioning in the sign of Pisces and in the seventh
House is a typical doctor’s chart. His potential was his charisma, his
effect on his environment and on those people who sought healing
from him. This talent triangle enables him to put this ability to optimal
use, people benefited from his healing talent. The blue talent triangle
stands on its own, has no red aspect and is therefore passive and must
be activated by the environment, from outside.

Two-Coloured Aspect Figures

Red-Blue Aspect Figures

A large group of aspect figures are formed by a combination of the
aspect colours red and blue. These people have an ambivalent attitude,
a dualistic world outlook and a tendency to think in black and white
terms. ‘Their sometimes absolutist “either/ or attitude” can get them
involved in arguments,

Single Ambivalence Figure

The Single Ambivalence figure
formed by one opposition, one trine
and one sextile occuts frequently
in aspect patterns. Ambivalence is

expressed in the two aspect colours.
The red aspect, the opposition,
is full of tension, pressure and
conflict. Directly connected with
this is a relaxed, pleasure-oriented
pole, which forms the apex of this
right-angled blue-legged triangle.
The blue side of this figure suggest an ideal world, where one sees only
beauty and goodness and tension is swiftly despatched along it. The
blue aspected planet forms the third pole to the opposition planets;
it indicates a kind of switch point in the correct management of the

ambivalent energies.
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Single Ambivalence Figure

Anais Nin, French writer
21.2.1903, 20.30, Paris/France

Anals Nin was famous for her novels and stories in which she dealt
with the problems women have in relating to other people, because
she herselt had the same problems. For a long time, she tried to fulfil
her role in life as a woman, but without much success. If relationships
got into a rut, she finished them. In astrological terms, she reverted to
the planets on the blue peak, i.e. the Sun/Jupiter conjunction, which
lies at the start of Pisces in the fifth House. This blue Sun position
made het unable to deal with conflict. She wanted to enjoy life and if
problems arose, she ran away. She often asked herself why she had to
experience hard reactions in spite of her own softness. It was relatively
easy for her to diffuse the opposition tension along the blue aspects,
but the Moon/Neptune opposition always caught up with her. Next
to the single ambivalence figure, we recognise another linear figure
that ends at Uranus. This means a strong innet restlessness that would
suddenly take over and embroil her in problems again. On the other
hand, we know that the planet at the blue apex can enable a freer view
of things, thus making the opposition more bearable. For her this
meant the chance to bring both opposing elements to the Sun/Jupiter
conjunction, which being in the Sign of Pisces deals with the subject
of transformation, into synthesis. This was expressed in her books.
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Double Ambivalence Figure

As it is quadrangular, this figure
shows a need for security as
well as a tendency to structure
life according to personal ideas.
People with this figure try to fulfil
themselves in life in different ways
with the red side and the blue side.
Here it depends mainly on which
side of the horoscope the two
different triangles lie. If the blue
triangle lies on the I-side, the relaxing moments are acted out there.
If it is on the You-side, one has a relaxing effect on the environment
instead. However, the red triangle acts according to the position in the
horoscope of the relevant Houses.

Internal ambivalence is the reason for the pugnacious attitude often
shown by this individual, as well as for the striving for harmony. Both
sides are skilfully deployed for self-advancement. As it is a large figure,
encompassing the central core, this person cannot be untrue to himself.
Whatever he does he does out of inner conviction. Since there is
never any insecurity, except in the present, where he must sometimes
decide: “Should 1 go for it or should I hold back?”

Depending on the accuracy of the angles and the otbs of the planets,
there may be a quincunx aspect (150 degree angle) between the
apexes of the red and blue triangles. This large figure is more strongly
character building than the Single Ambivalence figure. The tendency to
repression is not as strong in the large figure as in the red-blue triangle,
because the consciousness has more room for involvement and the
oscillation between red and blue is longer and fluctuates more.

Fluctuating States

People with a Double Ambivalence figure almost always fluctuate from
one state to another. In the red figure they are active and conscientious;
in the blue figure they let themselves go. If too long is devoted to
rest or pleasure they feel slightly guilty. There is an ambivalence
between achievement and pleasure. To be able to adopt and maintain
an enjoyable and experienced attitude in one area of life (blue apex),
targeted effort is needed (red apex). Conversely, one must also question
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the point of this effort. Itis a question of cultivating the correct use
of work relative to the desired attitude and ability to enjoy. At best,
their motto is “don’t mix business and pleasure”, which enables them
to advocate and live with this dual nature. A constant effort motivated
by duty without phases of meaningful relaxation is just as impossible
as the opposite: the escape into wild, unbridled hedonism, without the
active management of the basic tension produced by the opposition.
The resulting quadrangular figure teveals the inherent motivation of
stability; but its asymmetrical shape betrays its dynamic character, and
expresses the oscillation between the two ambivalent attitudes.

Polarities

A polar system can also be understood as parallel thoughts or actions.
Such people understand one side of an issue or thing, but on the
other hand do something completely different, without contradicting
themselves. This could be called a conscious and opportunistic
switching and can be very successful. An interesting comparison is with
the Janus head, with its two faces. The face looking forwards is white
and open, and the backward looking one has a black and impenetrable
expression. But those around them only know one of the two extremely
different sides of this individual, unless they also have two extremes
inside them. The Double Ambivalence figure understands very well,
for not only does it see the polarities in this world, it lives with them
and finds it completely normal that we humans live in dualities. So if
anything it seems well-adjusted, conservative and correct. What many
people do not know though, is the inner pain linked with guilty feelings
that time and again drive the Double Ambivalence figure to achieve
still more intense experiences or better performances. This person is
not only hard on himself, but always demands more from himself and
really drives himself. If the opposition lies on House cusps, this can
often mean that he puts pressure on those around him too.

Strong Will

People with a Double Ambivalence figure usually have a strong will
with which to realise their ideas. They have a spirit that outshines many
people and often leads to great achievements. On the other hand, they
have a deep understanding of culture, luxury and well-being. With
this rather introspective side, they observe and like to enjoy, collect
experiences and have a harmonising effect on other people. They
prefer active and hard-working people, with whom they can build
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something. This means they like to be with influential people who
support them and whose willpower encourages them to great things.
This quadrilateral allows the owner to be quite influential himself, to
lead others and to control them like a manager. Many even become
politically active ot are concerned with improving the world, so that
improvements can be carried out and things changed a little. If this
person has a clear goal, it is just a question of time until they reach it.
With their ability to motivate passive people, their plans always have
enough support.

The Double Ambivalence figure is very common, but in more than
half of all cases, the green diagonal is missing, because the quincunx
has a small tolerance value (orb). The differences between such figures
with ot without the long green aspect are noticeable and can be exactly
understood, which incidentally is evidence in favour of the Huber Orb
Table.

With Quincunx

If the green line is present, one can see that actions are deliberately
coordinated and run according to an internal plan. This often makes
people feel that the person is somehow manipulative or that they have
covered their backs e.g. with the boss or some other authority figure,
who stays in the background. With the green line one also knows
that without contacts things don’t quite work, for the green aspect
cultivates relationships and communication. Something is either
good, worthwhile and profitable or it is ignored. The green diagonal
indicates willpower and consciousness, which is linked to the planets
in the red-green corner. This person knows he can achieve everything
if he is fully aware of his goal, has thought out all eventualities and has
informed himself through appropriate communication. Many have a
penchant for whimsical, wotthless or at least antique objects that they
collect ot like to deal with.

Without Quincunx

If the green line is missing, the person is more natural, and
more interested in the present. He doesn’t make people feel he is
manipulating them. He goes more often from one extreme to anothet,
thinks in terms of black and white, vacillates between blind optimism
and despondency and is also impressionable. Without the green line,
the Double Ambivalence figure becomes a red-blue polar figure. With
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the clear separation of the blue and red sides, this person splits his
environment into two halves. In the Houses lying behind the blue
triangle he gathers experiences and enjoys life. In the red half, he
acts encrgetically in those Houses and asserts himself wilfully. On
the one hand he is affable and on the other as hard as nails. The so-
called ambivalent behaviour indicates the ability to switch immediately,
according to the situation, from one state to another. People with this
disposition act according to the tenets of our society: “Money makes
the world go around”, “No pain, no gain”, “Business before pleasure”,
etc.

Asymmetry

In spite of the asymmetry, the Double Ambivalence figure is somehow
impregnable, perhaps due to the respect that its size commands. The
large amount of space it takes up is a kind of showing off that keeps
people at a distance. In any case, it certainly stands out and people with
this figure can hardly be ignored. They always exercise a certain power
and dominance, according to their level of consciousness and inner
maturity. They do need a certain developmental period until the whole
of a demand can be evaluated. Many are unhappy with themselves and
notice that there are always still things that they cannot achieve. That
is a somewhat unpleasant guarantee for their further development.

Red-Blue Planets

The two planets forming the opposition have a red-blue influence and
are pressurised by the polar black and white attitude. The other two
are inwardly green and receive from outside, like a gable, red and blue
lines at right-angles. One is controlled harmony, the other controlled
achievement. However, as the green line joins these two planets directly,
the controlling green energy of both extremes is the same. That means
that this person achieves what he consciously wants, with the alternate
activation of both planets. 1f we observe his consciousness more
closcly, we notice that he is always moving back and forth between two
conflicting attitudes, perceptions or activities.

Itis common knowledge that the Single Ambivalence triangle bestows
a great potential and strong willpower. The Double Ambivalence
quadrilateral weakens both, due to its unstable starting position.
Although the achievement often receives stronger energies through
the red triangle, the strong powers of self-assertion are constantly
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being reduced and turned off by the blue aspect. The presence of
a Large Learning Triangle in this quadrilateral prevents this standstill.
This person is always learning new things, pursuing their goals and
consistently living what they have learnt to be right. They can rarely
be told anything and rarely take advice from others; they always want
to be true to their inner development.

Aspect Qualities

Here too, interesting clues can be obtained by comparing the planet
distribution and the aspects. The two Mars and two Saturn aspects
mean that people with the Double Ambivalence figure tend to be
creative, enterprising or productive. The Mars quality finds a double
expression in the planet that lies at the red corner. If the planet
there is sensitive (Moon, Jupiter, Mercury, Neptune), the potential is
of a sensitive nature, which can sometimes cause nervous disorders.
With the combination of Saturn and Venus aspects, such people are
concerned with health issues, and in the end, Marts (square aspect) and
Venus (sextile aspect) are also interested in erotic, sensual experiences
and in the difference between men and women.

Double Ambivalence Figure
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The green aspect inside the figure, between Venus and the Moon Node
in the above example, indicates doubt and insecurity that are not shown
outwardly. Behind complete composute there are hidden anxieties
that could be missed (Venus 8" House cusp). However, such crises
are a chance for these people to broaden their ideas and expectations
and to entertain new points of view. These learning processes are
often very painful and radical. They require a deep change of motive
through a constant psychological demand of the eighth House. The
related crises mean that this person gives his absolute composure, his
standards and ideas to his relationships, in order to be able to align
himself to reality again. This can lead to overcompensation. If the
tension from the opposition is experienced as incompetence or a guilt
complex, one stops enjoying life and gets depressed easily. But then
the active phase comes round again to lift one out of the depression.
One pulls oneself together, activates the red aspect and works diligently
and efficiently again. There is also the chance to resolve the conflict
creatively, where the potential hidden in the talent (blue aspect) is
converted into achievement (red aspect).

Righteousness Rectangle

There are three more blue-red
aspect figures, the Righteousness
Rectangle, the Kite and the
Cradle. In all three, the first
thing to be considered should be
the elements in which the figure

lies. Their structure means that
they can either lie in active Signs
(fire and air) or in passive Signs
(water and earth). So the figure’s
features are expressed passively

or actively depending on the case, which is significant in the analysis
of the personality and the basic attitude.

Envelope

In the Righteousness Rectangle, four blue aspects form a rectangle.
This indicates a rich supply of talent, which is kept on solid ground
by the fixed principle. The Righteousness Rectangle looks like an
envelope in which the inside, charged with the tension of the two
oppositions, is protected. The two red aspects are well wrapped up
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and are not visible from outside. The blue aspects show the need for
harmony, good behaviour and give an impression of security, so that
no-one notices the inner tension. Just as one cannot see the contents
of a closed envelope, people who have this figure in their horoscope
seem inscrutable. They are outwardly calm, balanced, “righteous” and
only rarely betray their internal tensions and problems. They are often
not aware of the effect they give, as they are too preoccupied with theit
internal problems. Many are busy trying to keep up a good outward
appearance. They dontaccept thatanyone can have problems, because
they don’t want to have any themselves. This attitude is mote common
in supetficial people. On the other hand, people who try to identify
their inner problems (oppositions) and solve them tend to suggest the
most petfect possible solutions to those around them.

Motivation

The motivation of this rectangle is clear: the person wants to spread
harmony and acquire security. ‘That is not always easy in a world full
of contradictions and polar energies, but it is reasonable. It is not
that people with this rectangle must stop always looking for meaning;
rather they just always recognise the meaning and value of things but
have trouble letting go. If their sensuality is aroused, this person reacts
very devotedly, for he is able to feel pleasure and knows the value of
relaxation; however for him, that can be too much, like a wet sponge.
Then he finds a private retreat and broods.

If this person suffers, no-one notices, for externally he only shows his
blue balanced side. He can be very affectionate, but still hold back. He
can have a harmonising effect on those around him though. When he
settles disputes, he instinctively makes sure that everyone agrees with
him. His great sensitivity enables him to be very considerate, responsive
and to provide constructive energies, he possesses a natural therapeutic
gift. The two red diagonals mean that everything is controlled centrally
and all life processes are ultimately subject to the will.

Aspect Qualities

The aspect qualities in this rectangle are evenly distributed between
Venus (2x), Jupiter (2x) and Saturn (2x). Saturn and Jupiter represent
sensorial intelligence and are practically orientated. Practical thinking
and clear standards combine in the search for meaning, Venus and
Saturn, as receptive, accepting abilities, show the special gift of storing
sensations and feelings. Finally, the Venus-Jupiter combination is an
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